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Protection of Education from Attack (Article 10)

As recognized by this Committee in its General Recommendation No. 30, attacks on students
and schools, and the use of schools for military purposes, disproportionately affect girls, who
are sometimes the focus of targeted attacks and are more likely to be kept out of school due to
security concerns.!

In 2017 the Committee on the Rights of the Child called on Bhutan to endorse the Safe Schools
Declaration.2 The Safe Schools Declaration is an inter-governmental political commitment that
provides countries the opportunity to express political support for the protection of students,
teachers, and schools during times of armed conflict3; the importance of the continuation of
education during armed conflict; and the implementation of the Guidelines for Protecting
Schools and Universities from Military Use during Armed Conflict.* As of January 2021, 106
countries have endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration. Bhutan has yet to endorse this important
declaration.

As of November 2020, Bhutan was contributing 27 military staff officers, experts, and police to
UN peacekeeping operations around the world. Peacekeeping troops are required to comply
with the UN Department of Peace Operations “UN Infantry Battalion Manual” (2012), which
includes the provision that “schools shall not be used by the military in their operations.”s
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Moreover, the 2017 Child Protection Policy of the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations,
Department of Field Support, and Department of Political Affairs notes:

United Nations peace operations should refrain from all actions that
impede children’s access to education, including the use of school
premises. This applies particularly to uniformed personnel. Furthermore ...
United Nations peace operations personnel shall at no time and for no
amount of time use schools for military purposes.¢

Bhutan’s peacekeeping staff are currently deployed in the Central African Republic and Mali —
both countries where attacks on students and schools, and the military use of schools by local
parties has been documented as a problem.?

Human Rights Watch recommends that the Committee ask the government of Bhutan:

e Why has the government of Bhutan not yet followed the recommendation of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child and endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration?

e Are explicit protections for schools or universities from military use included in any
policies, rules, or trainings for the Royal Bhutan Army?
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