WNUSP statement for CRPD closing session, 1 April 2021

Introduction
The World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry, WNUSP, is the only independent, global, grassroots organization of persons with psychosocial disabilities. 

WNUSP thanks the Committee for the opportunity to take the floor, and expresses its gratitude to the work this Committee is undertaking. 

The COVID19 pandemic has sharpened inequalities and has deepened human right violations. 
There is a human rights emergency in mental health institutions. 
Both inside institutions and in the community, persons with psychosocial disabilities suffer very severe consequences of the COVID19 pandemic, and are in many places left stuck at the bottom without support. There is a lack of monitoring, and a lack of remedying existing human rights violations.

Deinstitutionalization is necessary especially during the pandemic
Real and sustainable efforts are needed to secure the rights of persons with disabilities. Overall this starts with protecting the very lives and basic living conditions. 

Also community based support services are impacted by lockdown measures and limitations. 
The pandemic is overshadowing lives everywhere in the world. WNUSP is deeply concerned about the increased inequalities in the community, including increased poverty, food insecurity, job insecurity, domestic violence, social isolation and much more. These are all circumstances which can lead to psychosocial disabilities. These social injustices need to be remedied at the community level, by structurally addressing inequalities, and leaving nobody behind, and foster mental health and wellbeing for all.

Both mainstream and specific support services have shown to be subject to lockdown and other COVID19 restricting measures under national policies, leading to largescaled inaccessibility and decreased qualilty of support services for persons with psychosocial disabilities.. 

To remedy the lack of support for psychosocial disabilities throughout, it is needed to realize access to a full range of community based support services, and to consider mental health a vital part of health, in line with the WHO constitution. Psychosocial wellbeing is a vital component of the health of everyone. Realizing psychosocial support must be prioritized

Another point of concern is the triage for COVID19 related and life saving support, which is in many cases discriminatory to persons with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial disabilities. The right to life on an equal basis with others is at stake.  

Urgent actions need to be taken to end the injustices and neglect towards psychosocial disabilities, and to realize community based support for anyone with psychosocial disabilities. 

As a final note, WNUSP would like to request the UN CRPD Committee to take action against the Draft Additional Protocol to the Oviedo Convention, which has been flagged by many organizations already, including by IDA, Human Rights Watch, EDF, MHE, and the European Network of Users, (Ex)Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (ENUSP) [footnoteRef:1].  [1:  https://enusp.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ENUSP-Public-Message-re-Draft-Additional-protocol-converted.pdf ] 
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