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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like join Mr. Ori in welcoming you to the 84th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. I am pleased that all COVID-19 related measures have been lifted, including the previous obligation to wear face masks. 

Unfortunately, Ms. González Ferrer will not be able to attend the first two days of this session.

For me it has been an immense honour to take on this responsibility as interim Chairperson of the Committee since 1 January 2023 until today. This is a commitment I was able to make thanks to the support of my dear colleagues on the interim Bureau and from the Committee secretariat, as well as the co-operation of other Committee colleagues, who are in charge of specific topics. My appreciation and thanks to all of you for your work during this time.

I would like to thank in particular ONCE, the Spanish National Organisation of the Blind, for the strong backing it gives me every day, providing me with all the measures I need to exercise my role as an expert on this Committee, including personal and technical assistance, as part of the organisation’s commitment to the human rights of persons with disabilities. 
Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 80. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. With respect to the Optional Protocol, the number of States parties remains at 115..

I am pleased to inform you that Cuba, Niger and Tajikistan have submitted their periodic reports to the Committee since the beginning of our last session. At our last session, we decided to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee. All 189 States parties have been informed of this decision and of the deadline for opting out from the simplified procedure. In response, 13 States parties have indicated that they wish to opt out and maintain the traditional reporting procedure.

Please let me now introduce my participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights since the last session of the Committee.

On 3 November 2022, I gave a training session on CEDAW and its relevance for women and girls with disabilities at a training course for the incoming members of the Women’s Committee of the European Disability Forum. 

On 14 November, I participated in a webinar on “Women with disabilities in Europe: What progress needed?”, hosted by University Women Europe (UWE) and Femmes pour le Dire – Femmes pour Agir (FDFA), with the support of the Conference of International Non-Governmental Organizations of the Council of Europe. I spoke on the human rights obligations of Council of Europe Member States in relation to women and girls with disabilities in the framework of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

On 21 November, I represented the Committee at a working breakfast with women Ambassadors accredited in Spain, hosted by the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation to mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.

On 5 December, I represented the Committee at an exchange between the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies and the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations (CEACR).

On 6 December, at a hearing of the Fundamental Rights and Rule of Law Group of the European Economic and Social Committee, I participated in a panel on “Fulfilling sexual and reproductive health and rights for all women and girls”.

On 15 December, I made a presentation on the concluding observations of the CEDAW Committee to the Sub-Commission for Equality and Non-Discrimination of the Assembly of the Republic of Portugal in Lisbon, at the invitation of the Portuguese Platform for Women’s Rights.

On 20 January 2023, I made a presentation on CEDAW at the “Emakumeak” Congress, organized by the District Council of Vizcaya in Bilbao, Spain.

On 25 and 26 January, I had the pleasure to meet and share experiences with our seven new colleagues at the online induction programme for the newly elected Committee members, organized by the Secretariat.

Lastly, on 31 January, I was a speaker at a hearing on the “Impact of the pandemic on fundamental rights” of the European Parliament’s Special Committee on COVID-19 pandemic: lessons learned and recommendations for the future.

	Dear colleagues,

I know that experts of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from them in this regard. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 3 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 84th session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties scheduled for consideration, the half-day of general discussion on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems on Wednesday, 22 February, and the public closing of the session on Friday, 24 February, are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
