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 COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST WOMEN (CEDAW)
Participation by Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

Statement of the WORLD PEACE COUNCIL about Vietnam

The World Peace Council, as International Organisation founded in 1949 is working with various structures and organisations in Vietnam, dealing with multiple questions and issues of the Vietnamese society.

The WPC is committed to the principles enshrined in the UN Charter and to the elimination of any discrimination against women.

Therefore, we would like to submit the following contribution/report to the Committee.

Introduction

          Vietnam has achieved remarkable steps and results since its independence. The  
           population has improved significantly its level of prosperity and the country   
           has eliminated to a great extend issues of extreme poverty and poverty for the 
           vast majority of the people. Gender equality is major issue for all institutions 
           while violations of the above are being met and faced by law and the 
           authorities in an inclusive way using the education process in schools and 
           society.

Viet Nam completed the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) ahead of the 2015 deadline while achieving a sharp reduction in the poverty rate over the past 15 years. Progress towards the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women has improved significantly. 
          In parallel with economic development, Viet Nam paid special attention to and prioritized resources for social development and attained many encouraging achievements. The number of people receiving jobs increased; within five years (from 2011 to 2015) jobs were created for about 7.8 million people, in which women workers account for about 48 per cent of the total. Moreover, unemployment remained low at below 4 per cent. While Viet Nam has achieved the universalization of preschool education for 5-year-old children and those at primary or lower secondary levels.
            Since 2016, Viet Nam has made the transition from acceding to the MDGs to meeting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These goals include ending extreme poverty, combating injustice and inequality, and responding to climate change. The SDGs elevate the MDGs by not only addressing the problem of poverty but also its root causes. A human rights-based approach is adopted as the fundamental mechanism for the planning, monitoring and implementation of the SDGs. Differences between population groups and issues related to children are more clearly reflected in the SDGs. Child poverty is specified in the SDGs in conjunction with issues of social protection, minors or juveniles, child nutrition and health, and maternal health and mortality.

              Viet Nam has been striving to address poverty comprehensively, not only reducing poverty in ethnic minority areas but also paying attention to narrowing inequality, specifically: before 2015 Viet Nam exercised a poverty reduction policy in line with the single-dimensional poverty criteria. Since 2016, as recommended by UNDP, Viet Nam has shifted its poverty policy from a single to a multi-dimensional approach, whereby poverty is not only expressed in terms of “income/expenditure” but also in terms of access to education, health care, housing, sanitation, clean water and information. The multidimensional poverty rate also sharply decreased from 2016 to 2020. Over the past 5 years, the lives of the vast majority of people have improved, especially women, children, people with disabilities and ethnic minorities. The national poverty rate decreases by an average of 2 per cent per year and Viet Nam is recognized as one of the leading countries in hunger eradication and poverty reduction, and in achieving the MDGs.

              Viet Nam is also in the process of building a modern social protection system, the core of which is a system of social insurance and social assistance policies. Social assistance policy is a measure and an impact tool to achieve the goal of ensuring life safety for part of the population who unfortunately live in difficult circumstances. Accordingly, life cycle based social assistance policies will ensure consistency and harmony with other social security policies, especially social insurance, health insurance and unemployment insurance policies. Social insurance has expanded its coverage, ensuring a sustainable social insurance fund in the long term to guarantee social security rights for all, while helping to reduce the burden on the state budget. Free legal aid is also a social assistance policy which is aimed at protecting the vulnerable and the poor while ensuring social security.

           While we note that women are still in lower percentage represented in institutions, government, ministries and decision-making bodies, there has been important progress on all levels. The violence against women is decreasing with concrete measures and awareness and emancipation of women, especially younger ones. Child marriages and marriages below 18 years are decreasing drastically the last years.

             Violence against women and domestic violence in localities have been increasingly addressed, and their prevalence shows a downward trend. In 2018, Viet Nam conducted the second National Study on Violence against Women with 6,000 samples in 63 provinces and cities under the central administration. The preliminary findings of the survey show a decrease in violence against women: The prevalence of physical violence decreased from 31.5 per cent (2010) to 26.1 per cent (2018) and emotional violence decreased from 53.6 per cent (2010) to 47.0 per cent (2018). However, the prevalence of violence against women still persists

             Viet Nam has synchronously applied legislative, executive and judicial measures alongside education, social mobilization and other appropriate actions to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women.

              Viet Nam’s policies and laws always ensure equality for men and women in career choice. As a result, the rate of workers undergoing training with a degree/diploma, certificate in 2019 was 23.1 per cent (25.5 per cent men and 20.5 per cent women). The rate was 39.3 per cent for urban areas and 15.6 per cent for rural areas. Currently, there have been 1,954 vocational education institutions, including 394 colleges, 515 professional secondary schools, 1,045 vocational education centres.
As a result, the rate of working-age women in Viet Nam’s labour force is 71.2 per cent. Over the years, an emphasis has been put on vocational training and job creation for women workers, especially in rural areas. Over 80 per cent of women workers have jobs and stable incomes after receiving training.

           Viet Nam has been making efforts to expand health insurance coverage. In Particular, health insurance cards are provided free-of-charge to children under 6 years old. Meanwhile, many groups of people are supported to buy health insurance or are granted free health insurance cards. The proportion of ethnic minority people having health insurance and free medical cards increased from 8 per cent in 1998 to 100 per cent in 2016. As of 31 December 2016, approximately 16,347,000 poor and ethnic minority people, including women residing in remote areas, were granted health insurance cards. Health insurance covers costs for prenatal check-ups and delivery at health-care facilities. There is no difference between the percentage of women and men who have a health insurance card or free medical card.

In conclusion, Viet Nam is meeting more and more the international and humanitarian standards including some fields where it is advanced in comparison with other States. The people of Viet Nam are improving their prosperity and equality day by day. Viet Nam is a responsible partner in the International Affairs and the International Community.

The Secretariat of the WPC  5th January 2026
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