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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like join Mr. Salama in welcoming you to the 88th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 81. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. With respect to the Optional Protocol, the number of States parties remains at 115.

I am pleased to inform you that since our last session, Angola and Thailand submitted their periodic reports to the Committee. The number of States parties having opted out from the simplified reporting procedure since our decision in 2022 to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee, with the possibility for States parties to opt out, remains at 13.

Please let me now introduce my participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights since the last session of the Committee.

Shortly after our last session, on 20 February 2024, I held a virtual strategic planning meeting with MESECVI, the follow-up mechanism to the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women (Belém do Pará Convention), with whom CEDAW co-chairs the Platform of Independent Mechanisms on Discrimination and Violence against Women (EDVAW) this year.

From 21 to 23 February, I participated in the informal meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, hosted by CERMI Women’s Foundation and ONCE and organized by OHCHR in Madrid, Spain. The informal meeting provided an opportunity to discuss harmonization of working methods and prepare the outcome of the 36th annual meeting of Chairs to be held in New York next month.

On 1 March, I participated in the 1st Parliament of Women with Disabilities, convened by CERMI Women’s Foundation at the Senate of Spain to assess the progress made in the first ten years since the creation of CERMI in 2014 and adopt a road map for the coming decade.

On 5 March, I made a presentation on the EDVAW Platform and the CEDAW Committee at a briefing for civil society organizations on the use of UN and regional human rights mechanisms to address discrimination and violence against women. The virtual briefing session was hosted by the EDVAW Platform, with support from OHCHR and the NGO CSW/NY.

On 6 March, I was invited to address the CRPD Committee in Geneva in the lead-up to International Women’s Day. My speech focused on the participation of women with disabilities in decision-making.

On 8 March, I attended an event to celebrate International Women’s Day at the “Manuel Marin” primary school in Zafra, Badajoz province, Extremadura, Spain, where I explained the meaning of International Women’s Day and introduced the CEDAW Convention to the pupils.

On 11 March, I presented the statement of our Committee at the opening of the sixty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in New York.

As Co-Chair of the EDVAW Platform, I lead the meetings of the Platform members with the Secretary-General, the President of the General Assembly, the Chair of the 68th session of the CSW, and the Deputy Executive Director of UN Women for Normative Support, UN System Coordination and Programme Results. These meetings took place during the first week of the 68th session of the CSW between 11 and 15 March.

On 12 March, I participated in a briefing of the Security Council under the Arria formula on the links between CEDAW and the women, peace, and security agenda, convened by Switzerland as a non-permanent member of the Security Council, which was also attended by other Committee members. I spoke and engaged in an interactive dialogue on the use of CEDAW as a tool to support the implementation of Security Council resolution 1325 and subsequent resolutions.

Also on 12 March, I was a speaker at two CSW68 side events: One titled “Closing the gender gap in education: How to address long-term barriers and emerging challenges in a world of complex crises?”, co-hosted by the President of the General Assembly and UN Women; and the other one “Sexual violence: Strengthening institutions to eradicate barriers to justice for women and girls with disabilities”, co-hosted by Costa Rica, the EU, UNFPA, MESECVI and Equality Now.

On 13 March, with support from OHCHR, I co-chaired a meeting of the members of the EDVAW Platform in New York, where the representatives of each mechanism were designated and the annual work plan and the coordination between the two co-chairs were agreed upon.

On 14 March, I participated in a panel discussion on the disproportionate share of unpaid care and domestic work that compounds the inequalities historically faced by women at a CSW side event on “The case society: The intersection of poverty eradication and economic justice for all women and girls”, co-sponsored by Uruguay, Mexico, OHCHR, ILO, UN Women and UNRISD.

On 15 March, I made opening remarks and was a panellist at the CSW68 side event “Building a future where care is valued and shared: Leveraging CEDAW to advance the care economy”, co-hosted by UN Women and CEDAW, in which my colleagues Esther Eghobamien, Nicole Ameline and Rangita de Silva de Alwis also participated.

On 18 March, I made a remote intervention at the National Conference on the State of Human Rights in South Africa, convened by the Government of South Africa. My speech addressed the progress made by South Africa in advancing human rights and eliminating racism since the dawn of the Constitutional democracy in the country.

On 21 March, I made a presentation at a training session on public equality policies organized by the City Council of Vigo, Spain, to update participants on the work of the United Nations and future global challenges for equality for women.

On 11 April, I participated as resource person for a breakout session on “Inequalities and Leaving No-one Behind” at the eighth International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the implementation of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action, co-organized by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Norwegian All-Party Parliamentary Group on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, the European Parliamentary Forum for Sexual and Reproductive Rights, and the Global Parliamentary Alliance for Health, Rights and Development, in Oslo, Norway. The breakout session addressed intersecting forms of discrimination and ways to ensure women’s access to health care, education and resources.

On 15 April, I participated in the third session of a seminar on “The rights of persons with disabilities: The reform of article 49 of the Spanish Constitution”, organized be the Spanish Centre for Political and Constitutional Studies in Madrid, where I spoke on the challenges and legal implications of the reform of article 49 for an adequate consideration of women and girls with disabilities in legislation and policies in Spain.

On 18 April, I made a presentation on CEDAW’s draft general recommendation No. 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems at the 25th meeting of the Council of Europe Gender Equality Commission in Strasbourg, France.

Also on 18 April, I met with the Director General of Democracy and Human Dignity, the Head of the Human Dignity and Gender Equality Department, and the Head of the Gender Equality Division of the Directorate General of Democracy and Human Dignity of the Council of Europe to explore synergies and possible cooperation between CEDAW, the Council of Europe, and its Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) monitoring the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). 

On 30 April, I made a presentation on the risks of violence, exploitation and abuse faced by women with disabilities, in particular in emergency situations, at the thematic workshop on the guidelines on deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies, organized by Disability Rights International as part of the Global Coalition on Deinstitutionalization (DI).

On 8 May, I provided training on access to justice at a training course for professionals of the Secretariat for Women of the Government of Córdoba, Argentina, who are working on the programme “Punto Mujer Córdoba”.

Lastly, also on 8 May, I gave a speech on the equal and inclusive participation of women with disabilities in trade unions and collective bargaining at the 1st Trade Union Conference on the right of persons with disabilities to collective bargaining, organized by the General Worker’s Union (UGT) in Madrid, Spain.

	Dear colleagues,

I know that experts of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from them in this regard. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 3 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 88th session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties, our informal public meetings with NGOs and NHRIs, and the public closing of the session on Friday 31 May are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
