The Additional  Report  and High-light issues of People’s Empowerment Foundation ( PEF)  which submitted to CESCR on 17 April 2015  
 (2) Discrimination against the Rohingya asylum seekers 
Due to arsons and brutal treatment waged against the Rohingya in Arakan State in 2012, there has been a massive migration of the Rohingya people. Their migration has been obviously and systematically facilitated by human trafficking rings. There are well over 200,000 Rohingya taking refuge in Bangladesh and hundreds of thousand of them have embarked on a boat trip to seek safe refuge in Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. On 1 May 2015, several camp sites along with a graveyard with at least 32 bodies of the Rohingya were discovered in Khao Kaew Mountain Range,, Moo 8 Ban Taloh, Tambon Padang Besar, Sadao District, Songkhla. 26 bodies were exhumed. There are more bodies being exhumed in area along the Thailand-Malaysia border causing much grief in Thai public. Several of the Rohingya migrants have fled from the detention and been rescued. Based on some video clips, several of them continue to hide themselves in the forest feeding on leaves and cladding sacks as there is no clothes available. The Thai government declares they would take serious legal action against concerned officials and initially several high ranking police officials in the area have been removed from their posts. There are also many local politicians and influential people involved in the human trafficking as well as some Rohingya themselves. Some officials have been arrested and pressed with charges concerning human trafficking, deprivation of a person’s liberty, and kidnapping. The problem of the Rohingya is a cross-border issue among Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, Bangladesh, and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Until now, an effort has only been made to tackle the issue at the symptom. And the trafficking of the Rohingya has been reported since a long time ago. Still, it has far from caught the attention of the Thai state, until the massive graves are lately discovered.  
Recommendation Concerned countries must talk and find out solutions. A holding center should be established to accommodate the refuge of the Rohingya in Thailand and Malaysia. UNHCR should identify third countries which are willing to take in the Rohingya to end their long and hopeless journey. 
 The shutdown of Peace TV On 30 April 2015, the government has shutdown the broadcast of Peace TV which is managed by some core members of the Red Shirts due to their expressing their dissent to the state. It is discrimination against people who have different opinions from that of the state and an infringement on the right to know of the people. A number of businesses run by Red Shirts activists have been subjected to stringent inspection of the authorities including the rice bags sold by a core member of the Red Shirt, and their coffee places.  
(7) Fair and satisfactory working condition  
The use of slave labour in fishery sector has been subjected to the worst form of labour and serious infringement of labour rights. The workers have either been lured or forced to work in fishing boats for years and are not allowed to leave for the mainland. Having no idea where they are, they have to work tirelessly and have to work even when they fall ill in order to earn just 1,500 baht per month. It is common that they have been lured by being asked to take some drink in karaoke and then drugged. Some have been lured into doing gambling until they get highly indebted. In the province of Samut Sakhon, hundreds of desks have been put up publicly to solicit the workers to work in fishing boats including hundreds of Thai workers and thousands of the Rohingya. If one cannot work, one will be beaten. Some who complained about their homesickness have been kicked out from the boat, let to be a castaway in a remote island or some were sold out to another boat. Most of the boats are illegal and not registered. Of course, some officials must be involved or pretend to be oblivion to the boats.
 Slave labour is used in the frozen fishery industry which brings in large revenue.  It is unbelievable that in 2015, there still exists such use of slave labour with no regard to human dignity. The EU has recommended that Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) should be put in place to enhance the monitoring, control and surveillance.  
Recommendation An effort should be made to check the boat licenses and ensure that the number of the crew on board is corresponding to the paper. The Ministry of Labour should intervene to ensure welfare and quality of life of the crew. The Thai government should prioritize the policy to tackle human trafficking and to combat the use of slave labour.  
(8) Labour rights in special economic zone
 

To promote investment and economy and to anticipate the integration of the ASEAN Economic Cooperation, to address illegal migrant labour, to prevent the smuggling of agricultural products from neighboring countries, to reduce inequality, and to maintain national security, the incumbent government has been promoting the establishment of special economic zone by giving out investment incentives, providing one-stop service, facilitating the commutation of workers, developing infrastructure and the customs network linking regional countries with five border provinces in Thailand including Tak, Mukdahan, Sra Kaew, Trat and Sadao District, Songkhla including the development of different SEZs within this year. Civil society organizations feel concerned with the SEZs as local people have been ripped off their power to control the management of their local resources, land ownership, forest and coastal resource management. As a result, local economy and society have become weakened while labour rights have been subjected to stringent control. No unionization is allowed and all decisions are made by the state without heeding to local community. 
(11) Living standard/social order and community eviction
  

 In the aftermath of the 2011 deluge, the state views the problem has stemmed from settlements of community along waterways. Thus, the development of waterways in Bangkok has become a national agenda and it has been developed as part of the systematic water management plan. At least by the instruction of the Prime Minister, nine canals will be developed. The project affects quality of life of 68,087 poor people in Bangkok. The project has been implemented without participation from community. Local people have only been given a chance to listen to the plan, but to take part in the decision making process. No clear policy has been provided for as to where the people who are evicted to move to. No notifications are made prior to the eviction. It is also impossible to stage any demonstration against the plan given the current repressive regime.  
Recommendation The attitude that community by the canals causes problems should be changed. More comprehensive solutions to floods should be looked for including the construction of sluiced gates, avoiding constructing roads, building that block the floodways, and local people should be encouraged to take part in finding the solutions.  
(12) Universal health care scheme (30 baht for all diseases)
 It has been subjected to debate about co-payment or state welfare. The 1974 Constitution provided that the state should offer treatment to the poor free of charge. In1980, the state expanded the coverage of the law to include older persons and persons younger than 12 years, altogether 20 millions people. The Thaksin government even expanded it to cover 20 more millions people among government officials and social security insured workers and informal sector making it a universal health care scheme. Given the hefty financial burden of billions of baht per year, co-payment has been proposed as a solution. According to TDRI, the universal health care scheme plays a very vitally important role among the poor.  
End 
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