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Opening Statement for the Consideration of the 9™ Periodic Report
on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women
by the Representative of the Government of the Macao Special
Administrative Region
at the 85™ Session of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women

(12 May 2023)

Honourable Chair and Members,

It is my great honour to represent the Government of the Macao
Special Administrative Region to join the delegation of the Chinese
Government, together with the Central Government and the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region, to participate in the consideration of the
9th periodic report of China on the implementation of the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women by the

Committee.

Since the application of the Convention to the Macao SAR, the
Macao SAR Government has been actively promoting the
implementation of the Convention, disseminating the spirit of the
Convention through multiple channels, raising public awareness of
women’s rights, promoting equality between men and women,

implementing equality in education and employment, strengthening the



protection of women with the provision of appropriate support,
committing to the elimination of all forms of discrimination against
women and enhancing women’s status in the economic, political,

social, cultural and other aspects.

I am going to briefly introduce some of the major progress made by
the Macao SAR in the implementation of the Convention since the

previous consideration by the Committee in 2014.

As regards the construction of the legal system, the Macao SAR has
improved the legal protection of women’s rights and interests in various
fields through the formulation of or amendment to laws and regulations,
including the adoption of the Law on Preventing and Combating
Domestic Violence in 2016; the amendment to the Criminal Code in
2017 to define “sexual harassment” as an independent crime and revise
the relevant provisions concerning sexual assault in order to bolster the
fight against sexual crimes; the amendment to the Labour Relations Law
to increase maternity leave to 70 days and introduce 5 days of paternity

leave for men to further consolidate the protection of women.

In respect of policies and mechanisms, the Macao SAR Government
has actively implemented various policy objectives through action plans,
such as the formulation of the Macao Youth Policy, the Ten-Year Plan
for Rehabilitation Services, the Ten-Year Action Plan for Services for

Older Persons, etc., among which many contain contents related to the



strengthening of the protection of women’s rights, the provision of
appropriate support for women, etc. The Macao SAR has established the
Women and Children Affairs Committee, which specifically assists the
Government in formulating and promoting policies and measures
concerning women and children’s affairs. Under the initiative of the
Committee, the Macao SAR Government has, following the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action and referring to the Outline for
Women’s Development in China, formulated the Macao Women’s
Development Goals (2019-2025) in 2018, with “gender equality and
comprehensive development™ as the overall goal, identifying 8§ key areas
of development, namely, “gender mainstreaming, participation in
decision-making, education and training, healthcare, social welfare,
safety and law, economy, media and culture”, and established an
interdepartmental working group to gradually develop and carry out
corresponding plans and implementation measures to promote women’s

development and the protection of their rights and interests.

In the past 3 years, the Macao SAR has been affected by
COVID-19. In various anti-pandemic work, women in the Macao SAR
have played a considerably important role, especially in the fields of
medical care, social services, education, efc. and have been at the
forefront of anti-pandemic work. From this, it is apparent that women in
the Macao SAR play a decisive role in social participation and
decision-making, in particular, in crisis response, making important

contributions to the entire society.



Honourable Chair and Members,

In 2019, the Chinese Government published a white paper titled
“Equality, Development and Sharing: Progress of Women’s Cause in 70
Years Since New China’s Founding”, exemplifying the great importance
that China attaches to women’s cause. As a special administrative region
of China, the Macao SAR faces a new era and new trends and the Macao
SAR Government will continue to promote various measures to protect
women’s rights and interests, implement the relevant provisions of the
Convention, coordinate and balance the development interests of women
in all aspects of politics, economy, culture, society and family, and
promote the comprehensive development of women’s cause in an orderly
manner.

We look forward to having an in-depth exchange of views with the
Committee in the upcoming sessions for Members to better understand
the implementation of various provisions of the Convention in the Macao

SAR.

Thank you!
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