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Opinion statement requesting the UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies to revise their understanding that the “people of Okinawa are indigenous people of Japan” and to retract such recommendations

 	On September 22nd, 2015 Mr. Takeshi Onaga, Governor of Okinawa, made a speech at the UN Human Rights Council, held in Geneva, Switzerland from September 14th to October 2nd, 2015. The speech was arranged by Shimagurumi-kaigi (“Island-Wide Council for Leading to the Future and Realizing the Okinawa Statement”) in coordination with The International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR) and Shimin Gaiko Center (SGC) which are UN NGOs (sic). These two UN NGOs have lobbied the UN that the “people of Okinawa are indigenous people,” and Governor Onaga’s speech, which was made using SGC’s speech slot, sent out the erroneous perception that the “people of Okinawa are indigenous people,” to the world, regardless of the content of the Governor’s speech or his intent.
	This is due to the fact that, as early as 2008, following appeals made by Mr. Yasukatsu Matsushima (The Association of Comprehensive Studies for Independence of the Lew Chewans) who was advised by the SGC, the UN issued a recommendation to the Government of Japan that the people of Okinawa are indigenous people and are not Japanese. 
	The recommendation reads: “32. The Committee notes with concern that the State party has not officially recognized the Ainu and the Ryukyu/Okinawa as indigenous peoples entitled to special rights and protection (art. 27). The State party should expressly recognize the Ainu and Ryukyu/Okinawa as indigenous peoples in domestic legislation, adopt special measures to protect, preserve and promote their cultural heritage, adopt special measures to protect, preserve and promote their cultural heritage and traditional way of life, and recognize their land rights. It should also provide adequate opportunities for Ainu and Ryukyu/Okinawa children to receive instruction in or of their language and about their culture, and include education on Ainu and Ryukyu/Okinawa culture and history in the regular curriculum.” Although the Government of Japan has not accepted the recommendation, the UN repeated the recommendation in 2010 and 2014.
	Most people of Okinawa do not consider themselves to be indigenous people, and it is extremely regrettable that such recommendations are being made without the awareness of the people of Okinawa.
	Even during the period of US military administration, we the people of Okinawa had always considered ourselves to be Japanese, continued strongly to hope the return to our homeland, and on May 15th, 1972, we achieved the return. Since then, we have continued to enjoy peace and happiness as Japanese citizens, exactly in the same way as citizens of other Prefectures.
	Nonetheless, if the people of Okinawa were to claim their rights as indigenous people, we will be seen as non-Japanese minority by the rest of the Japanese, thus promoting reverse discrimination. 
	We shall never forget the thoughts of our ancestors who sacrificed their lives to protect our homeland Japan and Okinawa in the Battle of Okinawa. The people of Okinawa are Japanese, and are definitely not indigenous peoples. Therefore, we request the UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies to immediately revise their perception that the “people of Okinawa are indigenous people,” and to retract their recommendations. We also request the Government of Japan and the administrative agencies of Okinawa to reach out to the UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies so that the Treaty Bodies revise their perception that the “people of Okinawa are indigenous people,” and retract their recommendations.
	We submit this opinion statement in accordance with Article 99 of the Local Autonomy Act.
December 22nd, 2015
City Council of Tomigusuku, Okinawa Prefecture
