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 Update to the joint submission to the UN Committee against Torture ahead of the review of the periodic report of Greece
Athens and Geneva, 21 July 2019

Regression in Human Rights
Following the 7 July 2019 Parliamentary Elections, a new conservative New Democracy government was formed. It has to date caused several reasons for concern that there is a regression in human rights:

1.  The Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights has been renamed Ministry of Justice. Its separate General Secretariat for Human Rights in existence since 2012 has been abolished. 

2.  The Special Secretariat for Roma Inclusion in the Ministry of Labor, Social Insurance and Social Solidarity has been abolished.
3.  The General Secretariat for Gender Equality in the Ministry of the Interior has been moved from the Ministry of Interior to the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs and was renamed General Secretariat for Family Policy and Gender Equality
4.  The Ministry for Migration Policy was abolished and its services were transferred to the Ministry of Citizen Protection whose responsibilities until now were the Hellenic Police, the Fire Service, the National Intelligence Service (transferred to the Prime Minister Office in July 2019) and the General Secretariat for Civil Protection. 
5.  The General Secretariat for Crime Policy (in charge also of the functioning of prisons) was transferred from the Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights also to the Ministry of Citizen Protection. 

6.  The Prime Minister, in the first cabinet meeting on 10 July 2019, gave each Minister a dossier with the Ministry’s priorities and initiatives for the rest of 2019. There was absolutely no reference to human rights in all dossiers. In his major policy speech opening the parliamentary debate for a vote of confidence to his government, on 20 July 2019, there was again absolutely no reference to human rights.  
7.  In the new 51-member cabinet there are only 5 women Ministers and Deputy Ministers. Among the 52 General or Special Secretaries there are only 6 women.    


The transfer to what is effectively a ministry for police (and fire service) of the competences of the Ministry for Migration Policy which include the asylum services has been met with public disapproval by the Campaign for the Access to Asylum coalition of 10 NGOs including Greek Helsinki Monitor and by the Hellenic League for Human Rights (both texts in Greek available here). The Campaign called it an “institutional regression” and recalled that the establishment of a separate Ministry for Migration Policy in 2015 was welcomed by the UNHCR, the Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and the European Commission. It also recalled how many human rights violations were recorded (some leading to ECtHR judgments against Greece) before 2015 when migration and asylum were in the competence of the ministry for police. In addition to similar concerns for the transfer of migration and asylum to the ministry for police, the HLHR also recalled that the responsibility for the prison system must be with the Ministry of Justice, which in fact has been a prerequisite for admission of new members by the Council of Europe Moreover, in the “Recommendation Rec(2001)10 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the European Code of Police Ethics” it is clearly stated that “there shall be a clear distinction between the role of the police and the prosecution, the judiciary and the correctional system; the police shall not have any controlling functions over these bodies.” The HLHR hence called the transfer a “hasty, unjustifiable and anachronistic measure.”
On the other hand, there is a petition signed by 8 organization and 150 personalities against the transfer and the renaming of the General Secretariat for Gender Equality to the Ministry of Labor, supported (and uploaded) by GHM, focusing on the fact that “gender equality concerns not only the field of employment but also violence against women, human trafficking in women, participation in decision-making centers, poverty, education, human rights and the environment.” 
The Committee against Torture is therefore requested to share the civil society’s concerns over these changes that give the impression of downgrading if not regression in human rights and recommend specifically that:
·  the competence for migration and prisons is separated from the competence for police 
·  gender equality encompasses all aspects and not just employment and is not merged with family policy
·  the Special Secretariat for Roma is reinstated and 
·  the General Secretariat for Human Rights that among other things heads the National Commission against Racism and is a partner to the OSCE ODIHR related projects is reinstated. 
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