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Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, I am pleased to and welcome you to Geneva and declare open the one hundred and thirty-seventh session of the Human Rights Committee.
In particular, I would like to congratulate and warmly welcome the seven new members of the Committee, all of whom bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to this body: Mr. Farid Ahmadov, Mr. Rodrigo A. Carazo, Ms. Yvonne Donders, Mr. Laurence R. Helfer, Mr. Bacre Waly Ndiaye, Ms. Tijana Šurlan and Mr. Koji Teraya. I welcome you to your first meeting in Geneva, and wish you success in your new roles. 
I also take this opportunity to congratulate the re-elected members of the Committee who today commence a new term, namely Mr. Hernán Cabrera Quezada and Ms. Hélène Tigroudja. I wish you well in the continuation of your functions with the Committee. 

Distinguished Members,
You arrive at a time when the human rights agenda has been subjected to increased hostility. Civil and political rights are under serious threat today. The circumstances of the pandemic have been used to limit civic space and silence criticism, by restricting the right to freedom of speech and access to information. We have seen emergency measures used to consolidate governmental authority, severely limiting the right to peaceful assembly and association. The pandemic has clearly demonstrated the interdependence and indivisibility of all human rights, as it exacerbated the existing vulnerabilities of certain populations, as well as general inequality and discrimination. Protests against these phenomena have been at times violently suppressed. We have seen democratic principles and systems challenged, including in countries in which we believed they were firmly established. We have seen access to justice limited. Human rights defenders and journalists in a number of countries have been targeted, arrested, and forced to flee threats of violence. This moment is crucial. We must “build back better” human rights protections in the wake of the pandemic.
Distinguished Members,
2023 marks an important occasion to take stock. In highlighting the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, I would like to stress the undeniable and profound progress in respect for human rights that has been achieved since its adoption. And yet, there is not a single right that we can claim to be universally respected. 2023 also marks the thirtieth anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, which paved the way for the creation of the United Nations High Commissioner of Human Rights and his Office. The High Commissioner, Mr. Volker Türk, has underscored the importance of building on the momentum that both occasions present to reawaken the impulse and energy that led to the adoption of the Universal Declaration in 1948 and to bring the words of the UDHR75 to life.
The High Commissioner has initiated Human Rights 75, with three main goals: to promote universality, progress, and engagement. We promote universality by reminding the world that human rights are due to every individual, that when seeking solutions to today’s global challenges, human rights must be part of the foundation, not an add-on. By promoting progress, we aim to harness innovation, including technological innovation, and anticipate future challenges. And supporting engagement will help build knowledge, capacity, and faith in human rights. All human rights actors, in their individual as well as collective capacities, are encouraged to use Human Rights 75 to support their work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Office of the High Commissioner is approaching this occasion not as an anniversary day, but an anniversary year. Each month in 2023, OHCHR spotlights a particular human rights theme, in need of concrete and urgent action from States, as well as other stakeholders. The theme for March is racial justice, the need for which is borne out in disturbing trends such as an increasing use of racial slurs on social media, the continued use of lethal force against people of African descent by law enforcement agents, and the increase in anti-Asian hate and discrimination worldwide during and since the COVID-19 pandemic. The High Commissioner has pledged that our Office will “step up work to enhance equality and counter discrimination,” with a particular emphasis on a preventative response to discrimination, to reduce tensions before they escalate into violence.
Distinguished Members,
As the Human Rights Council opens its 52nd session today, I would like to bring to your attention a number of items relating to civil and political rights that will be considered by the Council during this session, including the report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, and the report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism. There are also a number of panel discussions, including on the question of the death penalty tomorrow. We will share with you these reports as they become available, but they can also be viewed through the webcast.
Distinguished Members,

Turning to matters of interest to all treaty bodies, let me stress that the Office continues its work to support the strengthening of the treaty bodies, and is in the process of finalising an implementation plan following the conclusions of the Chairs of last June. We trust that this plan will facilitate your work, as well as of the other treaty bodies, including by introducing a predictable review calendar. This should also significantly contribute to the ability of States and numerous stakeholders to plan in advance and work more effectively. We realise that this Committee has already some time ago agreed to proceed with a predictable review cycle and is eagerly awaiting the implementation plan. 

As you know, whether such an implementation plan is feasible will depend on whether the required human and financial resources are secured. We are painfully aware of the chronic under-funding of the treaty body system and that this has contributed to significant backlogs in the handling of State party reports and individual communications. Advancing the full implementation of treaty-based human rights obligations requires sustainable funding from Member States. The High Commissioner has stated that he is committed to doing his utmost to support greater funding for the human rights mechanisms during his tenure. We hope to be able to provide updates on this matter in the course of 2023, as and when information becomes available.

Distinguished Members,
You have a busy agenda ahead of you, including six States party reviews, a number of individual communications under the Optional Protocol, the consideration of follow-up reports to concluding observations and Views, as well as the adoption of the annual report. 
With so much work ahead of the Committee, I will conclude here. With my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session, I thank you for your attention.
***
OATH OF OFFICE

	I would now like to proceed with inviting new members to make their solemn declarations and item one of the Provisional Agenda and Annotations “Solemn declaration by the newly elected members of the Committee, in accordance with article 38 of the Covenant”. 
May I now call on the distinguished new members of the Committee to pronounce their solemn oath of office in accordance with rule 14 of the rules of procedure:
[the new members will have the text of rule 14 before them in E/F/S]
Mr. Ahmadov, you have the floor (…..),

Mr. Carazo, you have the floor (…..), 

Ms. Donders, you have the floor (…..),

Mr. Helfer, you have the floor (…..),

Mr. Ndiaye, you have the floor (…..),

Mr. Šurlan, you have the floor (…..),

Mr. Teraya, you have the floor (…..).

ELECTION OF THE BUREAU
I would now like to move to item two of the Provisional Agenda and Annotations “Election of the Chair and other officers of the Committee”.
Distinguished members,

Are there any nominations from the floor for the position of Chairperson of the Committee?

OPTION 1 – a candidate is nominated:

Thank you. 

I see no further nominations from the floor. I therefore take it that [Ms. Tania Abdo Rocholl] is elected Chairperson of the Committee for the next two years by acclamation.

Ms. Abdo Rocholl sincere congratulations on your election. May I now invite you to proceed to the podium and assume the Presidency.

[After she has taken the chair, she will solicit nominations for the three positions of Vice-Chairs, and the position of rapporteur]

OPTION 2 – no nominations:

I propose to suspend the meeting for 15 minutes for consultations 

OPTION 3 – two or more nominations:

a) I suspend the meeting for 15 minutes for the preparation of the electoral process (ballot box and ballot papers).

b) I suspend the meeting for 15 minutes to allow for consultations among the members. 

___________
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