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								22/01/2023, Vilnius
GAUDIJA VISHNU RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY
Klaipėdos 9, Naujieji Lažai, Lithuania



Parallel report on the 3rd periodic review of Lithuania under the CESCR
To the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights


Dear President and Members of the Committee,

The Gaudija Vishnu Religious Community has the honour to present their parallel report on breaches of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights by Lithuania. 


Breach of Articles 2(2), 9 and 15(1)(a): access of Hinduist brahmans to social security, etc.

1 The Vishnu Religious Community was originally registered on 25/12/1989. Currently about 2000 Lithuanians practice this religion. Many Hinduists are afraid to disclose their names to Lithuanian authorities due to persecution, intimidation and harassment. 
2 In 2010, Lithuania introduced the Compulsory Health Insurance Tax that is paid by an unemployed person who is not registered at the Employment Service. The State Social Insurance Tax is paid only by employed persons. 
3 Lithuanian Government pays the Compulsory Health Insurance Tax and the retirement pension tax for the priests of the Roman Catholic Church. Catholic priests do not pay any social security taxes, but they have free health care and they will get retirement pension.
4 Jagananda das and Kripa Shakti devi das are brahmans from 2002. Lithuania qualifies them as unemployed persons who are not registered at the Employment Service, and requires them to pay the Compulsory Health Insurance Tax each month. They have no right to retirement pension.
5 Due to non-payment of the Health Tax by full-time brahmans ŽU and KSDD, Lithuania calculated debts exceeding € 15,000. Their bank accounts are frozen. The Hinduist temple is constantly visited by bailiffs searching what to confiscate.
6 Thus, this is a discrimination regarding access to social security justified by religion under Articles 2(2) and 9. Being brahman is also a form of participation in cultural life under Article 15(1)(a). 
7 Contrary to the Catholic Church, Hinduism may not be thought in public schools on a request of parents. Thus, Hinduist kids are registered as atheists (non-religious) or have to change religion in school. 
8 Contrary to the Catholic Church, Hinduist marriage is not recognized by Lithuania. 
9 Article 171 of the Criminal Code defines a special crime: attack during a religious ceremony. But Hinduist religious ceremonies do not fall within the scope of this article, and they are not protected. The objective of this is to protect Lithuanian Neo-Nazis if they decide to attack. 
10 Contrary to Articles 13 and 15(1)(a), Lithuanian State owned or sponsored TV (LRT, DELFI, Lrytas.lt, 15min.lt) and professors of the Vytautas Magnus University conduct a smear campaign against both Hinduism and Buddhism, and constantly insult their religious feelings by presenting them as a form of Satanism or mental illness. 





Conclusion.

11 ON THESE GROUNDS, we request the Committee to find that Lithuania breaches Articles 2(2), 9, 15(1)(a) of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and to provide that:
1) Articles 2(2), 9 and 15(1)(a) require to provide Hinduist brahmans the same access to social security as to Roman Catholic priests, i.e., to annul the Health Tax debts of brahmans ŽU and KSDD, and to provide them free retirement pension as it is provided to Roman Catholic priests.
2) Articles 13 and 15(1)(a) require the State owned or sponsored television (DELFI, Lrytas.lt, 15min.lt, BNS) and professors of the Vytautas Magnus University to stop the smear campaign against both Hinduism and Buddhism, publicly calling them a form of Satanism or mental illness, and promotion of religious hatred through education. 
3) Articles 13 and 15(1)(a) require to provide a possibility to teach Hinduism in public schools upon request of parents as it is the case with Catholic faith, to recognize legally marriage concluded in a Hinduist temple, and to protect a Hinduist temple as a sacred place by criminal law as it is the case with Catholic churches.


