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Dear colleagues,
Distinguished representatives,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I would like to join Orest Nowosad in welcoming you to the 74th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.
Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. The number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has increased from 79 to 80 after Saudi Arabia accepted the amendment on 22 July 2019. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. I am pleased to note that Benin has recently acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, bringing the total number of States parties to the Optional Protocol to 113.
I am also pleased to inform you that three States parties have submitted their periodic reports since the beginning of our last session, namely Bolivia, the Russian Federation and Senegal.
Please let me now introduce my intersessional participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights.
Following our 73rd session, on 29 and 30 July, I participated in the commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (1994), known as the Belém do Pará Convention. The event took place in Panama City under the theme “The role of the international monitoring mechanisms to guarantee the right to a life free from violence for women and girls”. It was hosted by the Organization of American States, the Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI), the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM) and the National Women’s Institute of Panama. I presented CEDAW’s perspectives on gender-based violence against women and had the pleasure to see our former colleagues Barbara Bailey and Olinda Bareiro Bobadilla again.

On 27 and 28 September, I presented an overview of key developments in international legal standards on gender-based violence against women at the Regional Consultation on developing a Southern African Development Community (SADC) model law on gender-based violence that was organized by the SADC Parliamentary Forum’s Committee on the Regional Women’s Parliamentary Caucus and Sisters for Change in Johannesburg, South Africa.
On 4 October, I presented the annual report of CEDAW to the Third Committee of the United Nations General Assembly in New York, outlining our achievements and challenges over the past year, and engaged in an interactive dialogue with Member States. On 8 October, I participated in a panel discussion organized by the Permanent Missions of Costa Rica and Switzerland to the United Nations and the Geneva Human Rights Platform, where the CRC Chair and I briefed delegates and NGOs on the vision of the Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies for the 2020 review of the treaty body system.
From 13 to 15 October, I attended the 141st Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in Belgrade, Serbia, where I presented CEDAW’s perspectives on eliminating discrimination in law.
Dear colleagues,

I know that several other members have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session, such as conferences, workshops and seminars. I would now be delighted to hear from those Committee members who have participated in meetings and events of relevance to the promotion and protection of women’s rights. I would also kindly ask the Committee members who participated in such events to please fill in the table on inter-sessional activities that will be distributed by the Secretariat.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all our public meetings will be webcast on the UN website http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/. I therefore take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers during this session.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.
__________________
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