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Opening 31th session of the CRPD Committee - 12 August 2024
Statement by Juan Ignacio PÉREZ BELLO, Senior Human Rights Advisor, International Disability Alliance
Distinguished members of the CRPD Committee,
It is with great honor that I address you today on behalf of the International Disability Alliance (IDA), in particular its President Mr Nawaf Kabbara, whose trip for this occasion was not possible. IDA is the unique international network of global and regional organisations of persons with disabilities whose members represent a large number of national organisations of persons with disabilities (OPDs) from around the globe. IDA commends the efforts of the CRPD Committee and its Secretariat to carrying out its relevant work.
***
Let me commence by honoring the memory of Sir Robert Martin, the first ever CRPD Committee member with a learning disability and whose passing during the inter-sessional period deeply saddened the disability community worldwide. As IDA expressed in early May, "Sir Robert’s legacy of activism and advocacy will endure as we continue to fight for the right to independent living for all persons with disabilities around the world. Rest in power, Sir Robert." Another recent loss for the disability community was that of Dr. Bhargavi Davar, Executive Director of Transformation Communities for Inclusion (TCI) Global, an organization that IDA had the privilege to partner with. Deeply rooted in cross disability solidarity, Dr. Bhargavi Davar brought new perspectives into the movement of persons with psychosocial disabilities, directing efforts to decolonizing the mental health space. She shall be missed. 
***
Moving to work related matters, IDA has been active to promote visibility and transparency of the 2024 CRPD Committee Elections. Out of 15 candidates, 7 shared videos and 10 provided written responses to TB-Net and IDA's initiative to allow candidates to publicly share their motivations and suitability. In addition, almost all candidates participated on the first ever online public presentation event, hosted by the Geneva Human Rights Platform, with the participation of and support from IDA, TB-Net and the GQUAL campaign. The election outcome maintained gender balance and brought in a deaf member for the period 2025-2028, increasing diversity. It is regrettable, however, that the Committee will continue to lack members from Eastern Europe, and we hope for even more disability diversity in the future. 
IDA continues to prioritize support for organizations of persons with disabilities and the CRPD Committee's mandate and we greatly appreciate the Committee's ongoing engagement with OPDs from the countries under review. For this session, we are pleased to have many OPDs representatives attending in person. 
IDA remains committed to engaging with other UN Treaty Body processes to mainstream CRPD standards into their work, and we encourage ongoing inter-Committee collaboration for that purpose. Recently, the Sub-Committee on Prevention of Torture published its general comment no. 1 on article 4 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture, for which IDA submitted a written contribution. The general comment confirms SPT's mandate to undertake visits to places where disability-specific deprivation of liberty occurs. While its drafting could have been clearer, paragraphs 57 and 58 address the situation of persons with disabilities who, regardless of any legal framework or administrative decision, are forced to live and remain in institutions (of any kind) due to lack of support services and measures to live in the community. The Sub-Committee equates that situation to "deprivation of liberty" for the purpose of confirming its monitoring mandate on them. 
IDA has also contributed with written submissions to the process of CEDAW Committee's general recommendation No 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems, which could be adopted in the upcoming CEDAW session. IDA's main ask was that the intersectional approach promoted in the draft becomes more concrete by, among other things, calling States to set explicit requirements on underrepresented groups of women. For instance, ideally, when the request of gender parity could be accompanied by sub-quotas for women with disabilities, proportionate to their share of the female population. Consequently, IDA welcomes CEDAW Committee's recommendation in July to Rwanda to "[a]dopt targeted measures, including temporary special measures such as statutory quotas or reserved seats, to ensure the proportionate representation of women with disabilities in decision-making systems, including in the Chamber of Deputies and in the Senate," in line with national OPDs demands.
We know that the resource constraints and challenges faced by the CRPD Committee, and its Secretariat are significant. IDA must express its regret regarding the full cancellation of a Pre-sessional Working Group due to the UN liquidity crisis, which keeps exacerbating the already critical backlog of State reviews. IDA also insists on the need to allow for the remote participation for representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities and other groups in UN Treaty Bodies' official meetings. It is immensely disappointing that the UNTBs system shows no advancement in terms of ensuring meaningful civil society participation for a properly functioning human rights framework. 
In the lead up to the General Assembly resolution on the treaty body system in December, IDA urges UN Member States, especially at the GA's Fifth Committee and the ACABQ, not only to favor the predictable calendar of States reviews' but also to augment the regular budget for the CRPD Committee's activities and devise solutions to address the backlog of State reviews.
We look forward to learning about the advancements and next steps towards general comment no. 9 on Article 11 CRPD. In times where even decisions of the International Court of Justice are not necessarily respected by all States, IDA appreciates the Committee's efforts -under its mandate- to consider all the relevant conflicts, situations of occupation, and other crisis situations around the world, striving towards equitable consideration. This includes the Committee's late May statement on persons with disabilities subject to unbearable consequences of the ongoing hostilities and violence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. We also recall positively the 17th session of COSP's consideration of Article 11 and the interaction between the Committee, OPDs, and States during the agenda item, and the Security Council’s adoption of resolution 2735 in the same week as COSP, and highlight the 5th anniversary of Security Council resolution 2475 on 20 June. With such an immense gap between international standards and implementation, we hope the work of the Committee in the coming months and years can help the world progress in this critical area. 
Our solidarity goes to all persons, especially persons with disabilities, who are affected by armed conflicts and other situations of risk worldwide.
In closing, we reaffirm our support and appreciation for the CRPD Committee's critical work, wishing you all a successful session.
Thank you.



2

3

image1.png
&’ o IDA

' . International
. Disability Alliance




