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Introduction

"On September 25th, 2025, a focus group discussion was held at Zakhele Community Hall in the Manzini region. The event was attended by 15 sex workers, who actively participated in the discussion on climate change and its effects on sex work. The participants' perspectives, experiences, and insights offered valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities for addressing the impacts of climate change on sex workers."

Methodology: 
"This focus group discussion was conducted on September 25th, 2025, in the Manzini region with a total of 15 sex workers. Prior to the discussion, the participants were informed of the study's objectives and provided their consent to take part in the discussion. During the session, the staff utilized handbooks for note-taking and recording of the participants' responses on their experiences and perspectives regarding climate change. These verbal responses were then transcribed into this document for further analysis and reporting."
Questions:
1. In what ways is climate change impacting the environment and daily life in your area? (e.g. extreme weather, flooding, drought, wildfires, food or water shortages)

· Heavy rainfall can cause disruptions in the daily work activities of sex workers, preventing them from earning income."
· Adverse weather conditions, such as heavy storms, reduce client foot traffic in the streets, limiting the opportunities for sex workers to connect with clients.
· Droughts and other climate-related events can lead to food insecurity, hindering sex workers' ability to focus on work due to hunger and malnutrition. Here are some quotes 


"During the heavy rains, I couldn't go out on the streets to work, so I didn't make any money that day."
"On days when it was really hot, the clients didn't come out to the streets. It made it hard for me to make a living."
"When there's a drought, I have trouble finding enough food. How am I supposed to work if I'm hungry all the time?"

2. How is climate change affecting sex workers in your community, in terms of:
· Access to food, water, shelter
· Safety and experiences of violence
· Access to heath care and social services
· Financial security
· Migration and displacement

· "During dry seasons when the sun is very hot, sex workers often spend more time in bars consuming alcohol to seek relief from the heat, which may increase their vulnerability to exploitation and violence."
· "Floods and extreme weather events frequently damage the inadequate shelters that sex workers can afford due to their financial constraints, leaving them without adequate housing and protection from the elements."
· "The safety of sex workers is often compromised as weather changes and natural disasters lead to an increase in violence, putting them at greater risk of harm."



"In the dry season, I just go to the bar because it's so hot. I'll drink alcohol to cool down, but then I'm more likely to get into trouble."
"The floods always destroy our shacks. We can't afford anything better, so we're just left in the cold and rain."
"It's not safe for us when the weather is bad. Clients get angry, and things get out of control."








3. How is climate change affecting sex workers’ ability to work safely and earn a living? Consider impacts on: 
· Meeting clients or working regularly
· Working conditions (e.g. heat, unsafe locations, forced relocations)
· Access to health or support services
· Experiences of violence, surveillance, and policing

"The increased violence and insecurity caused by climate change prevent sex workers from regularly meeting clients, resulting in a decrease in income and business opportunities."
"The impact of climate change on the working environment has led to tensions and conflicts among sex workers, particularly between younger and older workers.




4. Are some groups of sex workers in your community more affected by climate change than others? For example: migrants, trans sex workers, street-based workers, etc. If so, please explain why. 


· "Street-based sex workers are disproportionately impacted by climate change, which exposes them to health risks and increases the likelihood of contracting illnesses."
Climate change also leads to extreme weather conditions that force street-based sex workers to cover their bodies, which decreases their visibility and makes it difficult for clients to identify and approach them, impacting their ability to earn a living."
"Street-based sex workers are often unable to access proper shelter and protection from extreme weather conditions, making them more vulnerable to health hazards, homelessness, and exploitation."

"The weather can be brutal. It's either boiling hot or freezing cold. But we have to be out on the streets. That's the only way we can make money. It's tough."
"We can't afford proper clothing or shelter. We have to make do with what we have. Sometimes that means getting sick. Sometimes that means going hungry. But we have to keep going."


5. How have sex workers shown resilience or supported each other in response to climate-related challenges?
 "The adverse impacts of climate change on sex workers have led to diminished resilience and limited opportunities for mutual support. The precarious nature of their living arrangements, often confined to small, single-room dwellings, limits their ability to offer assistance to their fellow sex workers when facing challenges related to accommodation. Additionally, financial constraints resulting from decreased earnings due to climate change-related disruptions make it challenging for sex workers to provide monetary or food-based support to each other."


6. What has your organisation done to support sex workers affected by climate change? Please share specific examples, including any successes or lessons learned. 

"One of our key initiatives to support sex workers affected by climate change has been providing top-up funds to enable them to diversify their income streams and establish alternative small businesses. This intervention aims to enhance their economic resilience by offering opportunities beyond sex work, which is often compromised by weather-related disruptions. While this approach has yielded positive results, we have also learned that sustained support and continuous skill development are crucial for the long-term success of these alternative ventures."

7. How has your organisation involved sex workers in responding to climate change or environmental issues?
"While our organization has yet to fully integrate sex workers into our climate change response efforts, we have taken initial steps towards their inclusion. We have provided a small number of sex workers with business skills training, which could contribute to their long-term resilience in the face of climate-related disruptions. Moving forward, we aim to incorporate their perspectives and experiences more prominently in our strategies and initiatives."

8. Are there any services or programmes in your country that support people affected by climate change? 
· If so, are sex workers included in these? 
· If not, what needs to be improved?

"While our country does have programs that support individuals affected by climate change, these efforts do not extend to sex workers due to the criminalization of sex work in our society. The exclusion of sex workers from climate change-related assistance is a significant gap in our country's response efforts.


9. Why is it important for governments and policymakers to consider how climate change affects sex workers? 

There are several reasons why it is critical for governments and policymakers to consider the specific challenges faced by sex workers in the context of climate change:
Addressing the impacts of climate change on sex workers will help our society better understand the factors that lead individuals to engage in sex work, allowing us to develop more holistic and effective solutions.


10. What policy changes (local, national, or global) would support sex workers dealing with the effects of climate change? 

Nationally, adopting laws and policies that decriminalize sex work and protect the rights of sex workers, as well as providing access to critical services and resources, can help mitigate the effects of climate change on this marginalized group.
By legitimizing and protecting sex work, these policies will allow sex workers to carry out their work with dignity and reduce their vulnerability to gender-based violence and exploitation.

11. Is there anything else you’d like to share about climate change and how it affects sex workers? 

Climate change affects sex workers by discouraging clients from traveling long distances in bad weather, thus reducing the demand for sex work.
Raining days pose a challenge for street-based sex workers, who lack appropriate shelter during adverse weather conditions. To mitigate this issue, the country could consider developing appropriate structures for sex workers to conduct their work safely





Thank you for taking part in this consultation.
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