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Training of law-enforcement officials
Specialized anti-TIP trainings were organised for police, investigators, judges, and other officials including labour inspectors, specialists in the field of children's rights protection, particularly staff of childcare and child-protection institutions, social workers, etc. on identifying and assisting victims of trafficking and/or investigating and prosecuting human trafficking cases.
Apart from the capital city of Yerevan, courses, trainings and seminars were conducted also in regional administration centers, as well as for Mayors of villages having high rates of seasonal migration. 
Main topics of the above mentioned courses were: 
· Trafficking, forced labour, trafficking of children and adults with a purpose of forced labour. Civil society’s role in fighting trafficking. 
· Armenia's policy and legislation on fighting trafficking. 
· Assistance provided to trafficking victims in Armenia. 
· Human rights protection implementation during trafficking aimed at forced labour; international experience. 
· Vulnerability abuse.
· Prevention and preliminary identification. 
· Investigation of trafficking cases in Armenia and criminal prosecution. 
· Alleged and identified trafficking victims’ referral for assistance. 
· Victims’ protection and reintegration. 
· Vertical and horizontal cooperation in the process of victims’ referral and reintegration. 
In order to conduct training courses for police officers working with minors, training module “Juvenile Justice in the Republic of Armenia” was developed by the Police To carry out preventive educational activities among minors and to save them from violence against minors, police officers organized meetings, discussions, and conversations in schools operating in their service areas, during which issues of trafficking or exploitation of minors were discussed. Numerous projects aimed at raising awareness among the youth were conducted in Armenia’s regions. 
In the RoA Police Academy, training courses on Trafficking in Persons and Exploitation were conducted for various groups of police officers, covering a total of 231 officers. Police officers lectured in training courses organized by the Umcor Armenia NGO on the topic of labor trafficking.
Specialized officers of the RoA Police participated in joint seminars and workshops organized the Umcor Armenia NGO on issues of exposing, investigating, and prosecuting crimes of trafficking in persons and money laundering, as well as discovering and preventing labor trafficking.
	In the course of 2014 and 2015, 850 penitentiary officers and 60 employees of the Service for Compulsory Enforcement of Judicial Acts took part in training courses on human rights, including the international documents related to the prevention of trafficking.

Investigative Committee
a) In 2015, the Investigative Committee investigated 21 criminal cases of human trafficking or exploitation, of which 14 were instituted in 2015, including 10 cases for sexual exploitation and 4 cases for labor exploitation.
Within the same period, 3 cases regarding 4 accused persons were filed to the court (of which 2 cases regarding 3 persons accused for sexual exploitation and 1 case regarding 1 accused person for labor exploitation). Criminal proceedings in another 4 cases regarding 8 wanted persons were suspended due to the unknown location of those persons (all 4 for sexual exploitation).
b) In the first nine months of 2016, the Investigative Committee investigated 14 criminal cases of human trafficking or exploitation, of which 7 were instituted in 2015, including 3 cases for sexual exploitation and 4 cases for labor exploitation.
Within the same period, 2 cases regarding 2 accused persons were filed to the court (both for sexual exploitation). Criminal proceedings in another 3 cases regarding 3 wanted persons were suspended due to the unknown location of those persons (of which 1 case regarding 4 persons accused for sexual exploitation and 2 cases regarding 3 persons accused for labor exploitation).
Identification Commission
Within the reporting period (November 25, 2015 – September 16, 2016) 23 potential victims were identified, including 5 females (1 minor), 18 males (2 minors); all of them were Armenian nationals. All of these individuals were recognized as victims by the Identification Commission. Among them, 3 were recognized as victims of special category.
			Begging
Males
	Forced labor/labor exploitation
	Sexual exploitation
Females

	
	Males
	Females
	

	1 (domestic, special school student)
	17 (Russian Federation)
	3 (2 domestic, 1 Russian Federation)
	2 (United Arab Emirates)



  	Implementation of the measures aimed at raising the awareness of the amended legislation has already started. The Identification Commission, supported by the OSCE Office in Yerevan, has organized vocational trainings/ discussions in three regions of Armenia – Syunik, Gegharkunik, and Tavush. This work will continue after the completion of the development of indicators for identification.
The Investigative Committee installed child-friendly interview rooms. Such rooms are already available at Aragatsotn, Kotayk, Vayots Dzor and Gegharkunik regional subdivisions of the Investigative Committee, at the Investigations Department of Yerevan and at the Investigations Division of Shengavit district. Within the framework of the program for the improvement of housing conditions of territorial subdivisions of the Investigative Committee, such rooms will be installed at all locations.
The Investigative Committee has an agreement with the Ministry of Science and Education for interviewing children, where necessary, in a child-friendly environment, for example, in the schools operating under the Ministry.
The training program of the Academy of Justice for the investigators of the Investigative Committee comprises the topic of human trafficking or exploitation, paying special attention to the cases of trafficking in children and the specifics of interviewing children.
In addition, within the framework of the program “Improving Access to Justice for Children in Armenia” implemented by the state non-commercial organization “Rehabilitation Center for Offenders” of the Ministry of Justice supported by UNICEF (the United Nations Children's Fund), the Investigative Committee has published the manual titled “On the General Rules and Specific Issues Relating to the Treatment of Children” recommended by the Scientific Council on Philosophy, Sociology and Law of the National Academy of Sciences. At the same time, the Investigative Committee has an agreement with the Armenian representation of the “Save the Children” for the provision of professional psychologist services at the interviews of the minors, including the child victims of trafficking, which has been successfully implemented so far.

Every year, the Government allocates budget funding for implementing the Social-Psychological Rehabilitation of Trafficking Victims program. The funding is intended for the shelter lease costs and partial remuneration of its staff. A considerable part of the funding for the program comes from the partner NGO Umcor, which provides emergency initial assistance and organizes the subsequent integration of victims. In addition, the state budget funds other social programs for healthcare, employment, and support to graduates of orphanages.
The package is large and the support is long-term. In the past, the project allowed TIP victims to stay in the shelter for up to three months (plus an additional month), the RoA Law on Identification and Support of Persons Subjected to Trafficking in Persons and Exploitation, which entered into force in July, extended this time period to 12 months. TIP victims and potential victims receive health care (including government-subsidized free in-patient diagnosis/treatment), psychological and legal support, legal advise, in-kind assistance, and professional orientation, education, and training support. The continuity of their education is ensured. Foreign victims also receive translation services. With the adoption of the new Law, victims are now entitled to one-time monetary compensation. The support package is broadly the same for RoA citizens, stateless persons, refugees, and foreign citizens.


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	




