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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when there appear to be no urgent questions arising.
In association with the Child Rights Information Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the ICCPR, such concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
Summary
Despite the significant role of armed conflict in Mali’s history, and the disproportionate influence the armed forces have had upon its politics, there is an unusual dearth of information about military recruitment in the country.   It is generally believed that Mali has obligatory military service, but the relevant legislative provisions cannot be traced and there is some doubt as to the extent to which it functions in practice.  Clarification on this, and also on whether there are any provisions for conscientious objection, could usefully be sought through the List of Issues.
MALI:  Basic Information
HISTORY  Mali gained independence from France, and was admitted as a member state of the UN 
in 1960.  It acceded to the ICCPR on 16th July, 1974.

The country’s history has been marked by a number of armed conflicts – against secessionist 
rebellions by the Tuareg  of the North; against various Islamic forces; and  between settled 
agriculturalists and nomadic pastoralists,  over resources.

In 2012 a temporary alliance between Tuareg and Islamic groups drove Government forces 
from the northern portion of the country;  the Government sought the assistance of French 
forces with the assistance of which they retook a measure of control of the region.   The 
conflict was at least nominally ended by a ceasefire under the 2015 Algiers Agreement, 

The French presence was subsequently transformed into Operation Burkhane, dedicated to 
the regional struggle, intensified since 1918, against Islamist movements.

In 2022, the new government insisted on the withdrawal of French troops, since when Mali 
has largely relied on Russian support, principally through the Wagner  Private Military and 
Security Group, which is believed to have some 1,000 fighters in the country.  There have 
been accusations that in association with Wagner the Malian armed forces have been 
involved in atrocities.
  In 2023 Mali also demanded the closure of  MINUSMA, the 15,000-
strong UN Peacekeeping Mission which had functioned in the country since 2013.   In 
Autumn 2023 full-scale  armed conflict resumed against former Tuareg rebels.


The death toll in the various wars is not clearly reported, but has been estimated as 
totalling some 10,000 in the four-year period from 2019 to 2022, half of them in 2022.    
Massacres of civilians have accounted for many of these.
  

There were successful military coups in 1968, 1992, 2012. 2020 and 2021.
POPULATION (November 2022, estimated
)


 
        
            20,741,000

proportion of males aged 15-19






                     5.2%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  

                             215,706
MILITARY SERVICE: Obligatory for all males.
 
Duration: 
      24 months

Minimum recruitment age: 18


Conscientious objection:  No provision
ARMED FORCES:   Active strength, 2022
                                                                 21,000
 

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age   

                     9.7%  
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2022



                  $515m                                
 
Per capita
   






                                   $24

As % of  GDP 






                                0.6%
Military Service in Mali
The Malian armed forces were founded upon independence in 1960, initially from Malian veterans of the French colonial forces.
Most sources agree that there has always been selective conscription for a period of two years, but details are woefully absent.  No legislation is quoted; no description is given of recruitment methods, nor of the criteria for selection, and there is no indication of what proportion of the armed forces are conscripts.
What can be stated with confidence is that only a very small proportion of the population has ever been affected by conscription, especially because a large, if variable, proportion of the country has not been under the effective control of the central government.
Some doubt is sown by a report from Reuters in 2014,
 which claimed that Mali was contemplating from the beginning of the following year instituting universal obligatory military service of six months for both men and women, and stated that conscription had last applied between 1982 and 1991. (In 1992, pursuant on a ceasefire agreement the armed forces were boosted by the incorporation of 2,000 former Tuareg rebels.
)   There have however been no reports that this proposal was ever implemented, leaving simply uncertainty as to whether the previous conscription arrangements still apply. 
Numbers of personnel have however increased sharply in recent years; whereas the strength of the armed forces was usually in the past estimated as something over 7,000, the US Army Peacekeeping and Stabilisation Operations Institute estimated in 2019 13,000 in the Army, 800 in the Air Force, 3,000 Gendarmerie and 2,000 National Guard; the International Institute for Strategic Studies estimated for 2022 an overall total of some 21,000 - still however representing a very small proportion of the eligible population.
No reports have ever mentioned provision for conscientious objection.
Suggestion for the List of Issues Prior to Report
Is conscription into the Malian armed forces still practised?  If so, please give details, indicating particularly whether there is any provision for conscientious objection.
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