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15 April 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined eighth and ninth periodic reports of Uruguay, at the Committee’s sixty-fourth session, held in July 2016. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/URY/CO/8-9) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 50 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Uruguay to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 20 (a) and (f) and 32 (a) and (c) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with a four-month delay in November 2018 (CEDAW/C/URY/CO/8-9/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-second session, held in March 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.

Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 20 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “implement and adequately fund nationwide strategies and programmes to prevent and combat domestic violence against women, including activities to raise awareness of the criminal nature of violence against women, and expedite the reform of the Criminal Code and the adoption of a comprehensive law criminalizing all forms of violence against women, ensuring as part of that reform that femicide and marital rape are recognized as criminal offences”: 
 The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the reform of the Criminal Code, including the recognition of femicide as homicide against women. It further welcomes that the State party conducted awareness raising campaigns on gender-based violence and that several ministries and the Office of Planning and Budget increased budgetary fund to combat against gender-based violence. While these are important measures, the Committee regrets that marital rape is still not explicitly defined as an offence in the Criminal Code. The Committee considers that the State party took substantial steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendations have been substantially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Ricardo González Arenas
Permanent Representative of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Rue de Lausanne 65 (5th Floor)

1202 Geneva
Email: urunugi@mrree.gub.uy
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “establish monitoring mechanisms to evaluate the accessibility of protection and assistance services for victims of gender-based violence, in particular for disadvantaged groups of women such as women of African descent, women with disabilities and refugee, asylum-seeking and migrant women”:
The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party on existing mechanisms to collect administrative data to monitor actions implemented for cases of violence. Regretting the lack of information on accessibility of support services for women who are victims of violence, particularly for disadvantaged groups of women, it considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 20 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Continue implementing and adequately funding nationwide strategies and programmes to prevent and combat domestic violence against women, including activities to raise awareness of the criminal nature of violence against women, along with criminalizing all forms of violence against women; ensuring it as part of the  reform that marital rape  recognized as criminal offences.
2.
Reinforce monitoring mechanisms to evaluate the accessibility of protection and assistance services for victims of gender-based violence, particularly for disadvantaged groups of women, i.e. women of African descent, women with disabilities, refugees, asylum-seekers and migrant women.
With regards to the recommendation made in paragraph 32 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “implement effective strategies to address the high rates of early pregnancy and school dropout, with measures, including scholarships, to ensure retention and facilitate the re-entry into school of young mothers, especially women and girls of African descent, rural women and girls and women living in deprived urban areas, with active monitoring up to and including tertiary education”: 
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the development of a national strategy for the prevention of unwanted early pregnancy, which will provide tailored curriculums and childcare services for adolescent parents to continue their education. It further welcomes on the establishment of an intra-institutional commission, to monitor the implementation of the strategy and on regulations issued by the Central Education Board in 2017, to provide flexible conditions in public schools and childcare services. The Committee however regrets that there is a lack of information on  equal access to these services by disadvantaged groups of women. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “promote specific actions, including temporary special measures, to improve the representation of women in decision-making positions in academic institutions and to increase the number of female professors in universities”:
The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party on the measures that have been taken to conduct gender analysis in the fields of science and technology and to improve gender equality in employment. It however regrets the absence of information on measures taken to increase female representatives in decision-making positions in academics, including female university professors. The Committee considers that the State party has not taken sufficient steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State has failed to address the recommendations. It thus considers the quality of the information provided unsatisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 32 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Ensure the implementation of the strategy for the prevention of adolescent pregnancy; and the integrated national care system, with measures including scholarships, to ensure retention and facilitate the re-entry into schools of young mothers, especially women and girls of African descent; rural women and girls and women living in deprived urban areas, with active monitoring up to and including tertiary education.

2.
Promote specific actions, including temporary special measures, to improve the representation of women in decision-making positions in academic institutions, and increase the number of female professors in universities.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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