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Dear colleagues,
Distinguished representatives of UN entities, agencies and

Inter-governmental as well as non-governmental organizations,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I would like to join Mr. Doren in welcoming you to the 56th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.
Ms. Acar, Ms. Simonovic and Ms. Zerdani are not with us today. Ms. Bailey will join us on Wednesday, and Ms. Acar and Ms. Simonovic next Monday. Unfortunately, Ms. Zerdani might not be able to join us during this session for health reasons, and I wish to send her our best wishes for a quick and full recovery.
It has been only two months since our last session ended, and during this time, I had the privilege to participate in a number of meetings and events of relevance to the promotion and protection of women’s rights. I therefore wish to update you on the activities that I have engaged in as Chairperson of the CEDAW Committee, as well as on other issues that are of interest to the Committee.
Starting with the status of the Convention and its Optional Protocol, I would like to inform you that the number of States parties remains at 187. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, on the meeting time of the Committee has not changed and remains at 68. For its entry into force, the amendment requires acceptance by two thirds of the States parties to the Convention, that is, currently, 125 acceptances.  Moreover, the number of States parties to the Optional Protocol remains at 104.
Since the beginning of our fifty-fifth session, five States parties have submitted their periodic reports, namely Namibia, Senegal, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Croatia and Timor Leste.

Still during our fifty-fifth session, on 15 July 2013, I had the honour to attend a working lunch with the Secretary-General hosted by the French National Assembly.
Already in June, I had the opportunity to promote the CEDAW Convention and a stronger gender perspective at the informal meeting of the Working Party on Human Rights (COHOM) of the European Union in Brussels hosted by the Irish EU Presidency. On 11 June, I convened a meeting with Ambassadors and relevant national networks in Paris to rally support for the promotion of the Convention.

On 13 September, I was invited by the French National Human Rights Commission to give a briefing on the Convention. A few days later, I organized a meeting with the French Foreign Ministry to discuss the project of an IT-based CEDAW implementation and awareness-raising tool for decision makers and civil servants in national governments and international development agencies.
I would like to emphasize that at all these meetings, I had the opportunity to promote our requests to the General Assembly for additional resources to enable the Working Group on Communications to also deal with inquiries and for convening one of our annual sessions in New York. In this regard, I have, through the Secretariat, arranged for meetings with the regional groups at the General Assembly in New York, where I will present our annual report to the Third Committee on Friday, 11 October. I understand that time has been set aside on Friday this week to discuss the main messages that I will deliver before the Third Committee, as well as in my meetings with the regional groups in New York next week.

During my visit to New York, I will also meet with the new Executive Director of UN Women, Ms. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, and participate in a side event organized by UN Women, OHCHR and the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea on “Women’s participation in public life and decision-making”, both on 11 October.

Dear colleagues,

Let me now turn to the upcoming highlights of present session. On 7 October, in the morning, we will hold a half-day of general discussion on rural women. On this occasion, I wish to thank OHCHR, UN Women, FAO, IFAD and WFP for their support for this event. The Committee will also have private meetings to discuss issues of common concern with national Parliamentarians and with the Human Rights Committee during the course of this session. On 16 October, we will continue our dialogue with the Ville de Genève. The Mayor of Geneva, Ms. Sandrine Salerno, has invited us to a private visit of the Musée de la Croix Rouge followed by a reception in the evening, and I would like to express the Committee’s deep appreciation for the hospitality and generosity of our host city Geneva.

As always, we have a lot of work ahead of us. In addition to our dialogues with seven States parties, we will continue our work on general comments, inquiries, individual communications, as well as follow-up to concluding observations. It is with regret that I note that the terms of our highly efficient and hard-working follow-up rapporteur, Ms. Bailey, and her competent alternate, Ms. Hayashi, will come to an end at this session and that we will need to appoint their replacements as follow-up rapporteur and alternate.
Distinguished colleagues,
Since our last session, some of you have been involved in CEDAW-related activities such as conferences, workshops and seminars, both in your capacity as CEDAW members and in your personal capacity.
I would kindly ask those Committee members who participated in such events during these past two months to please fill in the table on inter-sessional activities that will be distributed by the Secretariat and to provide copies of their statements to the Secretariat so that they can be distributed to the Committee during the session.

I would also be delighted to hear from Committee members who have represented the Committee at official meetings or undertaken work related to the activities of the Committee.
Lastly, I would like to remind you again that at this session, our dialogues with States parties, as well as our half-day general discussion on rural women on Monday, 7 October, in the morning, will continue to be webcast publicly and live on the website www.treatybodywebcast.org. It is my strong belief that this measure will contribute to making the sessions of our Committee accessible to a wider audience globally, thereby increasing understanding of our work as well as of the Convention. I therefore extend a warm welcome to all those who will be our online guests during this session.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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