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About the submitting organizations:  

The Africa Institute for Energy Governance (AFIEGO) is a Ugandan incorporated non-profit 

company that influences energy and related policies to benefit poor and vulnerable communities. 

Based in Kampala, Uganda, the organisation was born out of the need to contribute to efforts to 

turn Africa’s clean energy potential into reality and to ensure that the common man and woman 

benefits from this energy boom that should be realised in an environmentally-compatible 

manner. Through research, advocacy and community education, AFIEGO works with 

communities and leaders in Uganda, East Africa, the African Great Lakes region and beyond to 

ensure that energy resources are utilised in a way that promotes equitable development, 

environmental conservation and respect for human rights.  

 

The Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) uses the power of law to protect the 

environment, promote human rights, and ensure a just and sustainable society. CIEL seeks a 

world where the law reflects the interconnection between humans and the environment, respects 

the limits of the planet, protects the dignity and equality of each person, and encourages all of 

earth’s inhabitants to live in balance with each other. 

 

Les Amis de la Terre France/ Friends of the Earth France (FoE France) is a non-profit 

environmental and human rights network, independent from any religious or political influence. 

FoE France is a key player on corporate impunity issues: it has been working with affected 

communities and environmental defenders in different countries, and was amongst the core 

group of CSOs advocating for the adoption of legally binding legislation to prevent and remedy 

corporate abuse on human rights and the environment. It fought for the adoption of the French 

duty of vigilance law and has filed the very first legal case under this law, against Total for its 

Tilenga and EACOP projects in Uganda and Tanzania. It is also very active in the ongoing 

processes at the European level (EU directive on Sustainable corporate governance) and UN 

level (binding treaty on transnational corporations and human rights). FoE France is also 

known for its longstanding work on the finance sector (both public and private) responsibility in 

the expansion of the fossil fuel industry, thus fueling climate change. 
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The Africa Institute for Energy Governance (AFIEGO), the Center for International 

Environmental Law (CIEL), and Les Amis de la Terre France/ Friends of the Earth France 

respectfully request that the Human Rights Committee include the following questions in the List 

of Issues (LOI) for Uganda:  

 

1. Please identify the measures taken to prevent and mitigate the adverse impacts of the 

development of the Tilenga and Kingfisher oilfields and associated East African Crude 

Oil Pipeline on human beings, the natural environment, and the climate in the affected 

and surrounding areas. Specifically, given the widespread recognition that climate change 

threatens the right to life and other human rights, that fossil fuels are the primary driver 

of climate change, and that there is an urgent need to address the climate crisis, please 

address: how the development of these new fossil fuel projects is compatible with the 

State’s obligations to (i) respect and protect the right to life of the individuals and 

communities that are directly and indirectly affected by these projects and (ii) to take 

measures to prevent or mitigate foreseeable adverse impacts of climate change?  

2. Please report on what the State is doing to ensure that communities adversely affected by 

the Tilenga, Kingfisher, and EACOP projects, or at risk of such adverse impacts, have 

access to an effective remedy, and what measures are being taken to prevent further 

foreseeable harms during the pendency of any legal actions seeking such remedy? 

 

3. What steps is the State taking to respect and protect the rights of environmental and 

human rights defenders, including their rights to freedom of opinion, expression, peaceful 

assembly, association, and liberty and security of the person. Specifically: (a) what steps 

is the State taking to investigate reports of arbitrary arrest and detention of human rights 

and environmental defenders working with communities impacted by the Tilenga and 

Kingfisher oil fields and the East African Crude Oil Pipeline, and to provide effective 

remedy?; (b) what steps is the State taking to ensure a safe environment for civil society 

organizations and community organizations working with communities impacted by the 

Tilenga and Kingfisher oil fields and the East African Crude Oil Pipeline? 

 

A. The Tilenga and Kingfisher Oil Fields and the East African Crude Oil Pipeline are 

Threatening the Right to Life of Impacted Communities  

 

As this Committee has declared, climate change is one of the “most pressing and serious threats 

to the ability of present and future generations to enjoy the right to life.”1 The adverse local and 

global climate impacts from the Tilenga and Kingfisher oil fields and the East African Crude Oil 

Pipeline (EACOP) threaten the right to life of directly and indirectly impacted communities. The 

foreseeable threats to life connected with these projects trigger Uganda’s duty to take measures 

to prevent foreseeable threats to life—and in particular a life with dignity. Doing so requires 

Uganda to prevent environmental harm, including pollution and climate change caused by public 

and private actors.2  
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The EACOP is a planned 1,443-kilometer heated pipeline that will transport crude oil extracted 

from the Tilenga and Kingfisher oil fields in Uganda’s Albertine Graben (the Lake Albert Basin) 

to the Tanzanian port of Tanga, where it will be loaded onto tankers for export. The pipeline is 

expected to be one of the largest infrastructure projects in East Africa and the longest heated oil 

pipeline in the world.3 According to the respective projects’ Environmental and Social Impact 

Assessments (ESIAs), at peak production, the Tilenga project aims to extract 190,000 barrels of 

oil a day,4 and the Kingfisher project aims to extract 40,000 barrels a day.5 According to 

TotalEnergies, the EACOP, if constructed, would carry 230,000 barrels of oil a day at peak 

production.6 The pipeline will be heated to 50°C in order to keep the crude oil in a liquid state 

during transportation.7  

 

According to multiple sources the development of the EACOP and associated upstream fields 

and facilities have already caused, or threaten to cause, a range of local harms in Uganda and in 

Tanzania. These harms include: physical and economic displacement of tens of thousands of 

people and related socioeconomic effects; potential depletion and contamination of surface and 

groundwater sources; and safety and health impacts; among others. Collectively, project 

documents show that the Tilenga and Kingfisher oilfields and the EACOP will directly impact 

the land of approximately 120,000 individuals in Uganda and Tanzania.8 Within Uganda, the 

upstream oil field developments have already led to physical and economic displacement of 

thousands of people, and are expected to affect tens of thousands more in the area as production 

proceeds.9 Moreover, many individuals affected by the displacement and land acquisition 

process report that they have not received compensation, or adequate compensation, and are 

facing land use restrictions. For instance, individuals have reported being deprived access to their 

land or significant portions of their land, preventing them from growing food for survival or 

income generation.10  

 

A number of reports show that the environmental harm of the upstream oil developments and the 

pipeline project threatens the right to life, especially the right to life with dignity, of all affected 

people. The oilfields and pipeline will cause irreversible impacts to protected parks, game 

reserves, forests, wetlands, lakes, rivers, and marine ecosystems, as well as to the livelihoods of 

those who reside in or nearby the project areas. Nearly one-third of the proposed pipeline is 

planned to be constructed in the Lake Victoria freshwater basin, which supports the livelihoods 

of up to 40 million people.11 The planned route would also cross numerous watercourses 

utilizing a low-cost method that does not meet industry best practice.12 An oil leak or spill—the 

likelihood of which is high, given that the pipeline will traverse an active seismic zone13—could 

have catastrophic and irreversible effects on these vital freshwater resources. The pipeline will 

also disturb nearly 2,000 square kilometers of protected wildlife habitats and multiple forest 

reserves critical to the preservation of vulnerable species like the eastern chimpanzee and the 

African elephant.14 The pipeline and the Tilenga and Kingfisher oil fields are likewise designed 

to run near or through a number of legally protected biodiversity areas, including several Ramsar 
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Wetlands of International Importance protected under international law.15 For instance, 

approximately one-third of the oil pads for the Tilenga project are within the Murchison Falls 

National Park (MFNP), which hosts the Murchison Falls-Albert Delta Wetland System, a 

Ramsar site.16 Extraction at oil fields in the Lake Albert Basin and related risks endanger the 

national park, a critical ecosystem and Uganda’s second most visited national park,17 as well as 

the threatened Bugoma Forest Reserve.18 Moreover, E-Tech International’s review of the Tilenga 

project ESIA identified numerous elements of the project that do not meet international best 

practices or best available techniques.19 

 

On top of these adverse local impacts, the oil development and export activities will contribute 

significantly to anthropogenic climate change. According to emissions estimates across the full 

value chain, which encompasses the project’s construction, operations, refining, and product use 

over the course of its 25-year lifetime, the EACOP will release 377.6 million metric tonnes of 

CO2. Broken down, this includes estimated carbon emissions from the project’s construction 

phase (0.24 MtCO2 - Uganda only), operational emissions (6.55 MtCO2e), refining emissions 

(34.52 MtCO2), and product use emissions (330.71 MtCO2).20  

 

This new oil development in East Africa comes at a time when the world is already in the midst 

of an accelerating climate emergency, the consequences of which are being felt most acutely by 

those least responsible for global warming, including communities in Uganda and Tanzania. It 

also comes at a time when the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the world’s 

preeminent authority on climate science, has affirmed what other studies have shown: that there 

is more oil, gas, and coal already under development than the world can burn without exceeding 

1.5°C warming and causing further irreversible harm.21  

 

The science is unequivocal—the world must phase out fossil fuels to avoid climate catastrophe—

and the economic and policy implications of that scientific reality are clear.  The scientific 

community has known for decades that fossil fuel production and use is the principal driver of 

anthropogenic climate change.22 The IPCC has consistently found that keeping global warming 

below dangerous levels, consistent with the ultimate objective of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),23 requires an urgent and rapid shift away from fossil 

fuels.24 As stated in the final draft of the most recent IPCC report, “limiting warming requires 

shifting energy investments away from fossil-fuels and towards low-carbon technologies.”25 Yet 

the United Nations Environment Programme’s 2021 Production Gap Report found that states 

around the world are planning to produce twice as much oil and gas in 2030 than what is 

consistent with a 1.5°C limit.26 If those production plans proceed, the necessary transition away 

from fossil fuels will leave stranded assets.27 That prospect calls into question the economic 

feasibility of the Tilenga, Kingfisher, and EACOP projects and highlights the potential risks to 

Uganda and to the impacted communities that will be left with the financial debt and 

environmental degradation.28 In May 2021, the International Energy Agency declared that new 
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investment in oil and gas needs to halt if the world is to limit warming to 1.5°C.29 The Tilenga 

and Kingfisher oilfields and the EACOP must be viewed against this backdrop: they are being 

planned and developed amidst an accelerating climate crisis and at a time when investment in a 

just transition to a fossil free future is urgently needed.  

 

Civil society organizations working with communities affected by the upstream oil projects and 

EACOP have filed court cases in multiple fora, including in Uganda and the East African Court 

of Justice (EACJ), raising the above environmental and human rights concerns.30 To date, 

however, the merits of the cases have not been heard and the applicants have faced repeated 

delays, including postponement of hearings.31 As a consequence, the applicants have so far been 

deprived of access to prompt and effective remedy for the alleged threats to and violations of 

their rights.32 Applicants before the EACJ have sought a temporary injunction to prevent the 

commencement of the EACOP’s construction until the case can be heard and determined.33 The 

delay undermines not only applicants’ right to an effective remedy, but all the rights threatened 

by the project.  

 

In light of the magnitude of these projects and their devastating impacts, the submitting 

organizations respectfully request the Committee to include the below questions in its LOI. In its 

131st session, this Committee included a question about the EACOP in it its LOI for Tanzania.34 

The EACOP originates in and traverses Uganda, where it runs from the associated oil fields to 

Tanzania. The Committee should, thus, likewise ensure that a question on Uganda’s LOI focuses 

on the pipeline and the associated upstream oil projects in Uganda.   

 

1. Please identify the measures taken to prevent and mitigate the adverse impacts of the 

development of the Tilenga and Kingfisher oilfields and associated East African Crude 

Oil Pipeline on human beings, the natural environment, and the climate in the affected 

and surrounding areas. Specifically, given the widespread recognition that climate change 

threatens the right to life and other human rights, that fossil fuels are the primary driver 

of climate change, and that there is an urgent need to address the climate crisis, please 

address: how the development of these new fossil fuel projects is compatible with the 

State’s obligations to (i) respect and protect the right to life of the individuals and 

communities that are directly and indirectly affected by these projects and (ii) to take 

measures to prevent or mitigate foreseeable adverse impacts of climate change?  

2. Please report on what the State is doing to ensure that communities adversely affected by 

the Tilenga, Kingfisher, and EACOP projects, or at risk of such adverse impacts, have 

access to an effective remedy, and what measures are being taken to prevent further 

foreseeable harms during the pendency of any legal actions seeking such remedy?  
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B. The Closing of Civic Space, Threats, and Detention of Environmental and Human 

Rights Defenders Violates their Rights to Freedom of Expression, Association, and 

Liberty and Security of the Person  

 

Civil society, international organizations, and U.N. independent experts appointed by the Human 

Rights Council have long expressed concern over the closing of civic space in Uganda.35 Over 

the past couple of years groups have documented threats, raids, arbitrary arrests, and the 

detention of environmental and human rights defenders working with communities impacted by 

the Tilenga and Kingfisher oilfields and the EACOP.36  For example, in May 2021, AFIEGO 

reported that one of their field officers was arrested and detained after meeting with community 

members whose land is being, or has been, acquired for the Tilenga oil project.37 In October 

2021, AFIEGO reported that the police raided their offices in Kampala and, on multiple 

occasions, arrested staff members, including a breastfeeding mother and a person in need of 

medical attention; arrested and detained a chairperson of a community-based organization whose 

members work with AFIEGO; and arrested a community human rights defender who has 

advocated for the protection of the rights of people affected by the EACOP.38 In February 2022, 

the Community Transformation Foundation Network (COTFONE) reported that unidentified 

individuals broke into their Masaka office and took computers (with important information), 

tablets, and a phone and broke into the Network Coordinator’s home. COTFONE works with 

people affected by the EACOP and believes that these break-ins are connected to their “human 

rights defender work.”39 These incidents seem to be part of a broader crackdown on civil society 

organizations. In August 2021, the NGO Bureau halted the operations of dozens of civil society 

organizations, including AFIEGO and other groups that work on environmental rights and with 

communities affected by oil and gas development.40  

 

UN Special Rapporteurs have sent multiple communications to Uganda raising concerns 

“regarding the arrests, acts of intimidation and judicial harassments against human rights 

defenders and NGOs working in the oil and gas sector in Uganda.”41 In the most recent 

Communication from January 2022, the experts noted that “these acts seem to be part of a 

broader pattern of intimidation and harassment of civil society organisations and groups in 

Uganda who have raised human rights concerns arising from oil and gas projects.”42 The 

Communication details the protections that human rights and environmental defenders have 

under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), including the right to be 

free from arbitrary arrest or detention and their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, 

association, and expression, as well as the obligations of States to ensure a safe and enabling 

environment for human rights and environmental defenders to carry out legitimate and peaceful 

activities.43   

 

The reported pattern of closing civic space in Uganda threatens numerous rights protected by the 

ICCPR and should be a focus of the upcoming review of the State party. The submitting 

organizations respectfully request that the Committee including the following question in its 

LOI: 

 

1. What steps is the State taking to respect and protect the rights of environmental and 

human rights defenders, including their rights to freedom of opinion, expression, peaceful 

assembly, association, and liberty and security of the person. Specifically: (a) what steps 
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is the State taking to investigate reports of arbitrary arrest and detention of human rights 

and environmental defenders working with communities impacted by the Tilenga and 

Kingfisher oil fields and the East African Crude Oil Pipeline and to provide effective 

remedy? (b) what steps is the State taking to ensure a safe environment for civil society 

organizations and community organizations working with communities impacted by the 

Tilenga and Kingfisher oil fields and the East African Crude Oil Pipeline?  
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