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WIPO is the United Nations specialized agency mandated to develop a balanced and effective international intellectual property system for the cultural, economic and social development of all.  

In the field of copyright, WIPO focuses on increasing access to knowledge and educational opportunities for the 253 million persons worldwide with blindness and print disabilities. The Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled is the legal framework for these activities. The Marrakesh VIP Treaty allows the production and transfer of accessible books across national boundaries. This landmark Treaty was adopted on June 27, 2013 by the Member States of WIPO, and came into force on September 30, 2016 after ratification by 20 States. Today, 41 countries have joined the Treaty.

The Accessible Books Consortium (ABC) is a public - private partnership led by WIPO to implement the Marrakesh VIP Treaty.  It includes organizations that represent people with print disabilities such as the World Blind Union; libraries for the blind; standards bodies, and organizations representing authors, publishers and collective management organizations.  The ABC has shown itself to be a successful international alliance, bringing together all the relevant state and non-state actors with a unity of purpose. 

ABC’s goal is to increase the number of books worldwide in accessible formats - such as braille, audio, e-text, large print – and to make them available to people who are print disabled.

These WIPO activities are strategically aligned with a disability-inclusive 2030 Agenda:  they support SDG Goal 4 (Quality Education) and are consistent with articles 9 and 24 of the CRPD regarding accessibility and education. 

Since June 2014, ABC has established projects in 12 developing and least-developed countries to provide training and technical assistance in accessible book production, and funding for the production of accessible educational materials in national languages. ABC has funded the production of over 4,450 educational materials for primary, secondary and university students to date. 

The ABC Global Book Service is an on-line catalogue that enables libraries located in Marrakesh VIP Treaty contracting parties to search, and make requests, for accessible digital books without further authorization from copyright owners. This international “library-to-library” service allows participating organizations to supplement their collections from their counterparts in other countries free of charge.  Over 205,000 accessible format copies of titles were supplied to individual patrons through participating libraries in the Service.  

As an important new development, when the European Union implements the Marrakesh VIP Treaty on October 12, 2018, over 270,000 titles will become available for cross-border exchange through the ABC Global Book Service.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Member States are encouraged to help support these initiatives through becoming a contracting party to the Marrakesh VIP Treaty and by facilitating the involvement of their national libraries and organizations for the print disabled in the ABC Global Book Service.   
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