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Introduction
Limited Possibility Having Rights of persons (hereinafter referred to as persons with disabilities) and the protection of freedoms, their Complete Engagement Publicly In life, Georgia Democratic Development One by one Most It is an important priority . The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Accordingly , they I must To be equal to others Rights and freedoms , to be free in public, political , social , economic , sports and cultural life In the fields in terms of participation and enjoyed adequate mechanisms for protection against discrimination .
Unfortunately , the last During the period Georgia's ruling party Legislative Initiatives that​ Directed Non-governmental Sector "Framework" and excessive control , important Restrictions Create Disability Persons Rights and freedoms and the realization of their potential . Among the aforementioned restrictive laws, the “ foreign Influence "On Transparency" Law , the “Foreign Agents Registration Act” and the “Grants” Law. Added to all this is the Georgian Criminal Code Law The Code includes a new regulation in the form of Article 355² , which declares the violation of the obligation specified in the “Foreign Agents Registration Act” punishable by up to 5 years in prison, while the “Law on Grants” prohibits the issuance of grants without the consent of the Government of Georgia, “ foreign Influence "On Transparency" The law also provides for fines of thousands of dollars for organizations that do not comply with the requirements of this law and do not transfer any requested information (including personal information) to the state-designated agency that it requests, including personal information.
The aforementioned legislative changes As a result Disability Persons And They by Created Organizations, as an integral part of civil activists and NGOs, are experiencing Systemic Discrediting , repression And Financial pressure from the state, which significantly It aggravates Their activities are aimed at promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. Protection And Advocacy In terms of capabilities .
Restrictions imposed To a significant extent Limits disability Persons Socio - economic The situation And   Inclusion in society, because one of the main areas for realizing the potential of persons with disabilities in Georgia was the civil sector, especially organizations created by persons with disabilities , because the public and private sectors are very "weak" and insensitive in terms of employing persons with disabilities .
Obviously mentioned Legislative Initiatives No corresponds Limited Possibility Having The rights of individuals and their organizations Protection International standards, And Especially the UN Disability Persons Rights Convention principles that​ Free Association , participation in public life And Elimination of discrimination Guarantees They are given to people with disabilities .
Accordingly, the above-mentioned legislative changes not only limit Limited Possibility Having Persons organizations and the organizational activities of persons with disabilities , but also a direct threat They create The independence, freedom and sustainable development of these organizations and the disabled people employed in them , which makes it impossible for these organizations and disabled people's civil activists to monitor their main function, the activities of state structures , as stipulated in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Based on the above, this Account The goal is To review Recent legislative changes in Georgia Changes Influence Limited Possibility Having Persons On rights and freedoms, to assess the consequences that have hindered and damaged Community of people with disabilities Participate in socio - political processes and demonstrate International The public 's concern And Recommendations that​ Important Role They play in Georgia, human  Rights In the field of protection .
This With a score We We are doing The difficult situation created in Georgia Systemic Analysis, we will highlight those risks that​  Danger Creates in Georgia Community of people with disabilities Protection of rights and freedoms , their independent life, full inclusion in society, transition to a way of life based on the principles of justice and equality between the state and society .

Overview of recent legislative changes restricting rights

Description of measures taken to ensure that the Law on Transparency of Foreign Influence, the Law on Grants, the Foreign Agents Registration Act and amendments to Article 355 2 of the Criminal Code of Georgia comply with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and ensure respect, protection and guarantee of the right to freedom of assembly of these persons, including their right to receive and benefit from legitimate foreign funding.

As mentioned above, the aforementioned legislative amendments significantly restrict the freedom of association of persons with disabilities, their ability to receive foreign funding, and, accordingly, their activities. Specifically:
Opinion on the regulations established by the Laws on "Transparency of Foreign Influence" and "On Grants":
The Law on Transparency of Foreign Influence (as well as the Foreign Agents Registration Act, see below) specifically uses the term “organization representing the interests of a foreign power,” which, according to the Georgian Explanatory Dictionary, is a substantive definition of the term “agent of a foreign power” and aims to insult, disparage, and tarnish the reputation of organizations falling under this term, and to degrade them in the eyes of society.
[bookmark: _Hlk205144604]According to this law “ Organizations representing the interests of a foreign power ” are all non-profit, non-commercial legal entities whose source of income is at least 20% of their income is from a foreign power [footnoteRef:1]. This rule also applies to mass media and information outlets if at least 20% of their non-commercial income is from a foreign power. Accordingly, this law declares all types of non-profit organizations, including organizations representing persons with disabilities, as “ organizations representing the interests of a foreign power .” [1: According to Article 3 of this law: A foreign power is:
a ) foreign The state Government System Constituent Subject ;
b ) physical The person who No is Georgia Citizen ;
c ) Legal The person who Georgia Legislation Based on No is Based on ;
d ) such Organizational Formation ( them) Between , Foundation , Association , Corporation , Union , Other Face organization ) or Persons Other Face Such The union that Stranger The state Law and / or International Law It is based on Based on (see https://www.matsne.gov.ge/document/view/6171895?publication=0 )] 

This law does not apply to organizations established by an administrative body, which is the National Sports Federation of Georgia under the Law of Georgia “On Sports” or a blood institution under the Law of Georgia “On the Quality and Safety of Human Blood and Its Components”. That is, a non-commercial legal entity established by the state or a state body, which clearly indicates that the purpose of this law is to restrict non-governmental organizations and media outlets, since this law obliges them to:
a) register on a special public, publicly accessible website of "Organizations Representing the Interests of Foreign Powers";
b) Identification data and address of the organization;
c) The website address of the organization;

d) Information on the source, amount and purpose of any cash or other material benefit of property value received by the organization during the previous calendar year;
e) Information on the amount and purpose of any funds spent by the organization during the previous calendar year;

The requested information is information that is protected by national and international legislation on the protection of personal data and is contrary to their obligation to protect and preserve their privacy.
This law also provides for the control of the implementation of the requirements of this law by a special body designated by the state and the right to request any information (including personal and secret information) from the organization under inspection. Monitoring can be initiated both on the initiative of the monitoring entity and on the basis of an anonymous notification received by it that an organization is violating the requirements of this law, thus the monitoring entity has full authority to enter any organization it wishes, remove material and electronic information, and take away information-carrying devices (which will likely paralyze the organization) and can do all this without any court ruling, and an appeal will not stop all this (this law provides for this). This regulation is very similar to the institution of “listening” to the so-called enemies of the people that existed in the Soviet Union and is a kind of its reincarnation in 21st century Georgia.
In addition, according to this law, failure to register on a special website in January of each year and failure to submit information from the previous year results in substantial fines, which are progressive until the requirements are met and can reach up to 250,000 GEL (85,000 USD) per year, which is a catastrophically large amount for any Georgian NGO, the non-payment of which will lead to the seizure of the organizations' bank accounts and property.
Despite these complex and dangerous regulations, this law has met with great opposition from the civil society, including from organizations of persons with disabilities. Lawsuits have been filed with the national Constitutional Court, as well as with the European Court of Human Rights (of which our organization is one of the plaintiffs).
Therefore, in order to create additional pressure, the ruling party of Georgia adopted the so-called Georgian FARA law, which established personal liability among them (since this law only covers legal entities), and based on it, added a special article to the Criminal Code, and as an additional lever, also made amendments to the existing law "On Grants" (see also below).

[bookmark: _Hlk205055104]Opinion on the Georgian version of the Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) and the regulations of Article 355 2 of the Criminal Code of Georgia:
The Georgian version of the “Foreign Agents Registration Act,” known as FARA, which applies to almost all civil society activists and non-governmental organizations, including persons with disabilities and organizations founded by them, i.e. agents of foreign principals [footnoteRef:2], imposes the following obligations: [2: Agent of a foreign principal:
a) a person who Acts as​ Foreign Principal Agent , representative , miss by Employed Person Or His At work Being person , or Other The person who Valid Foreign Principal By direction , request , instruction Or With control , or That Person Agent , representative , miss by Employed Person Or His At work Being Person Or Other The person who Valid Foreign Principal By direction , request , instruction Or With control And whose Activities completely Or For the most part , directly Or Indirectly Supervises , manages , controls , finances Or whose Activities Subsidization Carries out Foreign Principal , if The above Person Meets One by one Then Condition :
A. A. ) He directly Or Other Person Through , foreign Principal In favor of Or His/Her Of interest Because of In Georgia Political In activity Participates in ;
A. B. ) He/She directly Or Other Person Through , foreign Principal In favor of Or His/Her Of interest Because of In Georgia  Acts as​ With the public Relationships Advisor , Advertising Agent , news Service Employee Or Political Advisor ;
A. C. ) He directly Or Other Person Through , foreign Principal In favor of Or His/Her Of interest Because of In Georgia Searches , collects , allocates Or Issued Donation , loan , money Or Other Material Value ;
A. D. ) He In Georgia represents Foreign Principal Interests  Any State Institution Or Position Person in front of ;
A. E. ) A person who Agrees , allows reveals Or allows that​ Contractual Relationship Within Or Contractual Relationship Without to act as This By law Determined Foreign Principal The agent , or which myself Foreign Principal As an agent Effectively Shows Or ( For details, see Article 1, Paragraph "C" and its subparagraphs https://www.matsne.gov.ge/document/view/6461578?publication=0 ).] 

a) All persons who are considered to be agents (representatives) of a foreign state (foreign principal) under this law must register themselves as such with a special body and indicate in all aspects of their activities (posts, brochures, flyers, videos, meetings, etc.) that they are agents of a foreign state. If they do not register voluntarily, they will be forcibly registered as such in a special database.
b) A person registered as a foreign agent, as mentioned above, is obliged to directly or indirectly provide information to the state on almost every detail of his activities, e.g. his name, status, address, contact information and all other personal information, as well as the same personal information about all his partners, employees and beneficiaries, including such specific personal information that is protected by local and international legislation on the protection of personal data, e.g. the status of a disabled person, medical diagnoses, remuneration amounts and other protected information. All contracts and agreements that are concluded within the scope of his activities, etc.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  See the detailed list of Article 2, Paragraph 1 of the Law at the link: https://www.matsne.gov.ge/document/view/6461578?publication=0 .] 

It should be noted separately that the word “agent”, both taken separately and in the context of a foreigner, has been used in Georgian society for centuries and is still used as a term denoting enemies and traitors of Georgia. Accordingly, the legalization of this term at the legislative level deliberately causes reputational damage to civil activists and non-governmental organizations (including persons with disabilities and organizations founded by them) in the eyes of the public and reduces their trust in society, which encourages stigmatization, aggression, bullying and insults towards them, which makes it impossible for them to carry out adequate and safe activities in Georgia [footnoteRef:4]and contradicts a number of norms of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (see below). [4:  One such case of systemic violence against civil activists and NGOs (including persons with disabilities) was encouraged by the ruling party during the 2024 pre-election period. See link: https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/32974367.html and https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/32962399.h ] 

Based on the above, it is clear that Article 355 2 of the Criminal Code of Georgia also exists , which provides for fines of 5,000 to 10,000 (within the range of 2,000 to 5,000 USD) for violation of the regulations of the Foreign Agents Registration Act, or imprisonment for a term of 6 months to 5 years in addition to these fines, or imprisonment for the aforementioned term, without fines, which may result, for example, from refusal to register in the special "agents" database, incomplete submission of registration data, and any other violation that is considered a violation by the body designated by the state, including even an unsatisfactory answer to clarifying questions sent by the body, may be considered as no justification, because:
One - it criminalizes failure to comply with the requirements of a law inconsistent with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the other - it provides for very severe and disproportionate punishments for failure to comply with the requirements of a law inconsistent with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which obviously also applies to persons with disabilities.

Opinion on the amendments to the Law on Grants:

According to the amendments to the Law on Grants , the basis for issuing a grant is a written agreement between the grantor (donor) and the grantee, as well as a written decision of the foreign grantor (donor) on the allocation of tangible and intangible assets (including cash) for a specific purpose.
The agreement must specify the purpose of the grant, its amount, the specific direction of use of the funds, the deadlines for their utilization, and the main requirements that the grantor (donor) places on the grantee.
The grant shall be used only for the purposes specified in the agreement. The grant may be used for other purposes only with the consent of the grantor (donor) and the Government of Georgia or an authorized person/body designated by the Government of Georgia.
The sale of assets received as a grant is permitted only if such action was previously provided for in the grant agreement [footnoteRef:5]. [5:  For details, see Article 5 of the Law on Grants. See link: https://www.matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/31510?publication=34 ] 

The issuance of a grant by the donor requires the consent of the Government of Georgia or an authorized person/body designated by the Government of Georgia, and in order to obtain consent, the donor must submit to them the above-mentioned written agreement or a draft written decision on the issuance of the grant, although the Government of Georgia or an authorized person/body designated by it is authorized to request additional documentation [footnoteRef:6]. [6:  For details, see Article 5 1 of the Law on Grants . See link: https://www.matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/31510?publication=34] 

The Anti-Corruption Bureau monitors compliance with the requirements of this law, which was apparently specifically chosen with the aim of associating their name with the detection of alleged corruption and is an additional propaganda lever for the government in its fight with donors, to present any grant issued without their consent as corruption by the donor. This bureau is granted the right to question any person, to request personal and confidential information from any organization and institution [footnoteRef:7]without court permission, and other rights.   [7:  For details, see Article 6 1 of the Law on Grants . See link: https://www.matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/31510?publication=34] 

It is worth noting that accepting a guarantee in violation of the rules of this law will result in the grantee being fined double the amount of the grant received (which can amount to colossal unspecified amounts), while providing incorrect, false information to the Anti-Corruption Bureau will result in an individual being fined 2,000 GEL (950 USD).
Obviously, with such regulations, the Georgian government will be able to "block" any grant, and under such conditions, no international donor will want to work in Georgia, and many donors have already left Georgia.
These new regulations of the Law on Grants make it impossible for any non-governmental organization and civil society activists in Georgia to work adequately, because the only sources of funding for their activities were international donor organizations, whose grant issuance has already come under the control of the government. This practically means issuing only grants that are desirable to the government, which will make it impossible to fund grants for the purpose of monitoring government activities and human rights protection.
  
Review of the international context, conclusions and recommendations

Due to all of the above, each of the above-mentioned laws, individually or together, taken as a whole, directly contradicts the rights to the protection of human dignity and honor, the freedom to form and operate associations, the free development of individuals, freedom of expression and protection from discrimination, which is specifically manifested in their inconsistency with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and contradicts Article 5 of the Convention on equality and non-discrimination, Article 8 on the obligation to raise awareness, Article 14 on freedom and security of the person, Articles 15, 16 and 17 on freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse, protection of the integrity of the person, Articles 21 and 22 on freedom of expression, assembly and association and protection of private life, Articles 27 and 29 on work, employment and social inclusion in the context of activities in non-governmental organizations. Article 32 on international cooperation and sharing of experience, and most importantly, this law contradicts Article 33 of the Convention on the obligation of the necessary involvement and participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention at the national level.
The aim of these laws is to make Georgian society hostile to civil activists and NGOs, intimidate civil society personnel, and make it impossible for civil society to operate in Georgia, thus clearly hindering the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the national level.
Since the introduced sanctions include disproportionate fines, criminal liability, and imprisonment for up to 5 years, which apply to both legal entities and individuals employed there, this leads to an outflow of qualified personnel from organizations, while those who remain perform already difficult tasks under constant stress and pressure, which leads to their "burnout" and negatively affects both the psycho-emotional state of employees and the work performed.
It should be noted that Georgia does not have a flexible and transparent funding mechanism or practice for receiving funding from the state budget similar to that of developed Western countries, and all of this depends on the political tastes and attitudes of the heads of local and federal bodies, and not on the exercise of rights guaranteed by law;
In addition, the country does not have adequate financial resources to finance all the needs of organizations of persons with disabilities and the community of persons with disabilities to protect their rights. The existing resources that the Georgian government has offered to the non-governmental sector as an “alternative” to the already depleted donor support for only a few months total approximately 20 million GEL (8 million USD), which is a drop in the ocean compared to the support that the civil sector has already lost due to the withdrawal of donors and will lose even more in the future, because donor organizations do not intend to put their local staff, grantees, and the protection of the personal information of project beneficiaries at risk of financial or criminal liability.

Accordingly, without the repeal of the adopted legislative amendments, in the near future there will be no independent and free, critical organizations in the country that would be able to distance themselves from the influence of the government. They will inevitably be replaced by satellite, pseudo-non-governmental organizations of the government, because the introduction of state funding has already become a kind of mechanism for restricting and controlling the activities of organizations , which is compounded by possible threats of criminal liability from the ruling party to employees of civil organizations, which obviously contributes to Prevents the disabled community from participating in politics And Social Participation in the life of the country .
It is noteworthy that in Georgia Accepted this Laws Stands out Politically Motivated , fast And Coordinated By process , unlike Similar From the legislation Other In countries . The changes of the last two years will further weaken the already weak independent movement of persons with disabilities and turn them into satellite movements of the government, which will only be ostensibly independent and will actually implement the policies determined by the government and carry out their propaganda activities, signs of which have been slowly increasing in the last two years;
Organizations of persons with disabilities operating in the regions, which already suffer from a lack of staff and finances, will be in a particularly difficult situation, because due to Georgia's urban underdevelopment and unadapted environment, active persons with disabilities often move to large cities, as a result of which the voice of the regions in the community of persons with disabilities is unnoticed.
Therefore, the legislative changes implemented in Georgia have violated many articles of the Convention and have resulted in extremely worrying results in terms of protecting the rights of persons with disabilities. In particular, dozens of articles of the Convention have been violated, among which the following are particularly noteworthy:
➤ Awareness-raising and combating stigmatization (Article 8), equality and non-discrimination (Article 5), protection of liberty and security of person (Article 14), rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association and protection of privacy (Articles 21 and 22), Article 32 on international cooperation and sharing of experiences, and Article 33 of the Convention on the obligation to involve persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention at the national level.

➤ The government has introduced hidden control mechanisms through these laws , such as permits for receiving foreign funding, obligations to identify employees and beneficiaries of civil society organizations, and to disclose personal information (contrary to Article 22 of the Convention).
➤ Regional inequalities in the disability community have deepened – these regulations significantly harm small organizations operating in the regions, which do not have sufficient human or financial resources to implement the implemented regulations , as a result, inequalities between the center and the regions will deepen, and the voice of disabled people will disappear even more in marginalized communities.
➤ In general, such practices are not in line with the legislation of democratic states. Countries where similar approaches are being implemented (for example, Russia, Hungary, Azerbaijan) are an example of how an independent civil sector can be almost completely destroyed. Georgia’s adoption of such a model amounts to a systematic abolition of freedom of assembly and poses a threat to the inclusion of persons with disabilities.
Therefore, the existence of these laws in any form is incompatible with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as this law is not subject to any logical changes that would bring it into line with fundamental human rights and freedoms, and therefore with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Additionally, it is worth noting the difficult position of the community and organizations of persons with disabilities in this situation.
1. Number and type of organizations of persons with disabilities
50 organizations in Georgia that protect the rights of persons with disabilities , most of which operate outside of Tbilisi and cover specific regions (e.g. Adjara, Samegrelo, Kakheti, Imereti). These include organizations founded by persons with disabilities , as well as advocacy organizations created by parents and working for persons with disabilities .
In 2024, out of 122 NGOs on the Law on Transparency of Foreign Influence, only 3 were organizations of persons with disabilities (all three from the Achar region) that dared to file a lawsuit in the Constitutional and European Courts of Human Rights , which clearly demonstrates the pressure and fear that exists within the disability community and organizations related to these organizations.

2. Forms and specific facts of impact on the community and organizations of persons with disabilities
Impact on organizations of persons with disabilities is carried out in a multifaceted manner, including:
· Financial discrimination : Major donors have suspended grant programs, including those intended for the regions, which has significantly reduced the resources of organizations, so organizations in the regions have been left without funding, while organizations located in the capital Tbilisi or other large cities still receive various small supports from local authorities or from the remaining donors. This support is small, although it is small. Co-financing of office rent, support for paying utilities, transfer of office space and the like, but it is better than nothing. In the regions, due to the scarcity of regional budgets, this is also not available.
· Disruption of human resources : The number of employed persons with disabilities has decreased (especially in the regions), as their employment was largely dependent on the non-governmental sector. The state does not provide an open labor market for persons with disabilities.
· Direct sanctions against activists :
· The mother of a disabled child was fined 9 times, totaling 45,000 GEL (approximately 17,000 USD) .
· A hearing-impaired person, whose social package amounts to only 190 GEL (60 USD) per month , was fined 3 times, for a total of 15,000 GEL (4,000 USD) .
· In some cases, courts have replaced financial sanctions imposed on persons with disabilities with only warnings , which can be interpreted as an example of positive discrimination , rather than a systematic protection of the rights of persons with disabilities through reasonable accommodation.
· Request for personal data for public consultations – the state requires the disclosure of personal information of beneficiaries and employees as a prerequisite for participation in various consultation services, which constitutes a violation of Article 22 (protection of private life) of the Convention.
· Public stigmatization and the so-called enemy narrative – all organizations participating in the protests have been declared “enemies of the state” and “traitors” in government rhetoric, which further undermines the authority of disabled activists and leads to deepening social isolation.

3. Legal protection mechanisms and their effectiveness
· Some organizations, including 3 organizations of persons with disabilities, attempted to use legal mechanisms at the national level, the Constitutional Court, and at the international level, the European Court of Human Rights, but:
· Court proceedings are dragging on;
· Not a single decision has been made yet towards the actual restoration of the rights of persons with disabilities or systemic change;
· Legal mechanisms do not provide for adaptive services for people with hearing impairments or other special disabilities, which makes it difficult for them to access legal processes.
· Most administrative complaints are not handled effectively – often there are no response deadlines and no justifications.
4. Institutional setbacks in the field of protecting the rights of persons with disabilities:
· Cancelled Department of Inclusive Education , which meant the loss of institutional guarantees of equal inclusion in education for children with disabilities;
· Citizen engagement platforms (e.g., disability advisory councils) have been abolished at the national and local levels, which increases the distance between the government and the disability community and contradicts the core principle of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, “nothing about us, without us.”
5. Additional risks in the context of the current democratic backsliding – the impact of visa liberalization on persons with disabilities
If Georgia's visa-free regime with the European Union is revoked due to the current democratic backsliding:
· Persons with disabilities will no longer be able to easily access European health services that were available within European countries (e.g. medicines, specialized medical services);
· They will lose opportunities for education and exchange programs , which hinders the development prospects of the community;
· The isolation, exclusion, and risk of poverty of people with disabilities will further deepen .
6. Informational disconnection and the special vulnerability of hearing impaired people:
· Critical news material is not translated into sign language , except for media related to the government;
· Objective and unbiased information is not being provided , as a result of which the community of persons with disabilities, especially the hearing impaired and people who use sign language, have found themselves exposed to disinformation and information manipulation and in an extremely vulnerable position .


Regional And International Context
Regional Context : Disability Persons Condition In Russia , Belarus And In Azerbaijan Repressive Legislation In the background
Russia
In Russia Non-governmental organizations , their Between Limited Possibility Having Persons On rights Worker Groups Against Tightened Legislation Big influence " Foreign " Agent's " status" Implementation Limits Organizations activity , growth Financial And Administrative barriers that​ Removes Civil Society Resources And Reduces Disability Persons Rights Protection Opportunities .
Disability Persons Full-fledged Social , economic And Political In life From involvement They isolate themselves . Organizations Activities Restriction Growth This Group Marginalization ,​ prevents Advocacy And Necessary Services Acceptance . Human rights defenders Often suffer persecution , which More More It aggravates Disability Persons The situation .

Belarus
In Belarus Similar Repressive Law by means of Government Effectively Controls Non-governmental Sector And Activists . Limited Limited Possibility Having Persons Rights Protection And Advocacy . Government by Implemented Pressure Opposite European Union And United Nations Recommendations .
In Belarus Disability Persons suffer About services And On engagement Access The difficulties that Especially It is visible. Regional And In the countryside Living On individuals . Social Insulation , high Unemployment And Education Restriction It has been launched .
Azerbaijan
In Azerbaijan Limited Possibility Having Persons Rights Protection Invalid Politics And Repressive Legislation Makes it difficult Civil Activity And Human rights activist Activities . Non-governmental About organizations In progress Financial And Administrative control , which Hand prevents Full-fledged Advocacy in the context of implementing independent living .
Disability Persons suffer Social , economic And Political marginalization . Their Engagement Decision Acceptance In processes It is weak , which Growth Vulnerability And Rights Violation Risks .

Key challenges in the region
· Civil Sector Weakening : Repressive Laws They restrict Non-governmental Organizations Free to work , which directly It is reflected Disability Persons Rights On defense .
· Marginalization And Isolation : Limited Possibility Having Persons Social , economic And Political Engagement It is decreasing .
· Advocacy Opportunities Restriction : Ruler Elite Takes away opportunity Disability Persons And Organizations can their Interests Protection .
· Pressure And Persecution Growth : Human rights defenders And Activists Towards Repressions .

This Regional Examples Clearly Asks to emphasize that Repressive Legislative Initiatives directly They restrict Limited Possibility Having Persons rights , they raise They Social And Political Vulnerability And Negatively They act. Country Democratic On development .

· OSCE/ODIHR assesses mentioned legislation , as undemocratic , which Limits Transparency And Disability Persons Rights ;
· Human Rights Watch calls for Georgia The government refused to say Repressive On the law , which Violates European Convention Article 11 ;​
· United Nations , Venice Commission , Civil Georgia, The United Nations in Georgia and Other Organizations They express Concern And They call on the government Change existing legislation ;
· Legislation Entered into force on August 2 , 2024 Teachers , artists And Politicians Protest In the background ;
· International Media And Analysts (BBC, HRW, Reuters, Le Monde and ( et al .) note that Georgia Chooses Russian Model The way that Democracy It speaks of regression .

Risks
1. Restrictions on civil liberties
· Pressure on persons with disabilities and their human rights defenders with high sanctions (including the risk of arrest under Article 355² of the Criminal Code) hinders their civic and political participation.
2. Weakening the functioning of organizations
· State repression and restrictions on international grants are creating a financial crisis, especially in regional and small organizations.
3. Inaccessibility of information
· Deaf and other disabled people are not provided with impartial and complete information; the risk of misinformation and isolation increases.
4. Social and political marginalization
· The rollback of inclusive policies and the abolition of support mechanisms reinforces the exclusion of persons with disabilities from public life.
5. The threat of a reversal of international integration
· If visa liberalization is canceled or suspended, persons with disabilities lose important international opportunities.
6. Systemic threats of the future
· Violation of international standards worsens Georgia's human rights record and increases the risk of international criticism and sanctions.

Recommendations
1. Revision and repeal of legislation
· Immediately review and repeal all of the above-mentioned legislative amendments that contradict international standards on the rights of persons with disabilities, especially the CRPD.
2. Ensuring independent funding
· Create a transparent, apolitical, and civil sector-oriented funding mechanism that will strengthen disability organizations.
3. Legitimizing foreign support
· Restore the ability of organizations to receive legitimate foreign grants and technical assistance for human rights purposes.
4. Protection of privacy and freedoms
· The confidentiality of personal data, freedom of association and expression of persons with disabilities must be guaranteed .
5. Restoring and expanding inclusive policies
· Renewal of structures for inclusive education and participation in decision-making processes, especially in regions and villages.
6. Ensuring information accessibility
· All public information must be adapted to sign language and formats accessible to persons with disabilities.
7. Creation of independent oversight mechanisms
· All sensitive issues concerning persons with disabilities should be addressed with broad public and professional involvement, based on international standards.


Question:
The definition or legal logic that justifies the following formulation: "Only two days after requesting euthanasia or assisted suicide, a person can legally die."

1. Personal autonomy and the right to self-determination One of the fundamental principles is that an individual has the right to decide whether to continue or end his or her own life, especially if he or she is suffering intolerable physical or psychological suffering that cannot be alleviated. 
This right is based on the principle of freedom, dignity and autonomy of the human person, as defined in:
· Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights (respect for private and family life)
· Articles 3 and 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (personal autonomy, equality before the law)

2. The current social context in Georgia and the situation of persons with disabilities:
In Georgia, until recently, persons with disabilities were perceived as “patients”, objects of constant care dependent on others, rather than autonomous subjects , which creates a very unequal relationship between caregivers/families of persons with disabilities and persons with disabilities themselves . In Georgia, persons with disabilities have never truly had independence and autonomy. Until recent years, they were perceived by society and the state as constantly dependent on others, who do not have the right and are not capable of making independent decisions.
This approach is reflected in the criminalization of so-called euthanasia by the Georgian Criminal Code, in particular, Article 110 of the Criminal Code of Georgia declares the following act punishable: “Murder committed at the insistent request of the victim and in accordance with his true will, in order to relieve the dying person from severe physical pain, is punishable by house arrest for a term of six months to two years or by imprisonment for a term of two to five years.”
Accordingly, the legalization of so-called euthanasia in Georgia is still a distant prospect.
In addition, if the law were to formally rely on a mechanism based on human will, in the organization's opinion, given the low public awareness of disability issues in Georgia and around the world, the relatively low level of involvement and experience of disabled people in public life, and the still existing strong stereotypes and stigmas about disabled people, there is a very high risk:
· that the decision of a person with a disability is not genuine, informed or derived from the individual himself , but is made under influence or deception;
· That it be used as a means to relieve "excessive burdens" for families or state structures ;
· That the lives of persons with disabilities are "freed" and not properly protected, taking into account their dignity and real autonomy of decision .
These risks are particularly high in developing countries, where there is little experience of independent living movements for persons with disabilities and persons with disabilities themselves are still unable to protect these rights.

Therefore, in the above context, when society and the state do not recognize the full citizenship status, autonomy, and independence of persons with disabilities, and there are no institutional mechanisms for sufficient protection against possible “mistakes” and no self-advocacy experiences, the introduction of such practices into the community of persons with disabilities may be used for malicious purposes.

Limited Possibility Having Women And Girls : Multi-discrimination Deepening
· Anti-democratic Legislative Changes Package Implementation In Georgia It started Women's Quotation Mechanism By cancellation In Parliament . The above Step Special Negative Influence Had it Limited Possibility Having Women And About girls who Anyway Most Less Are Presented Political And Public In space .
· Limited Possibility Having Women's Alliance Years During was producing Monitoring Adjara Region In municipalities Gender Sensitivity Level Evaluation For the purpose of monitoring Results It shows that Gender Politics Often There was Only Formally — strategically in the documents , but No In practice . In reality In decisions Disability Women Needs No was provided that​ Systemic Exclusion It was conditioned .	Comment by Ramini Matcharashvili: I don't think this is relevant here. The committee didn't ask for an answer to this, so why is it written there?
· Additionally , the term " gender " is a systemic Discredit And To some extent His/Her The so- called " disappearance " is public From discourse , the state from the side , significantly Limits Gender Discrimination Identification And Monitoring opportunity . This Yes directly Violates Both the CRPD and CEDAW​​ by determined Principles .
· Disability Women And About girls Valid Multidiscrimination — about them Impacts As Gender , as well Possibility Restriction Based on Existing Barriers . This Under the conditions The state From the side Their Political , economic And Social From space Exclusion More More Deepens They Marginalization .
· Women's Quotation Cancellation No is Simply Technical Change is this is Symptom Government Purposeful Anti-gender The policy that Final In total hinders Disability Women Full-fledged Participation Publicly In life And Hand It helps Structural Inequality .



