
CRPD/C/HUN/FCO/2-3
CRPD/C/HUN/FCO/2-3
	
	
	CRPD/C/HUN/FCO/2-3

	
	Advance Unedited Version
	Distr.: General
5 August 2025

Original: English
Arabic, English, French and Spanish only


Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
		Information received from Hungary on follow-up to the concluding observations on its combined second and third reports[footnoteRef:2]* [2: 	*	The present document is being issued without formal editing.] 

[Date received: 5 August 2025]


		Communication of the Government of Hungary regarding the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities' request for information on the Hungarian proposed bill on 'Transparency of Public Life'
1. As a State Party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Hungary remains strongly committed to the full and effective implementation of the Convention and the recommendations of the Committee, ensuring that all persons with disabilities can fully enjoy all their rights, on an equal basis with others.
2. Upholding the rights of persons with disabilities is enshrined in Hungary’ Fundamental Law, and the government is fully dedicated to supporting the independent way of life for persons with disabilities, developing personalised conditions and services and strengthening their social inclusion.
3. In recent years, the government has introduced a number of measures to improve the quality of life for persons with disabilities. First and foremost, an independent State Secretariat for Disability Affairs has been established on 1 September 2024 within the Ministry of Interior. This secretariat is directly responsible for political decisions and for improving the quality of life of disabled persons in our country.
4. In order to promote disability issues within the European Union, Pál Szekeres, the world's first and only athlete who won medals at both the Olympic and Paralympic Games, was nominated to represent Hungary in the European Parliament, and has now been in this position for a year.
5. The Disability Coordination Committee was established in 2025 in order to develop the National Disability Programme, which is scheduled to come into force in 2026. The programme will contain comprehensive objectives in the areas of accessibility, employment, education and self-determination.
6. Furthermore, the state budget regularly provides operational and programme funding to civil society organisations representing persons with disabilities through grant applications.
7. The government aims to ensure that all organisations protecting the rights of persons with disability and improving their quality of life through their activities, continue to operate smoothly and with the necessary support.
8. Therefore, Hungary reaffirms its commitment to promoting and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities, and facilitating their participation in society. 
9. In general, it can be concluded that the legislative proposal on Transparency of Public Life does not violate the provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. According to our position, the draft bill neither converts nor diminishes the rights or the role of organisations representing persons with disabilities or human rights defenders, and ensures the continued implementation of the Convention. 
10. During the preparation of legislation, persons with disabilities shall not a face any kind of discrimination and shall enjoy the same rights and obligations as any other civil organisation.
11. Finally, Hungary would like to inform the Committee that the Government of Hungary recognises the role of organisations representing persons with disabilities and civil society organisations as human rights defenders, and condemns any reprisals against persons with disabilities. In this context, and in accordance with Article 33(1) of the Convention, the government set up the National Disability Council, which operates as a major forum for civil dialogue, where these organisations can carry out meaningful work.
12. The Fundamental Law reserves the right to propose legislation to the President of the Republic, the Government, parliamentary committees, and Members of Parliament. The legislative proposal in question was submitted to Parliament by Members of Parliament, and was removed from the agenda of Parliament’s summer session.
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