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24 September 2024, Geneva
Mr. Chairman of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances,
Ladies and gentlemen; Experts of the Committee;
First of all, on behalf of the delegation of the Kingdom of Morocco, I would like to express my pleasure to participate in this interactive dialogue with your distinguished Committee on the occasion of the examination of Morocco’s Initial Report on the Implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
 I also seize this opportunity to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to the members of the Committee for your continuous efforts to support States in monitoring the effective implementation of the Convention.
There is no doubt that the interactive dialogue between your Committee and the Moroccan delegation, which includes representatives from the relevant sectors and institutions, is an important moment in the course of Morocco’s interaction with the Treaty Bodies, particularly your Committee, with whom we are honored to hold our first dialogue. We hope that this dialogue reflects the significant role of the Kingdom.  Morocco was one of the first contributors to the compilation of this Convention. It was also among the first States that signed the (ICPPED). Additionally, it has supported the international engagement in the Convention through becoming a member of the Global Initiative for the Convention alongside France, the United States of America, Argentina and Samoa, which led to extensive consultations to formulate a strategy and a joint action plan to advance universal ratification and implementation of the Convention. Morocco also has contributed to the organization of the World Congress which will be held on 14 -16 January 2025.
In the same vein, the Kingdom of Morocco has not wavered to support the work of your Committee. In particular, it has participated in informal consultations with member States and non-member States of the Convention in 2018. It has also contributed to the works on the development of the Committee's normative framework of the guidelines on the search for the disappeared persons and their whereabouts (in 2019), and the General Comment on enforced disappearances in the context of migration (in 2023). This is without neglecting the constant interaction with the Committee’s urgent requests, 
which our country wishes to provide with all the data and information necessary for the consideration of the cases before it.
This commitment is part of a comprehensive vision relating to the Kingdom’s engagement in supporting the reform process of the Treaty Body system since 2009. Morocco was one of the first States to establish the National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting, and Follow-up (NMIRF), represented by the Inter-Ministerial Delegation for Human Rights (DIDH) in 2011, which contributed to the enhancement of our country’s interaction with the United Nations human rights mechanisms. Our country's positive interaction with the simplified procedures system, by accepting eight UN committees, constitutes a development of the approach of interaction with the reporting system.
The Kingdom of Morocco has been eager to continue its voluntary engagement in international human rights law, by ratifying or acceding to the core conventions and the protocols thereto. During the reporting period, Morocco became a party to the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, the first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
The Kingdom of Morocco has also been eager to fulfill its international obligations through constructive interaction with the UN system components, especially the Treaty Bodies under the reporting system: elven initial and periodic reports were submitted and discussed between 2011 and 2023. In addition, Morocco has been open to interact with the Special Procedures Mechanism. It received eight UN Procedures visits between 2011 and 2018. Some of them have a direct relationship with the implementation of the Convention such as the Working Group on Enforced Disappearances, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on Torture, and the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture. These mechanisms conducted visits freely and in favorable conditions. Their observations and recommendations received due consideration in government work and in the continuous follow-up through the elaboration of an action plan to follow up the implementation of all recommendations of the UN mechanisms. In addition, there have been regular interactions with the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), to which the Kingdom of Morocco has submitted four reports and two progress reports.
It is relevant to recall the positive cooperation of the Kingdom of Morocco with the Working Group on Enforced Disappearances since the 1990s. Morocco welcomed the visit of The WGEID in 2009, which was the first visit to a State in our region. The purpose of the visit was to learn more about the country’s experience in transitional justice. The Working Group valued the progress made by Morocco and considered the country’s experience as unique and exemplary and should be emulated by other countries. The WGEID recommendations were aligned with many recommendations and proposals of the Equity and Reconciliation Commission. On the other hand, our country hosted the 108th session of the Working Group in 2016, and facilitated its successful conduct. It also assisted the Working Group in obtaining data and information concerning some cases, and held direct meetings with it, the last of which was three days ago.
With the same will, the kingdom of Morocco contributed to the process of appointment of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence in 2011. It reacted positively to his activities, which aimed at developing the normative framework of his mandate.
Mr. Chairman,

The Kingdom of Morocco was eager to submit its initial report in accordance with the guidelines on the form and content of reports under article 29 of the Convention, and the international reporting guidelines concerning national reports. The process provided an opportunity for dialogue and public debate on its contents. This process of the initial report knew the participation of various actors representing the government sectors, parliament, national institutions, and particularly the National Human Rights Council (CNDH), whose contribution was qualitative. In addition, 28 civil society organizations, from all the regions of the national territory, including organizations representing families of victims that have been actively involved in the transitional justice process, contributed effectively to the preparation of the report, within the framework of cooperation and partnership with the various relevant stakeholders, in a way that allows for the consolidation of the gains of the Moroccan experience in this area.
I seize the opportunity to express my appreciation to the various parties who contributed to the preparation of this report. Their participation in this interactive dialogue is a continuous commitment towards Morocco’s engagement to implement its obligations under the Convention.
Mr. Chairman,
 Under the leadership of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, the Kingdom of Morocco has turned the protection and promotion of human rights into the foundation of a modern State, where the transitional justice workshop was one of the main workshops, through which the kingdom of Morocco achieved and strengthened just and fair settlements to break with the practices of the past  gross human rights violations, alleviate the harm of the victims and their families, and ensure reparation by adopting a strategic perspective, and a holistic and integrated approach to achieve a sincere and historical national reconciliation and real and effective justice, by revealing the truth about the gross  violations perpetrated in the past, restoring dignity, preserving the national memory, reintegrating and drawing lessons and morals in order to focus on the process of reform, fortification, and building a society of democracy, justice and human rights.
The Moroccan experience relating to enforced disappearances was characterized by the limited number of enforced disappearances; most of them remained alive, therefore, were able to contribute to revealing the truth and participating in the transitional justice process. They also benefited from various measures and procedures aimed at redressing and rehabilitating damages. The Equity and Reconciliation Commission adopted the concept of enforced disappearance as stated in the preparatory work for the Convention. The files of the persons who were concealed of the fate or whereabouts, relating to death during social events, were the most significant files processed within the cases of enforced disappearance. The Commission adopted the criteria for compensation and reparation, taking into account the seriousness of the crime, its nature, and its effects on the victims with regard to the enforced disappearance of persons whose fate is unknown. It also adopted the principle of non-reliance on time limits and the period of prescription for cases submitted within or after the legal period.
Another characteristic of this experience is that the detention centers were known to civil society organizations and the press. The experience, despite its long period of (43 years), was able to fulfill its mission within five years (September 1999-November 2005), which included completing investigations, preparing arbitration decisions, holding public hearings and thematic symposia, and the issuance of a Final Report. 
The Commission was able to expand its competence to include all types of violations, including enforced disappearance, arbitrary detention, torture, harm to physical integrity, forced alienation, internal disappearance, death during social events, and extrajudicial execution. In addition, jurisprudence has been adopted to provide justice to victims by expanding the concept of victim, placing the burden of proof on the victims, adopting the principle of good faith, applying the gender approach to women, and adopting the concept of communal reparations for the areas where detention centers were located. 
Thus, over 27 000 victims or their families received about $ 212 million in compensation for various types of violations, more than 20 000 people gained health coverage, and 13 regions were covered by the communal reparations program and received more than $ 16 million. In addition, the Commission adopted regional development programs, broke the isolation of the regions that suffered from the isolation, and launched a program to rehabilitate detention centers and preserve the memory associated with them.
The achievements of transitional justice workshops were complemented by the gains of the workshops of reform relating to the renewal of the concept of authority, public affairs administration, linguistic rights, family code and human development. The positive dynamics of theses achievements were culminated by the adoption of a new constitution in 2011. The recommendations of the Equity and Reconciliation Commission were at the heart of the new constitution, which constituted an additional prominent political milestone in embodying national consensus and devoting the will for reform to complement the building of a State of law, human rights, and institutions.
 The constitutional gains of 2011 had enabled the prohibition of enforced disappearance, torture and other gross human rights violations, enshrined the right to life and physical -moral integrity, and established constitutional guarantees for the ultimate eradication of these violations. The constitution also strengthened parliamentary oversight over law enforcement agencies, the establishment of security governance, and linked responsibility to accountability. It also enshrined constitutional guarantees concerning the independence of the judiciary, and obligated public prosecutors in particular to apply the law and abide by the written legal instructions issued by the presidential authority. It also obligated judges to protect individuals and groups and their freedoms, the judicial security, and to apply the law.
For the purpose of implementing these orientations, and in accordance with the relevant international references and the relevant recommendations of the Equity and Reconciliation Commission, my country has engaged in a comprehensive reform of the justice system through the adaptation of  the code of military justice, which limited the jurisdiction of military courts to military offences committed by soldiers and aligned the fundamental guarantees with ordinary justice, and through the establishment of  an independent judicial power and the establishment of  its institutional mechanisms, particularly through the issuance of organic laws related to the Supreme Council of the Judicial Power, the statute of judges, and the judicial system, in addition to  the law on the transfer of competencies of the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the enactment of rules to organize its Presidency.
In the same context, Morocco enacted a law on forensic medicine and worked on the development of the exercise of this profession. In addition, there has been a move towards modernizing the penal system reform through enacting a new law on alternative penalties, a law on the organization and functioning of prison institutions, a law on combating human trafficking, and developing a draft regulatory law that guarantees the right to challenge the unconstitutionality of laws that infringe upon rights and freedoms. 
It also launched legislative processes to review the Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure, which are currently undergoing a fundamental and comprehensive reform aiming at strengthening the guaranties of human rights, protecting the rights of the defendants and the rights of persons who are deprived of their liberty, criminalizing gross violations of human rights, and ensuring that there is no impunity.
In particular, Morocco worked on the gains relating to the implementation of the Convention obligations with regard to the appropriateness of the definition of enforced disappearance and the stipulation of the offence of enforced disappearance as a crime in the national law, which is not subject to the statute of limitations, and whose penalties commensurate with the seriousness of the commission of this crime.
 in addition, Morocco has developed the judicial oversight mechanisms, enabled the orientation plan for the digital transformation of justice, rationalized the judicial map to facilitate access to justice, launched programs to reduce the amount of judicial time, assessed the quality of the judicial services and systems, and disseminated information about the judicial work.
 in addition, laws on archives have been enacted, personal data of individuals have been protected, all persons have the right to access information, Press and Publishing Codes have been reviewed, and legislative reforms related to reviewing the Family Code and strengthening child protection and prohibiting discrimination have been launched.
Morocco has reorganized the National Human Rights Council, strengthened its protective functions, and established its national and regional mechanisms. It also reorganized the ombudsman institution and expanded its areas of intervention and procedural mechanisms. It also improved the prison conditions.
 In conjunction with the aforementioned reforms and achievements, there have been other institutional achievements at the level of the institutions advocating equality, linguistic rights, migration, youth, associative work, communication, and competition. 
With the aim of consolidating this process, a National Action Plan for Democracy and Human Rights was adopted as a strategic reference document that includes legislative, institutional, and sensitization measures in the area of human rights, which came to strengthen democracy and promote human rights in accordance with the recommendations of the Vienna Conference and those of the Equity and Reconciliation Commission.
With the aim of implementing the obligations of the Convention, the Kingdom of Morocco has spared no effort to promote a culture of human rights and prevent violations among law enforcement officials.  It has mobilized multiple partnerships and developed various programs to enhance training and capacity building among the relevant actors. 
Thus, the judicial authorities, the security institutions, and the National Institution for Human Rights have launched training programs for judges, security officers, royal gendarmerie, auxiliary forces, prison administration, health personnel, and child protection institutions. The programs were about knowledge, skills, and capacity building that aimed at protecting human rights, acquiring the ownership of international standards, addressing violations, and preventing crimes against human rights, particularly those related to enforced disappearance, torture, and arbitrary detention, in addition to the acquisition of ownership of fair trial guarantees, the rights of the defendants and those who are deprived of their liberty, and the principles related to the professional practices of law enforcement officials, in addition to preparation of didactics, sensitization, and the training supports related to the normative, procedural, professional, and ethical aspects. 
These reforms have enhanced the scope of exercising and enjoying rights and freedoms. Therefore, the scope of associative work has expanded. More than 273 000 associations are carrying out works on various areas of human rights and are operating in all the regions of the national territory. The freedom of practicing peaceful demonstrations has also expanded. Therefore, 17 000 protests take place every year, at a rate of 47 protests per day, some of which extend for long periods and enjoy full freedom.

Mr. Chairman;

We seize the opportunity of examining Morocco’s Initial Report on the implementation of the Convention to reiterate to you that gross human rights violations have become a thing of the past in my country, particularly after the positive outcomes of the transitional justice process, which made it possible to close this file, and the constitutional gains and profound legislative and institutional reforms, which made it possible to criminalize all gross human rights violations and establish guarantees of their non-recurrence, which made enforced disappearance a practice of the past. No case of enforced disappearance has been recorded after the end of the Equity and Reconciliation Commission mandate and the adoption of the 2011 Constitution.
We cannot not fail to mention some of the fundamental challenges common to States, such as enforced disappearances in the context of migration and transnational crimes which raise issues that go beyond the efforts of a State which do not receive regional and international cooperation. In addition, it is difficult to find the full truth in some specific cases where evidence is absent, incomplete, unavailable or contradictory, or in which the responsibility of State agencies is not established, or in which responsibility is attributed to non-State parties or foreign parties. For some vulnerable groups, it is challenging to achieve full reparation and comprehensive and effective rehabilitation, in addition to the challenge of varying levels of harm to victims. 
 It still remains a challenge to prevent violations by promoting a culture of human rights through the implementation of appropriate educational and teaching programs, plans and programs for training, and appropriate art and sports activities, without neglecting the adoption of a gender perspective at the level of identifying and classifying violations and strengthening women’s participation in transitional justice processes, and the adoption of programs for reparation and rehabilitation from this perspective, in addition to the limited international financial support for collective reparation programs, and the compulsions related to technical expertise in the field of anthropological research and investigations, DNA analysis, and the exchange of security data and archives with the aim of uncovering pending cases.

Mr. Chairman,

On behalf of the Moroccan delegation, I reiterate and assure you that the Kingdom of Morocco wishes to keep close cooperation and constructive interaction with your esteemed Committee. We hope that this interactive dialogue will contribute to strengthening efforts to implement the provisions of this Convention, and to assist in overcoming challenges, and to open up prospects to develop cooperation for implementing the outcomes of this dialogue in a way that contributes to strengthening approaches to protection and prevention from any gross violation of human rights, particularly since the international community is about to organize the first World Congress on Enforced Disappearances for universalizing the Convention in January 2025. We hope that this event will be an incentive for other States to become parties to this important UN instrument, which will end the crime of enforced disappearance and make it non-existent at the international level. 
The Moroccan delegation will be fully prepared to respond and interact constructively with the questions and concerns of the distinguished Committee.  We are pleased to put the documents related to the achievements and developments, we have referred to, at the disposal of the Committee.

Thank you
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