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Committee Against Torture
Human Rights Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division (CTMD) 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
Palais Wilson - 52, rue des Pâquis CH-1201 Geneva 
Switzerland
ohchr-cat@un.org

Re: Written information for the examination of Azerbaijan’s report during the 79th Session

Background
Rerooted is an organization committed to preserving and sharing the stories of multiply-displaced Armenian communities and advocating for justice for them in the various ways they define it.[footnoteRef:1] The Rerooted archive contains over 250 testimonials of displaced Syrian-Armenians in 10 resettlement countries, as well as testimonies of Armenians from Argentina, Azerbaijan, and most recently, Nagorno-Karabakh.  [1:  Rerooted Archive, https://www.rerooted.org/.] 

This report presents the testimonials of individuals from Nagorno-Karabakh, who were forcibly displaced from their homes in Nagorno-Karabakh in September 2023 following Azerbaijan’s military attack and nine-month blockade of the region.  In the testimonies that follow, individuals discuss their family histories in Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan’s military attack during the 44-day 2020 war, the blockade imposed by Azerbaijan on Nagorno-Karabakh from December 2022 to September 2023, and Azerbaijan’s September 2023 attack and forcible violent displacement of virtually all the ethnic Armenians living in Nagorno-Karabakh.  Names have been redacted for privacy concerns, but further details can be obtained by contacted rerooted.archive@gmail.com.
The report concludes by analyzing the ways in which Azerbaijan’s actions as described in these testimonials, including especially the blockade of Nagorno-Karabakh itself, constituted torture in violation of the Convention Against Torture.
 
Before the Blockade: Azerbaijani Aggression in Nagorno-Karabakh
During her interview with Rerooted Archive, L.S. tells of the history of Azerbaijani aggression in Nagorno-Karabakh. Beginning with her grandmother's eyewitness account of their village in Aghdam being raided and pillaged by Turkish forces before the 1915 genocide, LS recounts her memories, notably the murder and mutilation of a child by Azerbaijanis in her village during the 1960s. L.S relates these recollections with violence directed towards the Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, LS,” (Youtube, December 12, 2023). ] 

Similarly, MK opens her testimony by drawing parallels between life in Nagorno-Karabkah during the 1970s and 1980s and the recent blockade. She likens the deprivation of necessities such as food, clothing, and resources endured by the populace under the U.S.S.R. to the hardships faced during the blockade imposed by the Republic of Azerbaijan from December 2022 to September 2023.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Rerooted Archive, “MK,” (Youtube, November 15, 2023).] 


The 44-Day War in 2020
L.S. tells of the unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) aerial attacks and bombings perpetrated during the 44-Day War in 2020, resulting in widespread hunger and exhaustion among children who sought refuge in basements. She further notes instances where large families were left homeless and without food due to the destruction of numerous homes, with insufficient capacity in shelters to accommodate all affected individuals.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, LS” (Youtube, December 12, 2023).] 

M.K. discussed the events in Hadrut in 2020, when the presence of UAVs compounded the difficulty of ensuring the safety of children sheltering in basements, leading to the loss of lives and multiple injuries. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Rerooted Archive, “MK,” (Youtube, November 15, 2023).] 

 
Instances of Psychological Torture 
M.K. discusses Azerbaijani TikTok accounts circulated videos depicting the beheading of captive Armenians.[footnoteRef:6] M.K. further recounted an incident where she witnessed a group of Azerbaijanis preparing to burglarize her own home during her commute, prompting her decision to vacate her residence permanently.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  See Andrew Roth, Two men beheaded in videos from Nagorno-Karabakh war identified, THE GUARDIAN (Dec. 15, 2020), https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/15/two-men-beheaded-in-videos-from-nagorno-karabakh-war-identified.]  [7:  Rerooted Archive, “MK” (Youtube, November 15, 2023).] 

G.I. discussed viewing the proliferation of Armenophobia on social media platforms, where Azerbaijani and Turkish media outlets actively engaged in hate speech against Armenians, including incitement to violence.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, GI,” (Youtube, February 13, 2024).; see also Azerbaijan: Armenian Prisoners of War Badly Mistreated, Human Rights Watch (2 December 2020),
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/02/azerbaijan-armenian-prisoners-war-badly-mistreated#.] 

 
Challenges During the Blockade 
Numerous individuals interviewed recounted shared hardships endured during the blockade spanning from December 2022 to September 2023. All the individuals experienced a deprivation of essential resources including gas, electricity, food, and medication. The severe winter conditions compounded the challenges of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh, making it arduous to maintain warmth. G.I. recounted that gas and electricity would be unavailable for eight-hour intervals, rendering stoves inoperable and leaving homes without heating.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, GI” (Youtube, February 13, 2024).] 

G.I.’s discussed the increasingly difficult circumstances he endured during the blockade, including prolonged deprivation of food, exacerbating health crises in Nagorno-Karabakh, and obstructing access to medical care.[footnoteRef:10] In this sense, the Nagorno-Karabakh Human Rights Ombudsman gathered evidence of intentional fuel and electricity shutdowns, particularly during cold weather months, and the suffering of vulnerable groups, including women, children, the disabled, the sick, and the elderly.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, GI” (Youtube, February 13, 2024).]  [11:  Nagorno-Karabakh Human Rights Ombudsman, “Updated Ad Hoc Report on the Humanitarian Consequences of Blocking the Only Road Connecting Artsakh with Armenia and the World,” https://ombuds.am/images/files/8015e970b4e618c7e518be045acd382b.pdf. ] 

Both G.I. and Ms. E.P. described barren grocery stores devoid of fruits and vegetables, with long queues for bread rations, often lasting a few hours.[footnoteRef:12] Mr. G.I recounted instances of malnutrition resulting in miscarriages and fatalities among acquaintances, with residents living on one meal per day and facing restricted access to potable water. They described how scarce fuel supplies led to the prioritization of ambulatory services for the most urgent cases, leaving those in need of immediate medical attention grappling with fuel shortages to reach hospitals.  [12:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, E.P.,” (Youtube, February 11, 2024). ] 

Mr. G.I. and Ms. E.P. witnessed various acts of kindness, including individuals stretching their food provisions to assist others and refraining from purchasing the last available produce to ensure others’ needs were met before their own.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, GI” (Youtube, February 13, 2024).] 

LS echoed similar accounts of hardship during the blockade, describing it as being “deprived of food and all human rights.”[footnoteRef:14] She also felt as though the people of Nagorno-Karabakh were being “starved to death” by Azerbaijan.[footnoteRef:15] Disrupted cellular connectivity hindered familial communication in Nagorno-Karabakh. Ms. E.P. recalled an instance of noticing that the Azerbaijani troops were setting up posts in the villages to get closer to the community and instilling fear among the local individuals. She recalled difficulty contacting her family members in Nagorno-Karabakh. Mr. G.I. reported internet outages during Azerbaijan’s intense bombardments on September 19, 2023, impeding communication within Nagorno-Karabakh.[footnoteRef:16] [14:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, LS,” (Youtube, December 12, 2023).]  [15:  Ibid. ]  [16:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, GI,” (Youtube, February 13, 2024).] 

Throughout the blockade, interviewees consistently reported having no light in their homes for hours at a time, no cellular connection to communicate with family members living outside of Nagorno-Karabakh and were hungry, thirsty, and cold. Ms. M.K. likened this blockade to one she experienced in Nagorno-Karabakh during the 1980s and 1990s, offering resourceful advice to her family members on optimizing available resources, such as creating washing powder from ash, a commodity unavailable in Nagorno-Karabakh.
 
After the Blockade: Forced Displacement
The forced displacement of over 100,000 Armenians from Nagorno-Karabakh marked the end of the nine-month-long blockade. During their testimonies, LS and Ms. M.K. recounted that all residents were instructed to evacuate, irrespective of age, health condition, disability, or access to transportation. They further noted that those who remained in Nagorno-Karabkah were subjected to the authority of Azeri troops, with Ms. M.K. reporting that people were often “brutally killed” for not leaving their homes.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Rerooted Archive, “MK,” (Youtube, November 15, 2023).] 

LS detailed her departure from Nagorno-Karabakh as a harrowing journey lasting 2-3 days. She recounted how the vehicle she and her family utilized for evacuation ran out of fuel amidst congested roads, leaving them stranded in darkness due to lack of illumination. Subsequently, another vehicle offered assistance but could not proceed, leaving them without provisions as their food spoiled, enduring three days without sustenance until reaching Armenia.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Rerooted Archive, “Full Testimony, LS,” (Youtube, December 12, 2023). ] 


Conclusions
These testimonies describe Azerbaijan’s violations of the Convention Against Torture (CAT).[footnoteRef:19] The Human Rights Committee has found that the deprivation of food—a predominant feature of Azerbaijan’s nine-month blockade of Nagorno-Karabakh—constitutes torture.[footnoteRef:20] The deprivation of medical services, another theme amongst the interviewees’ testimonies, can also constitute cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment under CAT.[footnoteRef:21] [19:  Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (“CAT”), G.A. res. 39/46, annex, 39 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 51) at 197, U.N. Doc. A/39/51 (1984), entered into force June 26, 1987.]  [20:  See F. Birindwa ci Bithashwiwa, E. Tshisekedi wa Mulumba v. Zaire, Communication Nos. 241/1987and 242/1987, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/37/D/242/1987, para 13(b) (1989); Essono Mika Miha v. Equatorial Guinea, Communication No. 414/1990, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/51/D/414/1990, para. 6.4 (1994).]  [21:  See Essono Mika Miha, supra note 20, at para. 6.4.] 

Torture includes severe mental pain and suffering.[footnoteRef:22] In this sense, Azerbaijani forces’ recording and circulation of videos—discussed by many interviewees—depicting heinous crimes against Armenians such as beheadings and mutilation, certainly depict torture themselves, but also constitute psychological torture vis-à-vis the intended audience.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  CAT, supra note 19 at Article 1.1 ((“‘[T]orture’ means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person.”) (emphasis added)).]  [23:  See, e.g., María del Carmen Almeida de Quinteros et al. v. Uruguay, Communication No. 107/1981, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/OP/2 at 138 ¶ 1.9, 14 (1990) (finding a mother suffered psychological torture in violation of Article 7 of the ICCPR due to the enforced disappearance of her daughter).] 

Broadly, Azerbaijan’s prohibition of the movement of individuals across borders and its obstruction of the flow of humanitarian aid constituted torture of the general population of Nagorno-Karabakh.[footnoteRef:24] The mass forcible displacement of Armenians from Nagorno-Karabkah, then, can only be understood as the result of years of Azerbaijani conduct constituting torture, which created an environment of severe physical and mental suffering.  [24:  See Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee against Torture, Israel, U.N. Doc. CAT/C/ISR/CO/4 (2009) para. 30. ] 
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