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i. Introduction
This report is submitted by Maat for Peace, Development, and Human Rights – an NGO based in Egypt, with a consultative status – to support the working group on Fiji during the June pre-sessional LOIPR meeting. The report offers an alternative narrative to the Government’s propositions, by highlighting various violations of children’s rights under the Convention that came into surface due to Covid-19, and it further shows potential rooms for improvement.  
Our analysis is based on open-source background research that has been conducted for weeks based on available UN and other credible sources of data. It is comprised of two sections. In the first one, we look at Fiji’s commitments to both the Convention and the Committee. And in the second section, we provide the government with certain specific recommendation to consider and we lay out our matters of concern to the government and the committee.
ii. Background 
By August 1993, Fiji had ratified the Convention of the Rights of the Child. Besides, it has signed the two optional protocols to the convention in September 2005, 1. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and 2. The optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children child prostitution and child pornography. Until this very moment, Fiji has not ratified the two option protocols, nor has it signed the third optional protocol that allows children to bring individual complaints directly before the committee. 
Since the ratification of the Convention, Fiji has failed to uphold its reporting requirements in a periodic manner. The late submission pattern seems to be the common practice since the very first report that was submitted in 1996 (one year after its due date), to the recent combined second-fourth report submitted in 2011.
iii. Analysis
The premise of our analysis is that most of the problems facing children’s rights in Fiji are interconnected. Child poverty, for example, plays a huge role on children’s dependency on commercial sex, dropping out from school, socio-economic vulnerability, and others. Despite several government programmes initiated throughout the years, the Covid-19 pandemic appears to worsen the vulnerable situation of children in Fiji.
Echoing the UNDP's Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of Covid-19 in Fiji, the Report found that children are the most impacted group by poverty during the lockdown measures that accompanied COVID-19, and it is estimated that Child poverty may remain 37.7 in 2021[footnoteRef:1]. As a result, the UNDP estimated that from 237 to 1356 children may have dropped out of secondary school in 2020 only due to poverty. It was also reported that violence against Children has been the highest in the country in 2019 since 2016 with more than 1,300 cases of abuse reported, which was affirmed to have an impact on school dropping out rate – which in itself was already a challenge according to a World Bank report[footnoteRef:2], and which also calls our attention to how to make existing government’s programmes more responsive to emerging challenges be it Covid-19, climate change or else coming threats.  [1:  https://www.pacific.undp.org/content/pacific/en/home/library/socio-economic-impact-assessment-of-covid-19-in-fiji.html]  [2:  http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/529271512123603244/pdf/116491-revised-PUBLIC-ACS.pdf] 

Fiji, although a leading country in striving against child’s labour, appears to be struggling against it until this moment, especially in informal settings like houses, streets, agriculture, family-owned businesses, and others where government’s scrutiny diminishes, and where the public culture do not perceive it as an actual problem. Recently, many children were spotted selling commodities in the street to help their guardians who were laid off during the pandemic[footnoteRef:3]. Similarly, a State Department report in 2020 has confirmed the persistence of this child trafficking, while acknowledging the advancements made by the government[footnoteRef:4]. With Covid-19 and restriction at doors, the UNDP Report warns, the form of sexual exploitation of children may take another form i.e. “online exploitation of minors” – which we fear might continue underreported and unnoticed.  [3:  https://www.fijitimes.com/anne-children-sell-food-on-streets-to-help-guardians/]  [4:   https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-TIP-Report-Complete-062420-FINAL.pdf
] 


iv. Questions and Recommendations 
Maat Association for Peace, Development and Human Rights wishes to ask the State Party the following:
1. In light of the recent election of Fiji to serve as the President of the Human Rights Council, is the Government willing to submit its forthcoming reports to the CRC in a more timely fashion?
2. Please inform the committee about the current stage of work and progress to the National Strategy for Children in Fiji that was introduced during the 2014 dialogue with the Committee and that was undergoing drafting and consultation at that time
3. Please provide the committee with recent updates on Fiji’s effort to fight against:
3.1. Child labour in informal settings i.e. farms, houses, etc.,
3.2. Child poverty,
3.3. Child marriage,
3.4. Sexual exploitation of children,
3.5. Domestic violence, and:
3.6. School dropping out.
Maat would appreciate if the Government would mention any additional steps taken to protect children’s rights and fight against aforementioned violations, during the outbreak of Covid-19 and until this point.

Maat Association for Peace, Development and Human Rights calls on the government of Fiji to:

A) Procedurally
1. Consider submitting its upcoming reports to the Committee in a timely manner.
2. Consider ratifying the two optional protocols concerning the involvement of children in armed conflict, and concerning the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, without reservations.
3. Consider signing into law the third optional protocol, in order to offer Fijian children a chance to communicate with the committee regarding any violations directly without any hindrances 
B) Substantially 
1. Adapt a zero-tolerance policy against de jure applications of corporal punishment against pupils in school, and more importantly children at home. A natural starting point would be amending Article 57 of the Juveniles Act 1974 which grants parents and teachers the right to apply "reasonable punishment" against the child.
2. Adapt an intersectional approach to the protection of children, which would typically pay more attention to all intersectional identities of vulnerable children e.g. race, gender, social status, disability, urban/rural origin, and others.  
3. Citing the US Department of State’s 2020 Trafficking in Persons Report, the Government should raise-awareness among tourists and visitors with the penalties of sex-trafficking in Children and in general are in Fiji. Moreover, the government should screen and scrutinize tourism operators, taxi drivers, local hotel managers, fishing vessels crew (and other groups who were systematically found complicit) pre-emptively and continuously to spot networks of human trafficking.
4. Many Fijians appears to have negative views on children’s rights that demeans them and impede their effective applications. For instance, many educators - who’s views we read during writing the report – believe that physical punishment is an acceptable form of discipline, and many families do not believe that child’s labour is firmly wrong. Hence, we recommend that the government invest further in media campaigns that addresses these points in order to challenge these culture and classic views.
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