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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Colleagues and Friends,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the thirty-fifth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which will take place from today, 12 August, until Thursday, 27 August 2026.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
On 9 June 2026, the Conference of States Parties elected eight members for the 2027–2030 term and re-elected one current member of the Committee. I congratulate them all. The election results restored the geographical representation of Eastern Europe, which had previously been underrepresented, while maintaining gender balance in the composition of the Committee.
I recognised that the Committee, led by its Chair and Vice-Chairs, together with several Committee members, actively participated in the 19th Conference of States Parties to the Convention, held in New York in June 2026, and made a significant contribution   to its main theme, namely “CRPD at 20: celebrating and consolidating achievements and shaping the next phase of implementation in a changing world”. I commend the Committee for this engagement and understand that, on 27 August, it will hold a public event to mark the 20th anniversary of the Convention and to highlight the Committee’s contributions to its implementation.
I would like to refer to important developments at the international level concerning persons with disabilities.
During its 61st regular session, on 30 March 2026, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 61/9 on the rights of persons with disabilities. The resolution emphasises the need to focus on disability-inclusive digital technologies and infrastructure, including transport and housing. The Council called upon all States to take appropriate measures to ensure access to affordable and accessible digital technologies and devices, including quality assistive technologies, as well as accessible infrastructure, including transport and housing. This is essential to guarantee the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by persons with disabilities and to ensure their inclusion in the community, on an equal basis with others and without discrimination, through a gender-responsive and age-sensitive approach.
On 30 March, the Council adopted resolution 61/18, on mental health and human rights. The Council acknowledged with appreciation of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities’ guidelines on deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies. Notably, the Council urged States to take active steps to fully integrate a human rights perspective into mental health and community services, and to adopt, implement, update, strengthen or monitor, as appropriate, all existing laws, policies and practices in line with international human rights obligations, with a view to eliminating all forms of discrimination, stigma, stereotypes, prejudice, violence, abuse, social exclusion, segregation, unlawful or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, institutionalization and overmedicalization of persons with psychosocial disabilities and current or potential users of mental health services. It further urged States to promote their rights to live independently, to equality and non-discrimination, and to access holistic mental health services and support that are free from coercion, respect legal capacity and informed consent, and promote full and effective inclusion and participation in society, including in decisions on matters affecting them, with their dignity respected on an equal basis with others.
I also wish  to acknowledge the Committee’s open letter of 1 July 2026, which once again called on the Council of Europe to immediately halt any action that perpetuates coercion in mental health, and urged member States of the Council to oppose and withdraw the draft Additional Protocol to the Oviedo Convention and to uphold their human rights obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
In June 2026, the Human Rights Council decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities for a further period of three years.
In June 2026, the Council adopted resolution 62/13, in which, it acknowledged that women and girls are subject to multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination, as well as systemic forms of discrimination throughout their lives. The resolution urges States to take measures to build and strengthen gender-, disability- and age-responsive, human rights-based and sustainable care and support systems.
The first meeting of the open-ended intergovernmental working group mandated to elaborate and submit to the Human Rights Council a draft international legally binding instrument on the human rights of older persons took place in Geneva from 13 to 17 July 2026. The working group considered the discussion paper prepared by the Chair-Rapporteur from Argentina. Member States and observers, United Nations agencies, national human rights institutions, and representatives of civil society and older persons addressed the meeting . Delegations and speakers identified a number of areas of convergence, including the need for a human rights-based treaty guided by the centrality of the dignity of older persons.
Madam Chair,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On 11 June 2026, the High Commissioner officially launched the Global Alliance for Human Rights, a far-reaching, long-term initiative aimed at placing human rights at the heart of political leadership, public debate and everyday life.
The Alliance is intended to drive change through four strategic pathways, reflecting a simple premise: human rights must be lived locally, defended in moments of risk, understood and trusted by people, embedded in future-facing solutions, and supported by resilient institutions and sustainable resources.
The pathways include : Human Rights at Home, making human rights real in people’s daily lives through local action and implementation; Human Rights in Action, standing with victims and defenders and advancing equality, accountability and justice; Human Rights in Mind, reimagining how human rights are communicated, learned and understood; and Human Rights for the Future, harnessing innovation, technology and youth engagement to address global challenges with human rights at the centre.
We count on your support for this transformative initiative. Together, we can ensure that human rights remain the foundation of peace, security, and sustainable development.
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

Treaty bodies continue to face unprecedented constraints due to the liquidity crisis affecting the regular budget of the Organization. As a result, in 2026, your meeting time was reduced to only five weeks. We understand that this has caused significant delays, resulting in the cancellation of State party reviews and pre-sessional working groups. Coupled with a decrease in State party reports received in 2026, this has had serious consequences for the functioning of the Committee.
The High Commissioner has consistently warned that, if this trend continues, the treaty body system risks reaching a breaking point. He has called for innovative ideas and solutions, including in connection with the UN80 Initiative. We reiterate the Secretary-General’s call to Member States to pay their contributions on time and in full, to enable the Organization to continue its essential work.
The 38th annual meeting of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies was held in Geneva in June 2026. The Chairs considered the three proposals contained in the OHCHR working paper on enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of the UN human rights treaty system, namely clustering and regionalization, together with a predictable calendar; digitalization and online reporting; and greater transparency in the nomination and election of experts.  OHCHR is now working to unpacking and developing the proposals and their operational implications further, including in light of the Chairs’ request to provide further details.
I am confident that, through collaboration, innovation and shared commitment, we can navigate these difficult times and ensure that the essential work of protecting human rights continues to move forward.
Madam Chair, 
Distinguished members, 

In this session, you will engage in dialogues with five parties to the Convention: Chile, Lithuania, Qatar, Sri Lanka and Slovakia, and review their reports on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
You will also continue your work on General Comments and Guidelines.
On behalf of the Secretary-General, I thank the Committee members, the State Parties to the Convention, and all stakeholders who have actively prepared their work in advance of the 35th session. Recognising that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next three weeks, I will conclude here by extending my very best wishes for a successful and productive session. 
Thank you for your attention. 
___
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