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BRIEFING ON PAKISTAN FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS – 61st session May/June 2017
From the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, May 2017
This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment in Pakistan since the submission of our briefing for the preparation of the List of Issues in August 2016. We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Pakistan’s initial report, will:
· welcome the positive steps taken towards prohibition of corporal punishment in the Pakistan-administered area of Gilgit-Baltistan, in Sindh and in Islamabad Capital Territory; and
· recommend that the state party ensure that the explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings and the repeal of all defences for its use are enacted and implemented as a matter of priority, throughout its territory.


1 The legality of corporal punishment of children in Pakistan
1.1 In August 2016 the Pakistan-administered area of Gilgit-Baltistan prohibited in all corporal punishment of children in all settings, through the Gilgit-Baltistan Prohibition of Corporal Punishment Act. 
1.2 The Prohibition of Corporal Punishment Act 2016 was passed in January 2017. The Act is only applicable in Islamabad Capital Territory; it prohibits all corporal punishment and humiliating and degrading treatment in child care, schools and in the juvenile justice system as defined by the Juvenile Justice System Ordinance 2000. It is unclear whether the Act prohibits all judicial corporal punishment.
1.3 Similarly, in January 2017 the Sindh regional assembly passed the Sindh Prohibition of Corporal Punishment Act. The Act prohibits all corporal punishment of children in “work places, in schools and other educational institutions including formal, non-formal, and religious, both public and private, in child care institutions including foster care, rehabilitation centers and any other alternative care settings, both public and private, and in the Juvenile Justice System” (art. 3(2)).
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