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Name (in Chinese)：中国少数民族对外交流协会
[bookmark: _GoBack]Name (in English)：China Ethnic Minorities’ Association For External Exchanges （CEMAFEE）
Year of Establishment：1992
Address: 49A Fuxingmennei Street, Xicheng, Beijing, China 100800
Tel/Fax：86-10-6650 8404 / 6602 4925
Email：CEMAFEE1992@gmail.com 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK61][bookmark: OLE_LINK62][bookmark: OLE_LINK63][bookmark: OLE_LINK64]Introduction of the Association：China Ethnic Minorities Association for External Exchanges was founded in 1992 as a national NGO dedicated to providing services for ethnic minorities and ethnic areas in their non-governmental external exchanges. It has long focused on protecting the rights of ethnic minorities, promoting economic and social development in ethnic minority areas, and especially preserving and developing traditional ethnic cultures. The Association plays an active part in building institutional frameworks related to economic, social and cultural development in ethnic minority areas. It actively helps to enhance the global visibility of ethnic cultures, facilitate faster economic and social development in ethnic areas and promote the protection of ethnic minority rights.
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Parallel Report of China Ethnic Minorities’ Association for External Exchanges to Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights about China’s implementation of International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

1. As an NGO committed to promoting the protection of ethnic minority rights and boosting the economic, social and cultural development of ethnic minority areas in China, we are very concerned about the upcoming review on China’s second convention implementation report by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in May 2014. We believe that great efforts have been made in China over the years in promoting and protecting the economic, social and cultural rights of ethnic minorities, which have proved to be fruitful and effective, although some problems still remain. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK77][bookmark: OLE_LINK78]2. We note that a number of policies and initiatives have been issued in China in recent years to spur the economic and social development in ethnic areas and better protect and pass on ethnic cultures. They include: overall initiatives covering all ethnic areas, like the Several Provisions on Implementing the Law of People’s Republic of China on Regional Ethnic Autonomy; special policies for the 8 provinces and regions with concentrated ethnic communities, such as the policy documents supporting the development of Tibetan-inhabited areas in Tibet, Xinjiang, Ningxia, Guangxi, border areas of Yunan and Qinghai; preferential policies to secure rapid 
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK75][bookmark: OLE_LINK76]economic growth and improve people’s livelihood, such as those supporting ethnic trade and production of special commodities needed by ethnic groups, specific initiatives to support the development of social undertakings, such as the opinions on the protection and development of the villages with ethnic features and the prosperity and development of ethnic cultures; policies for special groups such as the special plans of supporting ethnic groups with small population; and plans focusing on specific areas like border areas, pastoral areas and poverty stricken ethnic areas. All these policies and initiatives provide a policy basis for further strengthening and protecting the economic, social and cultural rights of ethnic minorities. Meanwhile many projects are organized and implemented in ethnic areas, playing a positive role in ensuring a faster development of economic, social and cultural undertakings in such areas. 

3. We note that all ethnic autonomous areas have been covered by the western development campaign or offered preferential policies equivalent to those for western development since the launch of the campaign in 1999. We also note that great achievements have been made in China in terms of developing modern industries, strengthening infrastructure construction, increasing financial support and carrying out targeted assistance in ethnic areas, supporting the development of ethnic trade and special commodities needed by ethnic groups, accelerating the development of border areas, intensifying poverty alleviation and enhancing the construction of pastoral areas. In 2013, major economic indicators in ethnic areas improved significantly over the previous year. The GDP of the 8 provinces and regions with concentrated ethnic communities totaled to RMB 6.4533 trillion, with a growth rate of 10.7%, their public budget revenues and expenditures increased by 13.1% and 12.2% respectively over the previous year, and their per capita net income of farmers and herdsmen and per capita disposable income of urban residents were RMB 6,579 and RMB 22,699, up 13.9% and 10.5% on the previous year. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103]4. We note that in the aspect of the preservation and development of traditional ethnic cultures, protection and development of traditional culture, relevant provisions have been made in multiple legal and policy documents, including the Several Opinions of the State Council on Further Boosting Ethnic Cultural Undertakings, the Law on Intangible Cultural Heritage, the Cultural Reform and Development Plan during the National “12th Five Year Plan” Period and the 12th Five-year Plan for Development of Undertakings Related to Ethnic Minority Groups. These provisions cover matters such as accelerating the construction of public cultural infrastructures for ethnic minorities and in ethnic areas, developing press and broadcasting in ethnic minority languages, exploring and preserving cultural relics and documentation of ethnic minority groups, respecting and protecting ethnic minority languages, and developing education for ethnic minorities. Meanwhile, a number of projects have been implemented to enrich and develop the cultural life of ethnic minorities. Examples are the projects for extending radio and TV broadcasting coverage to every village, sharing information on cultural resources, protecting intangible cultural heritage and constructing libraries and cultural centers (stations). 

5. We see with appreciation that in his reply to the letter from all students of the High School Affiliated to the Central University of Nationalities in October 2013, President Xi Jinping pointed out that “the hard working of the Chinese people of all ethnic groups sharing weal and woe with hearts together is an important source of the strong cohesion and extraordinary creativity of the Chinese nation. The colorful cultures of all ethnic groups are important parts of Chinese civilization”, and stressed the need to “promote ethnic unity and progress and achieve common prosperity and development.”

6. We appreciate the abovementioned efforts. However, we also note that there are still some real difficulties and challenges facing the social and economic development and the protection and development of traditional cultures in ethnic areas. For example: Currently 80% of China’s poverty-stricken population is in the western regions and the per capita GDP of ethnic areas is only 78% of the national average. Urbanization rate in ethnic areas is far below the national average; and the infrastructure construction is still weak in ethnic areas, especially in some border areas, where the facilities and conditions for public culture are even weaker and very limited public cultural services are available to the local ethnic minorities. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]7. We suggest that more resources be channeled to the economic and social development, protection and development of traditional culture and education in ethnic areas and that new supporting policies and initiatives be issued as necessary to significantly improve the conditions for living and production of the farmers and herdsmen in pastoral areas, border areas and ethnic minority communities with small population; and we also suggest that greater efforts be made in supporting employment and entrepreneurship for ethnic minorities, raising the subsistence allowance and subsidies for both rural and urban residents, reducing impoverished population and enhancing the self-development capacity of ethnic areas. 

8. We suggest that infrastructures be further improved in ethnic areas and a scientific and reasonable plan be made to promote the coordination between the construction of the new urban areas and renovation of old urban areas, so as to coordinate urbanization with the urban public utilities, education, services, production and environment and achieve sustainable development. 

9．We suggest that intensified efforts be made in promoting the reform and innovation in the systems and mechanisms related to ethnic cultures, attracting more non-governmental inputs to the industrial development and market competition of ethnic cultures and ensuring sufficient supply of ethnic cultural products, especially those related to ethnic languages.  
                                                                         
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]10. We understand that as China is in a period of economic and social transition, it is faced with increasingly complex difficulties and challenges, which need to be addressed with more wisdom and resources. But we still hope that the universal periodic review will help to bring more attention to the social and economic development and the preservation and progress of traditional cultures in ethnic areas, and to introduce more active measures for better protecting the rights and interests of ethnic minorities. And we hope that in this way people of all ethnic groups in China will achieve the “dream of unity” and the “dream of development” and will build the “Chinese Dream” together. 
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