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Mr Changrok Soh, the Chair of the ICCPR Human Rights Committee, 
All protocol observed:
It is my singular honour and privilege to address this 143rd ICCPR Session of the Human Rights Committee. Allow me to congratulate the Chair and the Members of the Bureau and the Committee on your election. My delegation expresses utmost confidence in your leadership and guidance towards meaningful and impactful discussions during this session.
I present an overview of the progress made by Zimbabwe in the protection, promotion and respect for civil and political rights since the submission of our Second State Party ICCPR Report in 2022. We are proud of the advancements we have achieved through significant legislative reforms, administrative measures and a strong commitment to democratic processes, which are fundamental pillars of our national development. This journey has been marked by a strong dedication to establish a more transparent, inclusive and participatory political environment. 

Chair; 
One of the most significant achievements in Zimbabwe’s human rights trajectory is the enactment of the Death Penalty Abolition Act on 31 December 2024. This is a historic milestone in our country’s development, reaffirming our unwavering commitment to the fundamental principles set forth in the (UDHR) and the (ICCPR).
The right to life stands as the cornerstone of all human rights as articulated in Article 3 of the UDHR and Article 6 of the ICCPR. By abolishing the death penalty, Zimbabwe has taken a decisive step towards aligning its legal framework with international human rights standards. This reform reflects a deep commitment to creating a justice system based on human dignity, equity and respect for the sanctity of human life.
This Act represents a transformative shift in the country’s legal landscape by amending existing statutes to replace it with sentences focused on rehabilitation, proportionality and justice.
 Chair;
The Constitution and the Electoral Act were amended to further enhance transparency, credibility, and inclusivity in the electoral processes, and to augment the participation of women, youth and people with disabilities in politics and public affairs. These amendments extended the women’s quota by two Parliamentary terms. A youth quota was introduced and implemented in the National Assembly as well as a 30% women’s quota for the local authorities. Furthermore, a mandatory provision that a segment of the women in the National Assembly should be below the age of 35 while women with disabilities are also represented was introduced.
Chair;
To enhance transparency, 46 countries and 17 continental and regional bodies, including 51 embassies and 19 accredited consulates were invited and observed the 2023 harmonized elections. In addition, Multi Party Liaison Committees were established during the 2023 elections to address electoral disputes and collaboratively foster dialogue between 18 competing parties and 11 presidential candidates. 
Chair;
Zimbabwe is Party to the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance of the African Union. This Charter explicitly requires State Parties to establish and maintain a democratic culture. Zimbabwe’s ratification of this Charter reinforced the country's commitment to ensuring free, fair and transparent elections. This Charter was the basis for electoral reforms that improved the country’s electoral processes.
Chair; 
To enhance welfare of citizens including those in the diaspora, on 14 December 2021, the government launched the biometric e-passport.  It has continued to ramp up the establishment of e-passport centres in destinations like South Africa and the UK with state-of- the art technology to ensure efficient, secure and expeditious passport processing for citizens living abroad. This has significantly advanced civil and political rights of our citizens. This facility effectively empowers Zimbabweans, reinforces their rights and supports the country’s democratic process and development.
Chair;
The Government also enacted the Freedom of Information Act and the Maintenance of Peace and Order Act. The Freedom of Information Act provides for the constitutional rights of expression and freedom of the media. It provides for the right to access information held by entities in the interest of public accountability or for the exercise or protection of a right. In line with the Constitution, the Maintenance of Peace and Order Act makes provision for peace, order and security to ensure the enjoyment of rights and freedoms by any person and in particular for the conduct of gatherings in a manner that protects the rights of freedom of assembly, association, demonstration and petitioning without prejudicing the rights and freedoms of others. 
Chair;
A number of measures have been implemented to improve access to justice in Zimbabwe. These strides make the judicial system more accessible, efficient, and effective for all its citizens. A key step towards enhancing access to justice in Zimbabwe has been the decentralization of courts, Legal Aid Directorate, the Pre-Trial Diversion and the Community Service to districts. This significantly reduces the geographical barriers faced by citizens in accessing judicial services.
The introduction of a Performance Management System for the judiciary has improved its efficiency and effectiveness. Equally important, is the Integrated Electronic Case Management System (IECMS) that was rolled out in superior courts and is now being cascaded to the lower courts. 
Chair;
With regards to the rights of inmates, Zimbabwe passed into law, the Prisons and Correctional Service Act, following a comprehensive review to align it with the Constitution. This legislative review was after the Constitution of Zimbabwe broadened the mandate of the Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Service (ZPCS). This includes explicit provisions on rehabilitation and correctional services which were not provided for in the previous statute. Further, the Act ensures that the role of the ZPCS in the justice system is robust in its commitment to rehabilitation, making it a key player in the transformation of the correctional system in Zimbabwe.
Chair;
Zimbabwe has made progress in fostering an environment that respects and protects the rights to freedom of assembly and association. The government ensures that civil society organizations (CSOs) and political parties operates freely and without undue interference. Aiding this is the manner in which our law enforcement agencies manage peaceful protests and public gatherings, with a focus on balancing the right to protest and the need for public order. These efforts reflect Zimbabwe’s deep commitment to upholding fundamental democratic rights and allowing citizens to engage in open political and social discourse without fear.
In 2024, Zimbabwe established an Independent Complaints Commission under the Independent Complaints Act. The Commission’s mandate is to ensure transparency and fairness between the country’s security institutions and the public as per Section 210 of the Constitution. The operationalisation and funding of this Commission enhances accountability in the country's security services, allowing citizens to report grievances against security personnel without fear. It fosters a culture of accountability in our vibrant democracy, given that the Commission has the authority to investigate complaints, misconduct and abuse of power. This ensures that no one is beyond scrutiny. The Commission’s independence safeguards its impartiality and empowers it to propose disciplinary actions or remedies based on findings.
The Commission's work continues to strengthen public trust in the security institutions and to entrench the culture of accountability, attributes of a stronger democracy in Zimbabwe.
Chair;
While it is evident that Zimbabwe has forged ahead in advancing civil and political rights, it is imperative to acknowledge that the country continues to face a heavy burden due to the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures imposed by some western countries. These measures have suffocated Zimbabwe’s economy and undermined the government's capacity to fully implement programmes and empowerment initiatives that are critical to promoting and protecting civil and political rights. The economic constraints caused by these illegal economic sanctions, have hindered the provision of essential resources for governance, infrastructure development and social services. These include education, health and water and sanitation, all of which are integral to building resilience and the full enjoyment and the realization of human rights by all citizens. In our engagement with the international community, we have condemned these sanctions and continue to call for their immediate and unconditional removal to enable our country to fully unlock its potential to promote democracy and human rights.
Chair;
In conclusion, I wish to underscore that despite these challenges, Zimbabwe is steadfast on its commitment to promoting and protecting all civil and political rights through the continuous review and tightening of legislative, policy, judicial and administrative instruments and measures in accordance with international law and obligations. The protection, promotion and respect for the rights of Zimbabwe’s citizens remain paramount.
I thank you.
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