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1. INTRODUCTION 
This submission has been prepared for the review of the periodic report of the Bahrain by the Human Rights Committee (hereafter the Committee) in July 2018. In it, FBA assesses key aspects of the national human rights framework, evaluates the human rights situation on the ground according to the Covenant and makes relevant recommendations to the authorities. 

Bahrain’s review by the Committee provides an important opportunity for a public examination of the country’s human rights record. Since it was last reviewed, Bahrain has taken steps to strengthen human rights guarantees. 

However, the rights protected by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (the Covenant) have not been fully incorporated into domestic legislation and the Covenant has not been disseminated widely enough or included in the training of the judiciary for it to be regularly invoked before the courts and the administrative authorities. 

The Bahraini authorities regularly undermine rights such as freedom of expression, religion and peaceful assembly, with Bahraini courts imprisoning individuals under Penal Code charges solely in relation to their exercise of those rights. 

PRESENTATION 

The Government of Bahrain endorsed the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the Convention against Torture (CAT), and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Be that as it may, regardless of its sanction of the universal arrangements and promise to protect human rights, the severe human rights manhandle have been consistently detailed. 

A stressing new arrangement of techniques curbing the human privileges of the Bahraini nationals has come into training. The administration have kept on shortening social liberties, especially opportunities of articulation, affiliation and get together through different unlawful measures. 

By renouncing nationality of in excess of 350 Bahrainis, the administration has been using 'citizenship' as a weapon of control and abuse. It has additionally criminalized flexibility of get together and articulation, by executing pointless restrictions and improper directions on quiet get together. 

Jail officers; who had not given any legitimate preparing on the legal utilization of power, have physically struck various prisoners. 

The security mechanical assembly, likewise, has kept on utilizing torment to extricate false admissions. Deplorably, kids have been no exemption from getting to be casualties of human rights mishandle, and have been routinely kept without clear charges, which frequently brings about sick treatment on a genuine level. 

ARTICLE 6. DEATH  PENALTY 
Bahrain endorsed the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) on September 20, 2006 (Opening sentence). Article 6 of ICCPR plainly expresses that nobody should be discretionarily denied of his life. It additionally stresses that capital punishment would be forced just for the most genuine wrongdoings. 

In any case, the administration of Bahrain, have sent capital punishment as an apparatus of political requital. Since the common turmoil in 2011, Bahrain's courts have kept on affirming various capital punishments, some in conjugal courts and others in criminal courts. 

Most as of late, on 10 May 2017, Bahrain's High Appeals court maintained capital punishment of MAHER AL KHABBAZ, on charges identified with his asserted part in the murder of a cop in February 2013. 

Moreover, on 9 January 2017, the Bahraini specialists maintained capital punishment against three activists – SAMI MUSHAIMA, ABBAS AL-SAMEA, and ALI AL-SINGACE, who were captured in 2014, being blamed for murdering three policemen in a shelling episode, known as 'Al-Daih Blast'. Subsequent to debilitating every single lawful system, on 15 January 2017, the three activists were quickly executed.

The execution of the three activists was the main executions of Bahraini citizenship holders since 1996, in spite of the fact that the casualties were actually stateless in the wake of being stripped of their citizenship. This demonstrates the genuine retrogression of human rights in the nation over the most recent two decades. 

The Constitution of Bahrain does not allude to capital punishment, and it is vague whether capital punishment is obligatory for any offense in Bahrain. Nevertheless, capital punishment in Bahrain has been conveyed subjectively and discriminately, particularly against political nonconformists. 

In addition, the Bahraini courts have kept on ignoring confirmation and verifications that the security contraption is associated with death cases, tormenting detainees, separating false admissions and terminating live adjusts amid its crackdown on tranquil challenges. 

Each one of those condemned to death have whined of the same or comparative medications and procedures, including discretionary captures, brutal torment, and trials in view of dark and flawed proof. The normal practices persisted by death row prisoners incorporate blindfolding, significant lots of powers standing, electric shock, affront, rest and hardship, etc.

These measures firmly show and outline a political plan, which the administration actualize against the natives. 

Up until this point, the aggregate number of Bahraini natives waiting for capital punishment is five; all originating from politically related foundations. Every one of them have endured abuse, torment, and uncalled for trials, as a striking back for their activism requesting rights and changes, following the uprisings in 2011.

ARTICLE 7 FREEDOM   FROM TORTURE AND OTHER INHUMAN TREATMENT 
Article 7 of the ICCPR stipulates that No one might be subjected to torment or to barbarous, cruel or debasing treatment or discipline. Specifically, nobody might be subjected without his free agree to restorative or logical experimentation.

Regardless of its endorsement of the worldwide bargains, including the ICCPR, and responsibility to battle against torment amid the BICI examination in 2011, Human Rights Council components, the ruthless torment cases have been consistently detailed in Bahrain.

As per the Prisoners and Detainees Rights Commission (PDRC) report in 2015, jail officers; who had not given any appropriate preparing on the legitimate utilization of power have physically ambushed various prisoners. 

The Criminal Investigations Directorate (CID), Dry Dock Prison and Jau Central Prison, specifically, have been not well rumored jails, for coercive cross examinations and human rights manhandle. Various previous prisoners have given declarations that they were liable to physical strike, including electric stuns, suspension in agonizing positions, necessary remaining for delayed periods, presentation to a great degree low temperature, rapes and mishandle, and different types of torment. The greater part of them were not allowed to contact their families, nor ask for legitimate lawful help. This is likewise a genuine infringement of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which goes for keeping the event of authorized vanishing, embraced by the United Nations, in 2006. 

UTILIZATION OF TORTURE TO EXTRACT FALSE CONFESSIONS 
The Bahraini security mechanical assembly has kept on honing torment against prisoners to separate false admissions. All detainees who are condemned to death have grumbled of the same or comparable leads and procedures of torment, including among others, blindfolding, significant lots of constrained standing, electric shock, affront and embarrassment, lack of sleep, and so forth. 

The three casualties of the ongoing execution in January 2017, SAMI MUSHAIMA, ABBAS AL-SAMEA, and ALI AL-SINGACE were seriously tormented by police, and were compelled to sign false admissions under coercion. 

For example, despite the fact that being uneducated, SAMI MUSHAIMA was compelled to sign archives. In addition, Mushaima was realized that he had never been engaged with activism, however he had a relative who was an unmistakable resistance government official. 

Moreover, ABBAS AL-SAMEA, an educator who was at school at the season of the impact episode, had been admitted to healing facility for medical procedure after cross examination because of torment. 

The third casualty, ALI AL-SINGACE was indicted in absentia. Al-Singace was captured as a young person, and was brutally tormented utilizing electric shocks. 

Absence of Impartial Instrument for Investigation 
In spite of the fact that the evil treatment of prisoners has been ceaselessly announced, there has been no appropriate arraignment of senior officers who have been blamed for being responsible for torment. Since 2012, the legislature of Bahrain has set up three instruments to research instances of torment and abuse—the Ombudsman, Special Investigations Unit (SIU), and Prisoners and Detainees Rights Commission (PDRC)— as prescribed by the BICI report. 

Notwithstanding the foundation of these bodies, there have been no suitable feelings in affirmed instances of torment. Just between May 2015 and April 2016, up to 992

examination case demands were made to the Ombudsman, which was framed to get dissensions keeping in mind the end goal to research torment and abuse cases; yet no fitting conviction was given out against any senior officer with all cases for the most part dismissed. what's more, the Special Investigation Unit SIU has never taken genuine measures to explore these protests, leaning toward shape over substance as opposed to any reasonable strides to secure prisoners and detainees. 

In like manner, the experts have obstructed examinations of the global group on torment in Bahrain. In 2012 and 2013, the legislature of Bahrain deferred the booked visit of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on torment. It has been additionally announced that the administration gives false data to outsiders. 

For example, with respect to a torment instance of the 32-year-old prisoner, Muhammad Ramadan, the Bahraini experts reacted to an inquiry raised by the UK government that there had been no such claim, conflicting to a few free and archived human rights reports.

Over that, various state culprits of torment have been advanced with exemption. For example, BASSAM AL-MURAJ, who has been blamed for regulating the orderly torment for a considerable length of time, was elevated to be the General Director for Anti-Corruption, Economic and Electronic Security in the General Directorate in 2013, with no examination of torment allegations.

Article 9. Arbitrary Arrest and Enforced Disappearance
Article 9 of ICCPR states that nobody might be subjected to discretionary capture or confinement, and any individual who is captured should be educated, at the season of capture, of the purposes behind his capture and might be quickly educated of any charges against him. 

In any case, the administration of Bahrain has kept on capturing nationals, without showing a warrant or educating them of any charges. Besides, a large portion of the previous prisoners have given declarations that they were not allowed to contact their families, nor ask for legitimate lawful help upon capture. This is a genuine infringement of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance that means to keep the event of upheld vanishing, received by the United Nations in 2006. 

For example, KHALIL AL-MARZOOQ, a previous Member of Parliament of the biggest broke up restriction coalition Al Wefaq, was captured after his call for quiet dissents in 2013. His legal advisor was not ready to meet him before the trial. Likewise, since June 2016, a noticeable human rights extremist NABEEL RAJAB has been captured, without a warrant at his home, and no reason was given. The rundown goes on. 

Article 10. Treatment in Detention 
A legitimate treatment of detainees is basic as represented in Article 10 of the ICCPR. In any case, various human rights associations have kept on getting numerous reports and declarations about precluding prisoners, particularly the individuals who experienced torment, from restorative care and mental recovery. Numerous are compelled to sit tight for treatment or task for more than months without any result, which genuinely has prompted a basic crumbling of their wellbeing conditions. 

For instance, the casualty of torment, AKBAR ALI, who was as of late discharged, was kept from his entitlement to treatment by the organization of 'Jau Central Prison', in spite of his breaking down mental condition because of the serious torment he had been subjected to. Akbar Ali had survived a few suicide endeavors before his discharge, because of the condition he supports amid his capture. 

MUHAMMAD FARAJ is condemned to seven years in jail. Because of the incessant ailment, he experiences Multiple Sclerosis (MS), which needs occasional and standard treatment. The organization of Jau jail has declined to offer him a restorative treatment, which has prompted various wellbeing confusions. 

ELYAS FAISAL AL MULLA who serves a 15 years detainment, is additionally a casualty of torment. In spite of the fact that he has created growth, he has been denied medicinal treatment that caused wellbeing confusions. The jail organization has purposely deferred his treatment, disregarding the way that both nearby and global laws ensure the best possible restorative treatment, and as stipulated in the Constitution of Bahrain. (SS) JAAFAR OUN was tormented in the head zone, which caused intricacies, the latest of which was a swelling of the head. He has more than once requested treatment, and to be analyzed by a pro specialist, outside the jail facility. Be that as it may, the jail organization of Jau Prison has procrastinated his exchange to a particular clinic, which may cause genuine wellbeing inconveniences. 

The nonappearance of treatment after constant torment has once in a while taken away the lives of different prisoners. In November 2014, a 35-year-old detainee, Hasan MAJEED AL-SHAIKH had been seriously beaten to the degree of having his skull and jaw broken and kidney cracked. He had been set in isolation without appropriate medicinal treatment, which in the long run brought about his passing. 

In March 2017, MUHAMMAD SAHWAN, a casualty of over the top torment, passed on in the scandalous Jau Prison, because of heart disappointment. Sahwan was shot by security powers in 2011, yet had never been dealt with for the 80-birdshot pellets in his mind. He had been denied full treatment notwithstanding his life was in danger, which brought about a sudden heart failure, and his demise in guardianship, on 17 March 2017. 

ARTICLE 12. FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT 
Article 12.2 keeps up that everybody might be allowed to leave any nation, including his own. 

TRAVEL BAN 
The legislature of Bahrain does not conform to Article 12 of the ICCPR which stipulates that everybody has the privilege to freedom of development and should be allowed to leave any nation, including his own. 

Since 22 August 2016, the legislature forced a movement prohibition on around 20 human rights protectors going to the 32th Session of the UN Human Rights Council. In spite of the fact that it was briefly lifted after the session, since March 2017, the administration of Bahrain have improved the reconnaissance and travel bans against human rights safeguards, which brought about the upheld nonattendance of Bahraini activists from the 34th and 35th Session of the UN HRC. 

On the two events, the experts, including the Public Prosecutor, blamed the activists for created assertions, for example, their participation at illicit social occasions in the attacked town of Duraz, the territory which has been authorized for non-occupants to enter for relatively finished a year, after the denying the citizenship of its inhabitant Shaikh Isa Qassim. Because of the fake charges, in excess of 50 political and media activists, and human rights protectors stay under a movement boycott for an uncertain term. 

Article 14. Rights to a Fair Trial 
Article 14 of the ICCPR clarifies in subtle elements the subject's entitlement to be fair-mindedly attempted. 

Subjective and Biased Verdicts 
Article 14 of the ICCPR guarantees rights to a reasonable trial immediately, and with no outer weight. The courts of Bahrain have shown an unmistakable predisposition towards politically-spurred decisions, depending on false declarations, issuing enormous sentences, what's more, giving green-lights for capital punishments in spite of worldwide judgment. 

SHAIKH ALI SALMAN, the Secretary General of Al-Wefaq, the most persuasive and biggest broke up political gathering in Bahrain, has been condemned in July 2015 to four years in prison, in the wake of being sentenced inducing scorn and calling for powerful administration change. His sentence was strangely heightened to nine years after an interest by his resistance counsel. Around the same time, previous MP Jameel Kadhim, administrator of the consultative committee of Al-Wefaq, was captured for 'making false assertions that undermined national races,' in the wake of censuring the part of political cash in basic leadership and condemned to a half year in jail.

In 2011, two medics were put on a military trial, and sentenced between 5 and 15 years, under charges of felony and misdemeanours. For instance, Dr ALI AL-EKRI, a renowned paediatric orthopaedic surgeon working at the Salmaniya Medical Complex for more than 20 years, was sentenced to 15 years, later reduced to 5 years after appeal, being accused of a felony. During the protests in February 2011, he offered emergency treatment at the medical tent that had been set up at the ‘Pearl roundabout’; the central protest’s site. Al-Ekri, further, helped in evacuating women and children, after the raid on the site, which caused his arrest in the following month.
Conclusion
As investigated, despite its ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), there has been no meaningful compliance with the most of its Articles. The government of Bahrain have increased restrictions on freedoms of expression, assembly, association and religion to all of its citizens, targeting whoever raise their voices against the government, calling for democracy and demanding due rights. The arbitrary measures of the authorities have resulted in numerous victims of torture, travel ban, revocation of citizenship, and the death penalty.

Therefore, continued support, encouragement and pressure are in urgent need to be exercised, by the UN human rights bodies, influential governments, international and local NGOs, and activists. No doubt, an effective and collaborative work would ensure that the government of Bahrain implements its commitments and pledges, and that the systematic policy changes for the real promotion and protection of all human rights, and thus for the welfare of all Bahraini citizens, complying with the international norms and standards, including the ICCPR.
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