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		Report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its twenty-sixth session
1.	The Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its twenty-sixth session from 5 to 6 October 2023 in Geneva. The following members of the Working Group attended the session in person: Rhoda Reddock (Chair), Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia, Dalia Leinarte and Bandana Rana. Natasha Stott Despoja attended the session online.
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted the agenda of its twenty-sixth session.
3.	The Secretariat updated the Working Group on actions taken regarding submissions alleging grave or systematic violations of rights enshrined in the Convention. It further briefed and updated the members on recent developments in relation to pending inquiry proceedings and on completed inquiries under the follow-up procedure. The Working Group adopted recommendations for approval by the Committee. The Working Group also updated the table of inquiries to facilitate the presentation to the Committee.
4.	The Working Group discussed ways and means of improving its working methods under the standard operating procedures for inquiries. It agreed on pilot follow-up procedures in relation to completed Inquiries to be presented to the Committee for approval.  
5.	The Working Group discussed matters in relation to inquiry submissions Nos. 2023/2;  2023/3;  2022/2; and 2021/1; Inquiries Nos. 2019/1; 2017/3; 2016/1; 2014/3; 2014/2; 2012/1; and completed inquiries Nos. 2013/1 (South Africa), 2011/4 (Mali), 2011/2 (United Kingdom) and 2011/1 (Canada).
		Actions taken at the twenty-sixth session
6.	The Working Group decided to refer for adoption to the Committee the following recommendations:
a) In relation to submission No. 2023/3, that the Secretariat contact the source of information to acknowledge receipt and request an electronic version of the submission to enable automated translation;
b) In relation to submission No. 2023/2, that the Secretariat consult with the Secretariat of the Sub-Committee on Prevention of Torture on possible forms of cooperation;
c) In relation to submission No. 2022/2, that the Secretariat consult with the relevant special procedures country mandate on possible forms of cooperation;
d) In relation to submission No. 2021/1, that the Secretariat request additional information from relevant UN entities and specialized agencies; 
e) In relation to Inquiry No. 2017/3, that the Secretariat send a reminder to the State party concerned to respond to its correspondence, and seek additional information to recommend a final decision on the status of the Inquiry at the twenty-seventh session of the Working Group;
f) In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, that the Secretariat explore the remote methodology for conducting an inquiry used by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to inform the methodology of the Committee; develop a strategy and institutional mechanisms to engage with States parties in challenging political or other contexts and initiate communication with relevant UN agencies on the ground for possible cooperation; and explore modalities for enhancing engagement with the Capacity Building Programme of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights; 
g) In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/3, that the designated members propose possible dates for an inquiry visit in 2024 or 2025 and to inform the State party concerned accordingly;
h) In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/2, in the event that the State party concerned give its consent to an inquiry visit, that new dates for such visit during the first half of December 2023 be explored;
i) In relation to Inquiry No. 2012/1, that the State party concerned be considered next in line for an inquiry visit following the planned visits referred to in relation to inquiries 2014/2 and 2014/3;
j) In relation to Inquiry No. 2013/1 (South Africa), that the two designated members agree to the template of a follow-up assessment table discussed by the Working Group as a pilot, to be attached to an assessment letter; that the template be considered by the Committee for future use; and that the Secretariat put forward a request to include such template in its entitlements for translation as an official document, when finalized and accepted;
k) In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/4 (Mali), that the Chair of the Working Group request a Committee member to join a follow-up call with the Permanent Mission of Mali to the United Nations Office at Geneva;
l) In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/2 (United Kingdom), that upon receipt of follow-up information from the sources of information and the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission, the designated member presents to the Committee a follow-up assessment in the format of the template discussed in response to each of the recommendations at the eighty-seventh session of the Committee;
m) In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/1 (Canada), that the Chair of the Working Group, contact the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations Office at Geneva to enquire about the submission of its follow-up report to the Inquiry.

8.	The Working Group decided to hold its twenty-seventh session from 25 to 26 January 2024 in Geneva.
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