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Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Excellencies,
Friends and Colleagues,

I am delighted to be here with you for the opening of the thirtieth session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. Allow me to convey the greetings from the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, who would have certainly liked to meet with you during this session. She is, however, at present unavailable due to travel plans but has indicated she would find time to see you in a future session. The High Commissioner since taking office in September has repeatedly emphasized the importance she attaches to the work of treaty bodies. 
We are still mourning the passing away of two members of the Committee in 2018, Ms. Khedidja Ladjel from Algeria and Mr. Abdelhamid El Jamri from Morocco. I would first like to pay tribute to both of them, their families and friends. Both Members were truly great contributors to the work of this Committee and human rights pillars. Condolences have been sent to their families on behalf of the Committee and our Office. 
The Committee has approved Mr. Lazhar Soualem – nominated by Algeria – and Mr. Mohammed Charef – nominated by Morocco – as new members in Ms. Ladjel’s and Mr. El Jamri’s place. We warmly welcome Mr. Soualem and Mr. Charef who we are sure will carry out the responsibilities of this important position in a manner commensurate with that of their predecessor’s legacies.
Distinguished Experts, ladies and gentlemen,
There has never been a time more crucial than now to advance human rights in migration.Il y a actuellement 2 58 millions de migrants dans le monde, dont environ la moitié sont des femmes et environ 20% sont en situation irrégulière. The Convention on Migrant Workers is now more relevant than ever. There are currently about 258 million migrants in the world, about half of whom are women. Sur les 2 58 millions de migrants, environ 30 millions sont des enfants, dont la majorité réside dans les pays les moins avancés et les pays en développement, selon les estimations de 2015. According to estimates from 2017, of the 258 million migrants about 50 million are children, the majority of whom living in the Global South.
Migration is a daily reality and we should accept that fact.Migration has been a reality daily since time immemorial. However there is now a toxic environment whereby it is seen as accepted – despite our huge body of protective law – that the Les droits des travailleurs migrants sont fréquemment violés.rights of migrant workers and members of their families continue to be regularly violated. Migrant workers work in harmful and dangerous conditions. Ils reçoivent un salaire en dessous du SMIG , et sont soumis à des pratiques frauduleuses, d es heures de travail excessives et même de séquestration de la par t de leur employeur, ainsi que le harcèlement sexuel , les menaces et intimidation s . They receive wages often well below the minimum wage and work excessive hours which can often equate to modern slavery. They are subject to fraudulent practices and lamentably to sexual violence, threats and intimidation. They are among the most vulnerable. These abuses against migrant workers intensify further when they are in an irregular situation or in a vulnerable situation, including migrants in transit, migrant children, pregnant and nursing women migrants, or migrants with disabilities. They are preyed upon for profit. 
We believe, that the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, adopted by world leaders of more than 160 Member States at the Inter-governmental Conference in Marrakesh, Morocco in December, is an important step to address the challenges faced and to improve global governance on migration that places migrants and their human rights squarely at its centre. It indeed references the Convention on Migrant Workers as one of the international human rights instruments that inspired its contents. What is now needed is implementation and we hope that receiving States will show their mettle by signing up to the Convention otherwise the words on paper remain hollow.
The importance attached to the Global Compact is evidenced by the High Commissioner not missing the opportunity to be present in person in Marrakesh for its adoption, coinciding with Human Rights Day when the world celebrated the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration for Human Rights. The Committee – alongside OHCHR, other UN entities, human rights mechanisms and civil society – advocated tirelessly to ensure that the Global Compact for Migration is firmly based on the international human rights framework and was gender-responsive. This was done through government outreach, participation in side events, issuing public statements and other advocacy tools as well as indirectly, for example, through participation in the UN Women Expert Working Group. The Committee’s General Comments Nos. 3 and 4 on the human rights of children in the context of international migration – jointly adopted with the Committee on the Rights of the Child – equally proved to serve as a formidable advocacy tool that informed the drafting and negotiations of the Global Compact. 
The adoption of the Global Compact on Migration was a hard-fought victory for human rights and multilateralism. On 19 December, the General Assembly in New York approved the Global Compact by Resolution 73/195. Although the negotiated text of July 2018 came under attack just before the Marrakesh Conference, the Global Compact was still, overwhelmingly, endorsed by the General Assembly. 152 UN Member States voted in favour, with only 5 voting against and 12 abstentions; the remaining Member States not voting. 
In the vote in the General Assembly, 3 States parties to the Convention abstained and 8 States parties did not vote. However, all 13 Member States, which have so far only signed the Convention, voted in favour of the Global Compact. This outcome could indeed serve as a momentum for advocacy for more ratifications of, or accessions to, the Convention. 
As the international community moves towards implementation of the Global Compact there is now a unique opportunity for the Committee and its partners to make it a priority to increase the number of States parties to the Convention. With a view to fostering this goal, we encourage you to continue to seek your active engagement with the UN Network on Migration established to support the implementation, follow-up and review of the Global Compact.
Distinguished Members, 

Since the previous session of the Committee, there have been two new ratifications of the Convention: by The Gambia on 28 September and Guinea-Bissau on 22 October 2018. This brings the number of States parties to the Convention to 54. While this is a welcome development this is not enough. No major country of destination of migrant workers is yet a State party, and why? We need to find a way to engage receiving States and to help them appreciate how this Convention can help them resolve some of the cleavages we see breaking apart societies. The Convention is not a stick but rather a tool to help heal the many wounds of misunderstanding between sending, transit and receiving States. 
Further during this session, this Committee will meet with the ECOWAS Member States. Almost all ECOWAS Member States have ratified the Convention, except for four, three of which - Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Togo - have however signed the Convention. We hope to welcome Ivory Coast as a party. Other African States, namely Cameroon, Chad and Gabon, which have signed, but not yet ratified, the Convention, have been invited to this meeting as well. It is a great honour that the President of the ECOWAS Commission, His Excellency, Mr. Jean-Claude Kassi Brou, from the Ivory Coast, will travel to Geneva to dialogue with the Committee. We are hopeful that the interest generated in relation to this meeting will indeed heed the intended result of additional ratifications of the Convention. We will need to look to cross-regional strategies to enhance ratifications as a whole. 
Distinguished Experts,
In her interactive dialogue with the Human Rights Council at its 40th session, the High Commissioner highlighted inequalities and their underlying factors including poverty, discrimination, oppression, violence, poor governance, climate change and violations of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights , as drivers for involuntary and precarious migration for people, especially young people, to seek a life in dignity. She praised regional comprehensive development plans being developed in parts of Latin America in response to this challenge and in line with the Global Compact for Migration. She deplored the high risk of gender-based violence that migrant women and girls are exposed to in many parts of the world. She took issue with the push back at borders and the detention of migrant children in other parts of the world, thereby severely restricting their right to seek asylum. 
The High Commissioner was encouraged by recent developments in the European Union towards more sound (regular) migration policies. But at the same time she called “on the EU and its member states to prioritize the lives and safety of migrants crossing the Mediterranean, strengthen search and rescue measures, permit NGO rescues, and coordinate swift and safe disembarkation of these human beings, while at the same time tackling the root causes of this migration.”
Opening the Human Rights Council’s mainstreaming panel on Human rights in light of multilateralism, the High Commissioner asked: “Is there a national solution when your environment is becoming unlivable because of planet-wide climate change? Is there a national solution to issues which, by definition, overlap borders – like migration?” … “The answer is a simple ‘no’. Unilateral measures are simply unable to resolve a large and fast-growing range of issues. To meet today’s challenges we need cohesion and coordination – regionally and globally. And to achieve clarity in this uncertain landscape, we need to remain focused on our greatest asset – human beings – and on our DNA, the code which characterises us: human rights.”


Our Office has continued to raise awareness, build capacity, and engage in standard setting and advocacy regarding migration. The Committee will be briefed by OHCHR’s Migration Team in more detail during this session and will also have the opportunity for the regular exchange with the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants. 

Distinguished Members,
The General Assembly’s 2020 review of the treaty body system is just around the corner. Discussions at the 31st meeting of Treaty Body Chairs from 24 to 28 June will therefore largely focus on treaty body strengthening and reform. Committee members will receive a more in-depth briefing on the status of the 2020 review and meeting of the Chairs later in the session. Your substantive engagement in this process is critical. 
Without further ado, I take this opportunity to wish you a most successful session. I thank you for your attention. 
_____________
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