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1. Sikh Federation International
Sikh Federation International is a global organization representing the aspirations of the Sikh people and is comprised of exiled Sikh leadership based in the UK, Europe, Canada, USA, and Australia, and other diaspora communities. The Federation aims to strengthen Sikh self-governance institutions and establish effective mechanisms of global advocacy by engaging with international institutions and mechanisms. Alongside developing solidarity and cooperation with other movements and oppressed peoples, Sikh Federation International actively documents India's ongoing human rights violations and advocates for justice and accountability through global institutions like the UN Human Rights Council.
2. Incitement to Discrimination Against Sikhs (Article 4)
Hate speech and incitement to discrimination against Sikhs in India is increasing within a wider context of escalating anti-minority rhetoric, as well as a specific state-linked narrative that conflates Sikh identity and advocacy with extremism. Independent monitoring has found that hate speech events targeting religious minorities increased by 74.4% in India in 2024.[footnoteRef:1] Human Rights Watch has documented the use of inflammatory and discriminatory rhetoric by senior government officials, including during the 2024 election campaign, contributing to an environment that normalises hostility against minorities.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  India Hate Lab, Report 2024: Hate Speech Events in India (February 2025), online: https://indiahatelab.com/2025/02/10/hate-speech-events-in-india-2024/. ]  [2:  Human Rights Watch, India: Hate Speech Fueled Modi’s Election Campaign (August 2024), online: https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/08/14/india-hate-speech-fueled-modis-election-campaign. ] 

In the case of Sikhs, this dynamic is reinforced by the systematic portrayal of Sikh activists and dissenting voices as separatist extremists or terrorists.[footnoteRef:3] Accusations of “Khalistani” affiliation are used to stigmatise and criminalise Sikh activists and those critical of the government[footnoteRef:4] - such as took place during the 2020 farmers protests – and justify discriminatory treatment and unlawful violence against them. United Nations Special Rapporteurs have raised concerns regarding threats, intimidation and harassment against Sikh activists linked to their advocacy, including in communication AL IND 10/2024. Increasingly, Indian state-linked rhetoric is fuelling an enabling environment for discrimination, harassment and incitement against Sikhs in India and abroad. [3:  Ibid.]  [4:  Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Response to Information Requests (December 2019), online: https://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457975. ] 

We urge the Committee to raise the issue of state-linked hate speech and incitement to discrimination against minorities in India, including Sikhs, and question the Government on what measures it is taking to end and prohibit all forms of hate speech and incitement in line with its obligations under Article 4 of the Convention.

3.  Targeted Use of Arbitrary Detention and Torture Against Sikhs (Articles 2, 5)
International observers classify India as a “high risk” country for torture, documenting thousands of custodial deaths every year.[footnoteRef:5] Independent human rights monitors and reports continue to record patterns of abuse designed to coerce confessions, the structural non-compliance of security agencies with even minimal safeguards, and the almost total impunity enjoyed by perpetrators. This is particularly the case during police arrest, interrogation, and pre-trial detention. The frequent use of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) is particularly concerning given the nature of terrorism allegations, and provisions of the Act that facilitate extended police remand periods for interrogation along with the stringent bail conditions that make prolonged pre-trial detention almost inevitable.  [5:  Global Torture Index, India Factsheet 2025 (Geneva: OMCT & People’s Watch, 2025).] 

Minorities across India, including Sikhs, face heightened risks of arbitrary detention, torture, extrajudicial killings, and other forms of state violence as “discriminatory and nationalist rhetoric and policies have made such violence increasingly acceptable.”[footnoteRef:6] Sikh dissidents in particular face an acute risk of violence which will violate their fundamental rights. Torture in Punjab offers a concentrated lens into these dynamics as it is home to most of India’s Sikh population who have “long been subjected to discriminatory violence in India.”[footnoteRef:7]  [6:  REDRESS, Torture Normalised: State Violence in India (London: REDRESS, June 2025) at page 7.]  [7:  REDRESS, Torture Normalised: State Violence in India (London: REDRESS, June 2025) at page 41.] 

The use of UAPA as a discriminatory tool of arbitrary detention against Sikhs in Punjab is evidenced by studies identifying that the detention and prosecution of 104 Sikhs under the Act between 2009-2017 resulted in only three convictions; two which were subsequently overturned and one under appeal at the time of publication.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Jaspal Singh Manjhpur, Report regarding registered cases under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) in Punjab (Chandigarh: 9 December 2017).] 

Between 2018-2019, the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) conducted a study inside 24 functional prisons across Punjab in which they interviewed 660 inmates across the region. More than half (357 of 660 inmates interviewed) disclosed allegations of custodial torture in police custody, including allegations of custodial rape.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, Inside Punjab Prisons: A Study on Prison Conditions, Part A (New Delhi: CHRI, 2022) [CHRI Study].] 

We urge the Committee to raise the issue of the targeted use of arbitrary detention and torture against Sikhs and question the Government as to how such practices, including under UAPA, are consistent with the aims of the Convention, namely the obligations under Article 2 to prohibit and bring to an end racial discrimination by any persons, group or organization; and under Article 5 to guarantee equality to everyone in the enjoyment of rights, including the rights to equal treatment before tribunals and all other organs administrating justice; the right to security of person and protection by the State against violence or bodily harm, whether inflicted by government officials or by any individual group or institution; and the right to freedom from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.


