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	Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment



INFORMATION
ON FOLLOW-UP TO THE CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE FIFTH PERIODIC REPORT OF ARMENIA
1. As a State party to the United Nations Committee against Torture and in line with its international obligations under the United Nations framework, Armenia considers the Committee’s recommendations as an important roadmap for the continuation and further advancement of ongoing reforms in the areas of human rights protection, prevention of torture and ill-treatment, and strengthening of the rule of law.
2. Following the adoption of the Concluding Observations on the Fifth Periodic Report of Armenia during the 82nd session of the Committee (hereinafter “the Concluding Observations”), the document was translated into Armenian and circulated among all competent state authorities to ensure comprehensive awareness and coordinated follow-up. Subsequently, periodic discussions and consultations were held with representatives of relevant institutions, independent bodies, and civil society organizations regarding the implementation of the recommendations and the progress achieved in addressing the issues raised by the Committee.
3. More recently, in March 2026, a follow-up meeting was convened with the participation of representatives of the competent authorities and the Office of the Human Rights Defender, dedicated to the discussion of measures undertaken in response to the Concluding Observations and ongoing implementation efforts. In particular, the Concluding Observations and the scope of the present report were presented and discussed. Representatives of the relevant institutions subsequently delivered presentations on the measures undertaken and the progress achieved in the implementation of the Committee’s recommendations. The meeting also served as a platform to identify priorities and discuss further steps aimed at ensuring the effective implementation of the recommendations.
4. Within the context of the above-mentioned, it should be stated that in the period following the receipt of the Concluding Observations, Armenia has continued to implement the extensive reforms in the field of struggling torture, both through legislative amendments, and awareness-raising activities and capacity-building of relevant specialists. The main steps undertaken in the mentioned directions shall be presented below:
5. On 13 November 2025, the Order Minister of Labor and Social Affairs No 141-L “On Approving the Procedure for Submitting Anonymous Reports on Torture, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment of Beneficiaries in 24-Hour Care Facilities for the elderly or Persons with Disabilities” was adopted, according to which, a beneficiary must be informed immediately upon admission to the institution and no later than within one day - in a manner accessible to them and in a language they can understand - about their rights and responsibilities, including the right to be protected from torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and the right to submit anonymous reports on such matters, as well as about the internal regulations and daily routine of the facility.
Each beneficiary of the facility, in case of violation of his or her rights and freedoms, including torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, shall be entitled to submit applications, complaints, or reports, either personally or through a lawyer, legal representative, or guardian, to the management of the institution, the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, state or local self-government bodies, the court, the Human Rights Defender, mass media, as well as non-governmental organizations engaged in the protection of human rights and freedoms.
6. Addressing the trainings being conducted, it should be noted that the annual training and educational programme for judges and judicial candidates at the Academy of Justice includes a course entitled “Criminal Law Characteristics of Torture and Peculiarities of Investigation,” within the framework of which during the reporting period 29 judges and 1 candidate judge were trained. Such course is also included in the annual training programme for prosecutors, within the framework of which 47 prosecutors were trained.
7. The training programme for investigators includes a course entitled “Effective Investigation of Cases of Torture, Ill-treatment and Death in the Armed Forces,” within the framework of which 31 investigators were trained. In the course of 2025, 144 investigators took part in the training course titled “Types of Measures of Restraint: Detention and Alternative Measures of Restraint,” 36 whereof - in the course of the 2nd half of the year.
8. It should be noted that necessary trainings are also conducted to ensure gender-sensitive approaches. In the course of the first semester of 2025, 148 judges, 23 judicial candidates, 52 prosecutors and 107 investigators were trained on the general topics of non-discrimination and ensuring equality. 
9. By the Order of the Minister of Internal Affairs No 69-L of 29 September 2025, “The Special Methodology for Assessing the Quality of Trainings and Courses on the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Istanbul Protocol” was adopted, based on which the training of 60% of competent police officers was conducted jointly with the involvement of the Human Rights Defender’s Office. 
10. At the same time, in the course of 2026, 2,992 police officers were trained at the MIA Educational Complex on the topics “Fundamental Human Rights and the Grounds for their Lawful Restriction by the Police Guard”, “Prohibition of Torture and Other Forms of Ill-treatment”, “Personal, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Freedoms of a Person and a Citizen”, “Personal Rights and Freedoms of a Person and a Citizen, Guarantees for their Implementation and the Principle of Non-Discrimination within the Context of Human Rights Protection”, “Right to Life and Prohibition of Torture” and other topics, including 86 officers of the detention facilities and accompanying units operating within the Police.
11. A two-day training course, organized jointly with the MoIA and the CoE for the employees of the MoIA and police officers, as well as the relevant personnel of the Emergency Service, was conducted aimed at developing the capacities to prevent the cases of torture and ill-treatment in detention facilities of arrested persons in accordance with the international standards set out in the Istanbul Protocol. The training was also aimed at providing institutional capacities to launch a new mechanism for recording prima facie cases of ill-treatment. 
12. Alongside the training of competent officials, broad public awareness initiatives are also being implemented. In this context, on June 26, 2025, the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, a video on the prohibition of torture was published by the MoJ.
13. Regarding the specific issues raised by the Committee in point 44 of the Concluding Observations, the following should be noted:
Sub-point “a” of point 15:
14. On 12 December 2024, the Law “On Legal Assistance in Criminal Proceedings” (hereinafter referred to in this point as “the Law”) entered into force, which regulated such issues as the procedure for presenting persons who committed crimes outside the territory of Armenia to the investigative body and arresting them, the requirements for requests on legal assistance, amended the terms and procedure for temporary detention of persons for the purpose of extradition, as well as for actual extradition, the procedure for involving a lawyer, translator and other important issues. The Law also regulates the grounds for refusing a request from a competent authority of a foreign state for the extradition of a person (part 2 of Article 33 of the Law), which, inter alia, include the following: 
(...)
(2)	where there is a serious risk that, if extradition is permitted, the requested person may be threatened with torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment:
(...)
(11)	on other grounds provided for by an international treaty.
In the context of other grounds provided for by an international treaty, it should be noted that the Law “On Refugees and Asylum” shall stipulate the principle of non-refoulement in line with international law. According to part 2 of Article 9 of the above-mentioned law, an asylum seeker cannot be deported from the territory of Armenia until a final decision is made on the asylum claim. Pursuant to part 3 of the same Article, a foreign national or a stateless person may not be deported, returned or extradited to another country where for substantial reasons there is a risk that he or she will be subjected to cruel and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, including torture. It should be noted that in a number of cases, non-refoulement has been applied to wanted persons by the competent authorities of a foreign state and found in the territory of Armenia, and the Prosecutor General's Office of Armenia has refrained from extraditing the person in such cases.
15. At the same time, in a number of cases, abuse occurs and the use of refugee status or the right to asylum in Armenia by persons who are in detention as prescribed by law is viewed as a means of avoiding certain restrictions imposed on them by the legislation. The issue of the lack of the time limits for a person to obtain refugee status or apply for asylum has been repeatedly criticized by various bodies and the need to exclude the possibility of abuse of rights in this area has been emphasized. Thus, point “i” of part 4 of Article 23 of the European Council Directive 2005/85/EC of 1 December 2005 on minimum standards on procedures for granting and withdrawing refugee status, establishing the procedures for examining a claim, stipulates that the examination procedure may be prioritized or accelerated if, the applicant has failed without reasonable cause to make his/her application earlier, having had opportunity to do so. Moreover, within the judgment in the case of Rakhimov v. Russia (point 91), the European Court of Human Rights expressed a legal position that the failure of a person to immediately apply for asylum upon arrival in the territory of another State is essential when assessing the credibility of his or her claims.
16. Given the above-mentioned, the Law of Armenia “On Refugees and Asylum” stipulates that a foreign citizen or stateless person who has illegally crossed the state border of Armenia, or who is subject to criminal prosecution in the territory of Armenia, or who is subject to extradition to a foreign state, may apply for asylum or refugee status within 15 days from the moment of notification of that right (Article 47, Part 2.1). Moreover, a similar provision also stipulates that an official of a competent authority shall - immediately, but not later than within 24 hours, upon the moment of initiating criminal prosecution against the person, depriving him or her of liberty or otherwise restricting his or her freedom - clarify his or her right to request asylum or refugee status, whereon they shall be granted a written letter of notification and the realization of his or her right shall be ensured by sending their application for getting asylum in Armenia to the authorized body. As a result, the law establishes additional guarantees for a person to be informed about his or her right to seek asylum or refugee status, in order to realize it and to prevent abuse to the extent possible. 
17. At the same time, it is worth noting that the 15-day restriction applied to asylum seekers who illegally enter Armenia arises from the regulation of point 5 of Article 469 of the Criminal Code of Armenia (illegal crossing of the state border), according to which the enforcement of the mentioned article does not apply to a person who has been a victim of trafficking, as well as to an asylum seeker who, coming directly from the territory where his or her life or freedom was at risk, applies without delay to the competent authority and points to the valid reason for his illegal entry. Since the concept “without delay” is not specified in the Code, it was established by the Law of Armenia “On Refugees and Asylum”, providing for a 15-day period, with the aim of preventing the abuse of the system of asylum in order to evade criminal liability.
18. In Armenia, point 5 of Article 469 of the Criminal Code is fully implemented, in particular, asylum seekers who illegally enter Armenia are not subject to criminal liability and the refugee status determination procedures (regular or expedited) established by the Law of Armenia “On Refugees and Asylum” are also implemented in relation to them. In this regard, it is also noteworthy that in the second half of 2025, 115 criminal proceedings were initiated in the Investigative Committee under Article 469 of the Criminal Code of Armenia. There were no refugees or asylum seekers within the meaning of the Convention among the offenders, hence the part 5 of Article 469 of the Criminal Code of Armenia was not applicable. 
19. It should also be noted that the provision concerning the 15-day deadline is currently under review, specifically, a draft law “On Making Amendments and Supplements to the Law ‘On Refugees and Asylum’”, which has been developed and is currently in circulation establishes the grounds for considering a missed deadline for filing an asylum claim as excusable, as well as the possibility of extending the deadline for filing an asylum claim. The review will ensure a balance between the principle of the right to seek asylum and the inevitability of punishment in the case of a criminal offence.
Sub-point “b” of point 17:
20. Armenia is constantly working on prevention and elimination of cases of use of disproportionate force, torture and ill-treatment by police officers, to establish clear standards for the use of physical force and special means, as well as to ensure a proper response to each case of prima facie use of disproportionate force. In the mentioned cases, a full, comprehensive and objective investigation shall be carried out by the Internal Security and Anti-Corruption Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs(MoIA), which is an independent professional structural subdivision within the Ministry and reports exclusively to the Minister of Internal Affairs.
Where elements of crime are detected during the official investigation conducted by the Department, the materials of the service investigation shall be sent to the investigative bodies. In such, as well as in case of a pending criminal proceeding against an officer (employee) of the MoIA, the process of service investigation shall be suspended in accordance with the procedure prescribed by law until the entry into force of the final procedural acts on the initiated criminal proceedings. 
21. It is also important to note that a number of issues have been regulated by the legal acts of the Minister of Internal Affairs. Namely:
By the Order of the Minister of Internal Affairs No 96-L of 23 December 2025 the Rules of Conduct of Police Officers have been established according to which a police officer must respect and protect the right to life, physical and mental integrity, dignity and safety of every person while exercising his or her powers, and under no circumstances must use, incite or allow torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or coercion. In addition, alleged violations of the rules of conduct shall be subject to investigation by the Police Ethics Commission, the creation of which is provided for by the Law “On Police Integrity and Disciplinary Regulations”.
The procedure for review of virtue of police officers was approved by the Order of the Minister of Internal Affairs No 111-L of 30 December 2025. The review of virtue shall be implemented to ensure virtue and integrity in the conduct of police officers, to strengthen service discipline, to ensure the timely disclosure of a violation committed by police officers, as well as the grounds and conditions for bringing them to disciplinary liability, to prevent violations, to eliminate the reasons and contributing circumstances thereof and to strengthen public trust in the public service, including the activities of the police.
22. In parallel, since 1 November 2025, the Police Guard has been operating as a specialized service for maintaining public order and ensuring public security, staffed with specially trained officers, also guaranteeing the effective exercise of right of citizens to peaceful assemblies. In order to properly exercise the powers of the Police and the Police Guard, ensure the protection of human rights and freedoms, combat violations of the law, provide assistance to persons in need of protection, as well as maintain public order and ensure public security in accordance with Laws “On Police” and “On Police Guard”, by Order of the Minister of Internal Affairs No 6-N of 30 October 2025, a standardized procedure for the use of force by police officers has been developed and approved. The procedure is based on internationally recognized standards, UN guidelines, conventions and principles on crowd control, protection of human rights, proportionate use of force and ensuring public security.
Police officer shall use this procedure to objectively, professionally and impartially determine in a specific situation whether the use of force is legitimate and necessary, as well as what kind of behavior a police officer may demonstrate in the context of the use thereof. It is mandatory both for the Police Guard and for other officers of any other subdivision of the Police and shall be applied both during assemblies and within the scope of exercising other powers of the Police. 
23. Concerning training of police officers, within the framework of a project implemented by the Council of Europe, courses have been developed for special and continuous training of the Police Guard, with a total of 2,446 officers having passed the training. Training courses have also been organized for officers of the Police Troops (which have been replaced by the Police Guard) on the topic "Guarantees of Legitimacy and Proportionality of Coercion Applied by Police Guard Officers", with 2,430 officers enrolled, 30 of whom were from management staff.
24. In the second half of 2025, 25 criminal proceedings were initiated by the Investigative Committee regarding torture and ill-treatment by police officers. 7 of the initiated criminal proceedings were dismissed on rehabilitative grounds, and the preliminary investigation into the remaining criminal proceedings is pending.
In the same period, a public criminal prosecution has been instituted against 1 officer under part 1 of Article 450 of the RA Criminal Code (torture), against 1 officer under part 1 of Article 441 of the RA Criminal Code (abuse of official or service powers, or the influence conditioned thereof or exceeding powers by an official), against 8 officers under point 1 of part 2 of Article 441 of the RA Criminal Code (abuse of official or service powers, or the influence conditioned thereof or exceeding powers by an official, which resulted in property damage in particularly large amount). As a preventive measure, the suspension from office has been applied against 4 police officers.
25. [bookmark: _Hlk223616365]Compared to the previous years, there has been a significant increase in both the number of criminal proceedings forwarded to the court and the number of the accused under the cases with regard to torture and those equivalent thereto with regard to the use of violence by officials through the excess of their powers. The studies indicate that since 2015 when the corpus delicti of torture has been criminalised, most criminal cases were forwarded to the court in 2025. 
Thus, during 2025, the General Prosecutor's Office exercised supervision over the lawfulness of 294 criminal proceedings with regard to cases of alleged torture compared to 319 criminal cases (proceedings) in the previous year, 198 have been transferred from 2024. 137 of the mentioned proceedings have been dismissed (95 - in 2024), 1 has been forwarded to the court concerning 2 persons (1 - in 2024), 10 proceedings have been merged (20 - in 2024).
In the period from 1 January 2025 to 31 March 2026, 16 criminal proceedings with regard to torture and the abuse and excess of powers through the use of violence by officials, involving 26 officials, were forwarded to the court with the indictment, the term of office whereof was suspended.
26. As for the actions carried out in the criminal proceedings with regard to the incidents that took place during the demonstrations in 2008, September 2023, and May - June 2024, including those involving the infliction of blows by the police officers and the throwing of stun grenades directly into the crowd - it should be noted that, in the second half of 2025, around five dozen persons were interrogated, seizures, inspections, procedural and other probative actions were carried out.
It is also noteworthy that, following the abolition of the Decision of the investigator of 30 January 2020 to terminate the public criminal prosecution, against a person who - as of 1 March 2008 - held the position of Deputy Head of the Police, on the grounds of the expiry of statute of limitation, as well as of the procedural act of the supervising prosecutor on approving that Decision, the separated case was appropriately proceeded, the indictment in the Criminal Proceedings was approved upon the Decision of 9 January 2026, and the indictment, along with the materials of the proceedings, was submitted to the competent court. 
Besides, on 3 March 2026, the supervising prosecutor submitted to the court, along with the approved indictment, materials of the criminal proceedings with regard to another accused under the case of “1st March”, namely the First Deputy Head of the General Department of Criminal Investigation of the Police in 2008. 
In addition, on 6 March 2026, the supervising prosecutor submitted to the court, along with the approved indictment, the materials of the criminal proceedings with regard to accused under the case of the “1st March”, namely the Commander of the Troops of the Patrol Service of Yerevan Department of the Police in 2008, his deputy, and the person who held the position of the Commander of Company of the same Troops.
Point 19:
27. It should be mentioned that the Criminal Procedure Code of 2022, clearly establishes the conditions of lawfulness of imposition of both detention and alternative measures of restraint, as well as their duration and the possibility of abolition and change thereof. In particular, detention is the deprivation of liberty of the accused by a court decision in cases and procedure provided for by law, for the term specified by law and that court decision. A person may be held under detention for as long as it is necessary to ensure the regular course of proceedings, and as long as there are grounds for holding a person under detention, however, in any case, that period may not exceed the maximum period for holding under detention.
28. Detention in pre-trial proceedings may be imposed or the period thereof may be extended for a period not exceeding two months in each case, with the following maximum periods:
(1) four months in case of being accused of a crime of minor gravity;
(2) six months in case of being accused of a crime of medium gravity;
(3) ten months in case of being accused of a grave crime;
(4) twelve months in case of being accused of a particularly grave crime.
Detention in judicial proceedings may be imposed or the period thereof may be extended with a period of no more than three months in each case. General duration of holding under detention may not exceed the maximum period for punishment in the form of imprisonment provided for the criminal offence attributed to the accused.
The period for holding under detention shall be calculated upon de facto deprivation of the person of liberty. The calculated period of detention shall also include the period, when the accused, pursuant to the court decision, was at a medical institution for performing an expert examination or when medical supervision was applied to him as a security measure.
29. Decisions of the court of first instance on imposing detention as a measure of restraint, extending the term of detention, abolishing the detention or imposing an alternative measure of restraint instead of detention, as well as on rejecting the motion on revoking the detention or imposing an alternative measure of restraint instead of detention shall be subject to special review in the Court of Appeal. Similarly, in the Court of Cassation the decisions rendered as a result of special review in the Court of Appeal on applying detention as a measure of restraint, extending the term of detention, revoking the detention or applying an alternative measure of restraint instead of detention, as well as rejecting the motion on revoking the detention or applying an alternative measure of restraint instead of detention, shall be subject to special review.
30. In 2025, 2,559 motions were submitted to courts of first instance regarding the selection of detention as a measure of restraint against the accused - 1,566 or 61.2% of these motions were fully granted; 672 or 26.3% were partially granted; and 321 or 12.5% were rejected. Although the absolute numbers of motions on the application of detention as a measure of restraint and the number of granted motions have increased in recent years, it should nevertheless be stated that this is directly proportional to the increase in the number of individuals involved as accused in recent years. 
Currently, a decreasing tendency can be observed over the period 2023 - 2025 in the proportion of both submitted motions and those actually granted by the court, in comparison with the number of individuals involved as accused. It should also be emphasized that in 2025, the proportion of motions submitted to the court (13.3%) in relation to the total number of accused persons is lower than the eight-year (8) average (15.8%) by 2.5% - likewise, the proportion of motions granted by the courts (8.2%) is lower than the same indicator (12.3%) by 4.1%. 
Concerning the alternative measures of restraint, during 2025, 138 motions were submitted to courts of first instance on the application of house arrest (210 in 2024) - from which 106 or 76.8% were granted (185 or 88.1% in 2024), while 32 or 23.2% were rejected (25 or 11.9% in 2024). During 2025, bail was applied to 441 individuals (317 in 2024), while suspension from office was applied to 87 individuals (96 in 2024), of which 66 were corruption-related proceedings (71 in 2024).
By January 2026, 2,053 individuals under house arrest were registered with the Probation Service, and 1,639 individuals were under administrative control. 
Armenia attaches great importance to ensuring adequate technical capacities for executing alternative restraint measures by periodically acquiring relevant equipment needed. In this context, in 2025, the Probation Service acquired 759 electronic monitoring devices, as a result 459 electronic monitoring devices were supplied (30 for house arrest and 429 for administrative supervision), as well as 300 devices for administrative control.
As of 1 January 2026, the number of detainees amounted to 1,392, while the number of convicts amounted to 1,462.
31. With regard to matters concerning release from detention, it is important to note that according to point 6 of part 1 of Article 120 of the Criminal Procedure Code the accused shall be released from detention where the maximum time period for holding a person under detention prescribed by the Code has expired.
As regards compensation, it should be noted that, pursuant to Article 43 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the accused, inter alia, has the right to receive compensation for the damage caused as a result of illegitimate actions of public participants of proceedings or of the court. Pursuant to Article 164 of the CPC, the acquitted accused shall be entitled to require compensation for damage caused to him or her as a result of institution of criminal prosecution, application of coercive measures, conviction, as well as other unlawful restrictions of his or her rights or freedoms. 
In accordance with Article 1064 of the Civil Code, the damage caused due to illegal conviction, holding criminally liable, applying the measure of restraint in the form of detention, home arrest, administrative supervision or prohibition on leaving, imposition of an administrative penalty shall be compensated in full by Armenia, as prescribed by law, regardless of the fault of the officials of the preliminary investigation body, Prosecutor’s Office and courts.

Sub-point “d” of point 25:
32. Since 2022 the launch of the psychiatric unit for children operating within “Avan Mental Health Center” CJSC (with a capacity of 11 beds), children with intellectual disabilities and mental health issues who need in-hospital treatment receive care in this unit, which eliminates the possibility of children and adults being in the same area throughout the entire course of treatment. This unit not only serves the city of Yerevan, but also all other regions of Armenia. 
The specified unit is staffed with the necessary personnel, including paediatric psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, and a social worker, to provide adequate socio-psychological support.
In general, it should be noted that psychiatric organisations under the Ministry of Health regularly undergo major renovation works, ensuring appropriate conditions for individuals with mental health issues.
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