[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
SUMMARY CONTRIBUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR STRUGGLE AGAINST SEXUAL VIOLENCE (CSMD) TO CEDAW 82ND SESSION ON TURKEY

Although CSMD did not receive an invitation from the Turkey’s Ministry of Family, Labour, and Social Services to contribute to the CEDAW Periodic country report in contravention of its obligations to involve CSOs in the process, CSMD prepared this summary to inform the CEDAW about the state of affairs in the area of sexual violence in Turkey. Full version of the report can be reached online.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Contribution of the Association for Struggle Against Sexual Violence (CSMD) to CEDAW 82nd Session on Turkey: https://cinselsiddetlemucadele.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/CSMD_Contribution_to_CEDAW_82nd_Session.pdf 
**This summary is made based on the 2021 “I Have a Right to Ask for Support:  A Report on Sexual Violence Survivors' Experiences and Human Rights Compliance of Support Units” Report of our association. https://cinselsiddetlemucadele.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/i-have-a-right-to-ask-for-support-report.pdf 
Infographic video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVFNx4xr1K0 
Infographic: https://cinselsiddetlemucadele.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/i-have-a-right-to-ask-for-support-infographic.pdf  ] 

· Turkey has not developed an integrated and sustainable preventive system of practices on sexual violence yet.
· After the withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention, we witness that this process has had a negative effect on the survivors of sexual violence as it became more difficult for them to access their basic rights and services due to increasing number of examples where perpetrators are protected by the institutions of justice and public services.  
· There is no one-stop system for survivors of sexual violence in Turkey. The current system and its mechanisms do not focus on survivors.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Updated Shadow Report on the 8th Periodic Review of Turkey, The Executive Committee on NGO Forum for CEDAW , p.21, (para. 67).  ] 

· According to CEDAW Committee General Recommendations No.35, the inadequacy of the shelters and the absence of Rape Crisis Centers were revealed; and Istanbul Convention (Article 25) Turkey promised to open Rape Crises Centers. While there should be 312 support centers for combating sexual violence in Turkey according to the population rates of 2020, it was seen that these centers were not opened yet despite the long years of campaigns and advocacy efforts by the feminist movement.
· The absence of these centers creates barriers to survivors' access to medical support and impartial forensic services, trauma support, and counseling.
· Although shelters should be inclusive and accessible to sex workers or HIV+ people, there is no publicly accessible information on whether shelters for survivors accept sex workers and HIV+ women, and LBTI+.
· Instead of a woman-oriented approach where social, psychological, legal, etc. support can be obtained, a guesthouse approach is adopted, and social work practices are not carried out.
· In Turkey, there is no specialised hotline only for those who have been subjected to sexual violence yet.
· In March 2022, the news about an abandoned baby was reported in the newspapers; the baby was later taken to the hospital under state protection, the baby died while under the state protection. The mother who abandoned the baby was subsequently arrested. Given this incident, the Purple Roof Women's Shelter Foundation monitored the inadequacy of the services provided to women and a series of rights violations.[footnoteRef:3] The state's obligation to provide easily accessible services for applicants to benefit from state services is violated and that the applicants lose their rights. CSMD’s recent research on the issue revealed that that those who reached support mechanisms were more likely to experience secondary traumas due to prejudgment, accusation, and victim-blaming.  [3:  The woman who had to abandon her baby is released: “Devlet kadınları seçeneksiz bırakıyor” (“The state leaves women without options”): https://sendika.org/2022/05/bebegini-terk-etmek-zorunda-kalan-kadin-tahliye-edildi-devlet-kadinlari-seceneksiz-birakiyor-656251/ , https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/nisa-bebegin-ismi-degistirildi-1936323] 

· Although a project named “Database on Violence Against Women / System-Building Study Project” was carried out in 2012, there is neither a model developed or implemented in consequence nor is there disaggregated data on gender-based violence, sexualized violence, and sexual violence yet.
· The government does not share information regarding how laws/policies/national plans are implemented or not.

Recommended questions for Turkey during their constructive dialogue with the CEDAW: 

· Are there any, easily accessible rape crisis or sexual violence referral centers for only survivors of sexual violence? 
· How the state provides for medical and forensic examination, trauma support and counselling for survivors?
· Is there any data to inform and garner a proper response to the rights violations and basic needs of sexual violence survivors? If yes, do you share the data with public?
· What kind of protective - preventive work is the state doing to prevent sexual violence? For example, is comprehensive sex education given in schools?
Recommendations: 
· Turkey must establish reporting systems for institutions providing support services to survivors of sexual violence in order to collect data on gender identity, sexual orientation, refugee status, disability, consent building of children, and forced marriages at an early age.
· Turkey must develop and implement wide ranging policies and practices including awareness raising campaigns on sexual violence, protection of children's rights, women's shelters and standards, anti-discrimination policies. 
· Turkey must review its law to integrate the creation of a set number of specialised centres including rape crisis centres and sexual assault centres reflecting its population size.
· Turkey must provide enough budgetary support and trained human resources for existing shelters.    
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