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Suggestions for disability-relevant recommendations for consideration for the Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee for the 49th Session 
(12 - 30 November 2012)
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following for recommendations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in list of issues, and Concluding Observations on the State issued by other treaty bodies (see Annex) in the absence of a state report.

REPUBLIC OF CONGO
The Republic of Congo signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007.
IDA recommendations for Concluding Observations:

· Take steps to actively consult with and involve persons with disabilities and their representative organisations in the development of legislation and policies concerning education, employment, social protection, health, protection against violence, in accordance with Article 4(3) of the CRPD.
· Collect adequate data on children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society. (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/COG/CO/1, 2006, para 17, in Annex below)
· Take steps towards ratification of the of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
Article 3
· Address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices in the home, institutions and the community. Take measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities living in institutions and the community, and to adopt measures to ensure the accessibility of services and information to victims with disabilities, including training of police, the judiciary and other interlocutors.
Articles 6 & 7

· Adopt measures to ensure that disability is explicitly listed as a prohibited ground for discrimination in the law (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/COG/CO/1, 2006, para 26, in Annex below). Ensure the elimination of discrimination of persons with disabilities in access to employment, both in private and public sectors, and to ensure that employees with disabilities in all forms of employment, including sheltered employment, enjoy rights under fair wage and labour laws on an equal basis with others.  Ensure that the law provides for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in the workplace, and that its denial is recognised as disability-based discrimination explicitly within the law (Articles 2, 5(3), CRPD).
Article 10

· Ensure the provision of support services to assist families, including both mothers with disabilities, and mothers or women in the family who are the lead caregivers in their care for children with disabilities. In particular, ensure that services and assistance are rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities, as well as mothers with disabilities, to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance.
Article 12
· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, are based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health are made accessible to children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, in age-appropriate formats and that they are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned. 
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities in age-appropriate formats.
Articles 13 & 14
· Adopt measures in the law to ensure the implementation of inclusive education of children with disabilities (see Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/COG/CO/6, 2012, para 32, in Annex below), such as the obligatory training of all teachers (beyond special education teachers), to require individual education plans for all students, ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above.  (also see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/COG/CO/1, 2006, paras 56, 57, 69, in Annex below) Ensure the law provides enforceable remedies for the denial of the right to inclusive education including the denial of the provision of reasonable accommodation with respect to education. 
Article 15

· Give full effect to the cultural rights of persons with visual impairments, and their access to information, amend legislation to provide exceptions and limitations to copyright laws so that they may be made available and accessible.
List of Issues
Article 2, paragraph 2 – Non-discrimination

4.
Please provide information on anti-discrimination provisions in the laws of the State party insofar as economic, social and cultural rights are concerned and provide examples of application of these provisions in courts.

6.
Please indicate what rights have been recognized to persons with disabilities and whether the law on the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities defines the notion of reasonable accommodation.  Please also provide information, including statistical data, on any impact of the implementation of the national action plan adopted in 2009 as regards the enjoyment by persons with disabilities of their right to work, health and education. In particular, please provide information on measures taken to address environmental barriers to access to public goods and services and to encourage employers to hire persons with disabilities.

Article 6 – The right to work

10.
Please provide information on measures taken to address the lack of professional training and qualification opportunities and the inadequacy of training offers vis-à-vis the labour market needs which, according to the PRSP, are among the root causes of high unemployment in the State party. In view of the very low number of unemployed persons registered at the Office national de l’emploi et de la main-d’œuvre, please provide information on measures taken to improve the services provided to the unemployed, in particular, outside Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire. Please also provide information on the impact of targeted measures to reduce unemployment among vulnerable groups such as the youth, women, indigenous people and persons with disabilities.

Article 9 – The right to social security

18.
Please inform the Committee of the percentage of the population covered by the various social security schemes for the following branches: health care, sickness, old age, unemployment, employment injury, family and child support, maternity, disability, and survivors and orphans. Please also inform the Committee of the percentage of workers governed by the Labour Code who are covered by the general social security scheme.

19.
Please provide information on the various social security benefits and indicate to what extent their amounts, including pensions, ensure an adequate standard of living for recipients and their families.  

20.
Please provide information the revision of the civil service pension scheme and on any reforms being undertaken so as to increase the number of persons covered by the social security system.

Articles 13 and 14 – The right to education

40.
Please provide information on steps taken to reduce repetition rate and to increase completion rate at the primary and secondary levels, particularly among marginalized and vulnerable groups. Please also provide information on steps taken, and the impact thereof, to promote adult literacy and to increase the offer of non-formal education outside large cities. 

42.
Please indicate the measures taken to make secondary education, including technical and vocational education, and higher education generally available and accessible to all.

Article 15 – Cultural rights

48.
Please indicate the measures taken by the State party to ensure universal access to Internet, in particular for disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups.

ANNEX- Disability references in Concluding Observations with respect to Republic of Congo
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/COG/CO/6, 2012

B.Positive aspects

8.The Committee welcomes the oral commitment of the delegation to ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.
Education

31.The Committee welcomes the free education for pupils from 6-16 years of age, the carrying-out of adult literacy programmes and awareness-raising campaigns on the importance of girls’ education, and the revision of stereotypes contained in school textbooks. However, the Committee is concerned at the persistence of structural and other barriers to quality education, which constitute particular obstacles to the education of girls and young women, such barriers include, among others, early pregnancy, parents’ giving priority to their sons’ education, indirect cost of schooling, and the negative impact of harmful traditional practices, such as pre-marriages before the legal age for marriage, on girls’ education. The Committee is particularly concerned about the high drop-out rates of girls at all levels of education, in particular at the secondary and tertiary levels, the persistence of stereotypes in school textbooks, and the lower literacy rate of women compared to men.
32. The Committee invites the State party to:

(a) Raise awareness among communities, families, students, teachers and officials, especially men, about the importance of women’s and girls’ education;
(b ) Ensure de facto equal access of girls and young w omen to all levels of education and retain girls in schools including by providing public scholarships for girls and incentives for parents to send their daughters to school and enabling young women to return to school after pregnancy ;

(c ) Provide technical and vocational training facilitating the professional insertion of girls who dropped out of school, also orienting them towards traditionally male dominated careers, e.g. in services, trade, logistics and innovative sectors ;
(d ) Provide adequate educational opportunities for girls and boys with disabilities, including by integrating them into mainstream education;

(e ) Undertake a new revision of school textbooks to eliminate remaining stereotypes; and
( f) Strengthen its efforts to improve the literacy rate of women by strengthening adult literacy programmes, especially for women in rural areas .

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, 43rd session, CRC/C/COG/CO/1, 2006

17.  The Committee recommends that the State party develop a system for a comprehensive collection of data on all areas of the Convention in a way that allows for disaggregation and analysis. Particular emphasis should be placed on those groups who are in need of special protection, including indigenous children, street children, children in alternative care, children “informally” adopted, disabled children and children who head families. The Committee further encourages the State party to use this data for the formulation of policies and programmes in view of the effective implementation of the Convention, to continue its cooperation with UNICEF in this respect and to consider the publication of an annual statistical report on the implementation of the Convention.
26. While noting with appreciation that the Constitution prohibits discrimination, the Committee is concerned at the fact that those dispositions do not cover the full scope of article 2 of the Convention, inter alia birth and disability. The Committee is also concerned at the inadequate enforcement of the Constitution with respect to non-discrimination.
Children with disabilities

56.       While welcoming the legal and institutional framework protecting persons with disabilities, including children, as well as the adoption of a National Plan of Action for the African Decade for Persons with Disabilities (1999-2009), the Committee is concerned at the fact that children with disabilities still face a number of difficulties which continue to hinder the development of their potentials and hamper their enjoyment of a full and decent life and participation in the community. The Committee is also concerned that children with disabilities are not included in regular schools as much as possible.

57.       The Committee recommends that the State party, in accordance with  the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities(General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities held on 6 October 1997 (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339):

(a) Further encourage the inclusion of children with disabilities into the regular educational system and their inclusion into society;

(b) Pay more attention to special training for teachers and make the physical environment, including schools, sports and leisure facilities and all other public areas, accessible for children with disabilities; and

(c)  Improve and strengthen early detection and treatment services through health and education sectors.
69.       The Committee recommends that the State party:

(e)        Undertake additional efforts to ensure access to informal education to those children who dropped out of school before graduation, including indigenous children, street children, orphans, children with disabilities, and former child soldiers;
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