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Dear Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is a pleasure to open the twenty-first session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances.  
Allow me to start by welcoming you all here. We are particularly glad to see you all in Geneva after three sessions fully held online. 
In that context, I want to wish a particular welcome Mr. Juan Pablo Albán and Ms. Suela Janina, who were both elected as members of the Committee last June. I congratulate you both, knowing that your respective experience and expertise will bring a lot to the work of the Committee. 
A warm welcome also to all the members who pursue their mandate: Mr. Mohammed Ayat, Mr. Horacio Ravena, and Ms. Milica Kolacovic, were all re-elected last June. Congratulations to you all. We are really happy to go on working with you.
Dans ce contexte, j’ai le grand honneur de saluer tout particulièrement le rôle de M. Mohammed Ayat. M. Ayat va en effet terminer à cette session son mandat de Président du Comité. Je suis l’un des témoins privilégiés du temps et de l’énergie qu’il a consacrés au Comité pendant ces deux années. 
Sous votre présidence, cher M. Ayat, le CED a été le premier Comité à se réunir et à réaliser des dialogues pour des examens d’Etats parties en ligne. Le Comité a aussi adopté de nombreuses décisions, qui renforcent la procédure et la jurisprudence du Comité, ainsi que l’impact de son travail. Je tiens à vous féliciter, vous et le Comité, pour le travail intensif que vous avez fourni, aussi entre les sessions, au cours de cette année et demie particulièrement difficile. Cher M. Ayat, merci. Nous sommes très heureux de pouvoir continuer de travailler avec vous, en faveur de l’éradication et de la prévention des disparitions forcées. 
Cher Président, chers membres du Comité des Disparitions Forcées,
L'éradication et la prévention des disparitions forcées restent en effet un défi mondial. En décembre dernier, nous avons célébré les 10 ans de l'entrée en vigueur de la Convention pour la protection de toutes les personnes contre les disparitions forcées. Cet anniversaire a été l'occasion de divers événements et publications, qui ont tous rappelé l'urgence de continuer à lutter contre cet horrible fléau. 
This 10th anniversary has also been the occasion for the Committee to promote the realization of the publication “The Work of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances”. I want to congratulate the Committee for this initiative, as well as Ms. Galvis, author of the publication. I also want to warmly thank Germany, “Brot für die Welt” and the Geneva Academy for their financial and technical support, which provides a key tool to all actors. This description of CED jurisprudence as relates to the examination of States reports during 10 years indeed clarifies many issues, and makes a balance of what has been achieved, and what remains to be done. 
Dear Chair, dear members,
Indeed, a lot remains to be done to eradicate and prevent enforced disappearances. And your work continues to this end. At this session, you will examine the first reports of Brazil and Panama. You will also examine the reports on additional information of France and Spain, and the reports on follow-up to concluding observations of Bolivia and Slovakia. In this context, you will meet with States parties, victims, NGOs, and National Human Rights institutions.
You will also have joint meetings with the Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances, the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial Executions and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 
As at every session, you will examine your periodic report on Urgent Actions, in which you analyse the trends observed as relates to disappearances occurred in 23 States parties. Here, once more, I want to highlight the daily work that the Committee carries out through its Working Group on Urgent Actions and Secretariat. As of today, CED has registered 1410 Urgent Actions, including 400 in 2021. This is already the double of the total of Urgent Actions registered in 2020. 
These figures are appalling, and they only represent a tiny proportion of the hundreds of thousands of victims of enforced disappearances worldwide. These figures also show, once more, the urgency that all member States officialise their commitment against enforced disappearances, ratifying the Convention. 
Indeed, the slow ratification of the Convention still holds you back. In that context, I particularly welcome the ratification of the Convention by Sudan in August this year, bringing the number of States parties to 64. This new commitment is definitely an example to be followed. 
Dear Chair, dear members,
 Each step taken to promote the Convention and the work of your Committee is indeed to be highlighted as a positive development for the world at large. In the same perspective, let me mention examples of positive steps taken by States parties over the last months. First, the exemplary decision adopted by the Supreme Court of Mexico last June that, inter alia, recognizes the binding character of the Urgent Actions of the Committee. Then, let me also welcome the official acceptance by Mexico, on 30 August, of the Committee’s visit, as requested since 2013. 
I also wish to mention the Resolution adopted by the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea last June, calling for the Ratification of the Convention. We hope that this resolution will soon be followed by ratification. Let me finally refer to the third ratification campaign launched by Argentina and France. 
All these are very positive steps towards the promotion of the rights and obligations of the Convention. But for them to become a reality, it is also urgent that member States join forces to provide the Committee with the meeting time and human resources it desperately needs to fulfil its mandate.
The ongoing 2020 review process is key to this end. In that regard, let me refer to the 33rd annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies that took place from 7 to 11 June. There, the Chairs discussed options of actions to be taken in view of the report of the co-facilitators on the 2020 review.  Issues under discussion included: (1) the development of a predictable review calendar that contemplates the possibility of replacing every second review with a focused review; (2) the ongoing harmonization of working methods; and (3) the digital transition to facilitate the work of Treaty Bodies. In follow-up to the meeting, the Chair of the CRPD and of this year’s Chairs meeting, has put on the table comprehensive proposals, in consultation with the CRPD, to be considered by all Committees during their meetings until the end of the year. You have received this report and I know that you will discuss it in the forthcoming days. Your contribution to this process is absolutely essential, especially taking into account the specificities of CED procedures. And of course, OHCHR will continue to support Treaty Bodies in this critical endeavour for the future of the treaty body system, with a view to reaching a consensual way forward on the main issues at hand. 

Dear Chair, dear members of the Committee,
Your work, together with all your partners, is key to eradicate and prevent enforced disappearances. As said earlier, we are particularly happy to have you here in Palais Wilson today. But strong limitations are still imposed by the prevailing sanitary conditions. This way, your partners will only be able to participate remotely to the session. This is not ideal. And this is surely not an easy situation to handle. 
Over the past months, we have taken daily actions to allow such hybrid format, but this has been particularly challenging. Some of the problems faced have been resolved, but others not. I have to call on the patience and understanding of all in case difficulties arise. Please be reassured that we, at OHCHR, do our utmost to support you.
I am aware that you have a heavy program ahead of you for the next 2 weeks, and would like to extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session. 
Thank you for the attention.  
I would now like to turn to Mr. Simon Walker, Chief of Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Section, to proceed with inviting Mr. Juan Pablo Albán Alencastro and Ms. Suela Janina to make their solemn declarations in accordance with item one of the Provisional Agenda and Annotations. 

Thank you. 
Mr. Walker, takes the floor
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