Opening Statement
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Distinguished colleagues, delegates, OPDs, and representatives of the UN system,
It is my honor to welcome you to the 33rd session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Let me begin with a difficult truth. Due to the United Nations’ ongoing liquidity crisis, our session has been reduced to just 12 working days. Several country reviews had to be postponed, and the pre-sessional working group was cancelled entirely. These are not isolated setbacks. All ten UN treaty bodies are now affected. At the 37th Annual Meeting of Treaty Body Chairs, we raised our collective alarm: over 35 dialogues with States parties have been cancelled for 2025. More than 185 individual communications, many involving serious rights violations, will go unprocessed. Inquiry procedures under Article 6 of the Optional Protocol are suspended due to a lack of funds. Most concerning, nine of the fourteen newly approved staff positions remain unfilled. 

This is not only a financial crisis, but also a human rights crisis. And the consequences fall hardest on those already most marginalized, including the 1.3 billion persons with disabilities worldwide. At a time of war, displacement, systemic discrimination, and a worsening climate crisis, our role must become more visible, strategic, and bold.

Since our last session, I have had the honor of representing the Committee at several key events.
At the Global Disability Summit in Berlin, we welcomed the adoption of the Amman–Berlin Declaration on Global Disability Inclusion, endorsed by over 100 stakeholders, including 74 national governments. The Declaration sets an ambitious agenda, including a target that 15% of all international development programmes address disability inclusion. This aligns with the fact that persons with disabilities represent 15% of the world’s population.

In June, I led our participation at the 18th Conference of States Parties (COSP18) in New York. Our committee held over 20 bilateral meetings with governments and international partners. We raised our voice across plenaries and side events on climate justice, humanitarian emergencies, artificial intelligence, and inclusive finance. We emphasized three priorities in my opening remarks:
The next decade must be one of full CRPD implementation through State reform and accountability.
Disability rights must be integrated across all global agendas—from climate to finance, digital transition, and humanitarian response.
Persons with disabilities must lead the process; their voices and leadership must guide all actions.
These are not just ideals. They are legal obligations.

In July, our members joined the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development in Seville. We co-organized a workshop on disability-inclusive budgeting and investment. We addressed public finance reforms, private sector roles, and budget justice. However, we must note: the broader Sevilla framework remains silent on disability. No financing model is just or legitimate if it excludes persons with disabilities.

Looking ahead, the Second World Summit for Social Development in Doha this November is another critical moment. Our review of the draft political declaration shows that references to disability are scattered and limited, often confined to employment or education. We will use this session to prepare a strategic input to Doha—calling for disability-inclusive social protection systems, universal accessibility, and community-based support models.

I would also like to draw attention to an internal challenge. Due to resource constraints, we continue to face barriers to ensuring equal participation of all Committee members. In particular, the lack of national sign language interpretation for our colleague Mr. Tamon, is a persistent concern. Accessibility is not a privilege. It is a human right and a precondition for participation. We call on all stakeholders, including Member States, to help us meet our accessibility obligations.

Despite these constraints, the Committee remains fully committed. Looking ahead, 2026 marks the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. We will use this historic milestone to reflect on two decades of change and to shape a bold vision for the future. We are determined to ensure that the legacy and future of the CRPD remain vibrant and grounded in the lived experiences of persons with disabilities.

In this 33rd session, we will review State party reports and adopt concluding observations. We will publish findings from our communications and inquiries under the Optional Protocol, continue work on General Comments on Articles 11 and 29, and advance the work of our working groups on deinstitutionalization, on women and girls with disabilities, and humanitarian emergencies.
We will also hold a public session highlighting the voices of persons with disabilities from Gaza and the West Bank, who continue to face the horrors of war. Their testimonies will remind the world that peace must be built with, not without, persons with disabilities.

We will act. We will persist. We will improve the voices of persons with disabilities. And together, we will uphold their dignity, rights, and freedoms.
Thank you for your attention.
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