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1. The United Kingdom (UK), Overseas Territories and the Crown Dependencies form one ‘undivided Realm’, which is distinct from the other States of which Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II is monarch. The ‘UK Government’ has varying degrees of responsibilities for each of the jurisdictions. This annex sets out the structure of the UK State Party including governance and accountability.  

The UK and Devolved Administrations
	
2. The Devolved Administrations refer to Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The term ‘Great Britain’ is used when referring to England, Scotland and Wales. UK Parliament (Westminster) legislates on matters which affect the UK as a whole; for example, immigration, foreign affairs and defence.

3. Education, the National Health Service (NHS) and social care are devolved matters, by which we mean that powers for legislative changes have been transferred from the UK Parliament to the Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for Wales, the Northern Ireland Assembly and their associated executive bodies (the Scottish Government, the Welsh Government and the Northern Ireland Executive). In Scotland and Northern Ireland, justice and policing is also devolved.  

Crown Dependencies

4. The Crown Dependencies are the Bailiwick of Jersey, the Bailiwick of Guernsey and the Isle of Man. Within the Bailiwick of Guernsey there are three separate jurisdictions: Guernsey (which includes the islands of Herm and Jethou); Alderney; and Sark (which includes the island of Brecqhou). UK’s ratification of the UNCRC has not yet been extended to the Bailiwick of Guernsey.

5. The Crown Dependencies fall under the sovereignty of the British Crown but are not part of the UK and have no representation in Westminster Parliament. Each Crown Dependency has their own elected legislative assemblies responsible for making primary and secondary domestic legislation. Certain primary legislation requires Royal Assent or Sanction.

6. Administrative, fiscal and legal systems and courts of law are independent of the UK, as are matters pertaining to the protection of children. HM Government is responsible for the defence and international relations of the Islands. The Crown, acting through the Privy Council, is ultimately responsible for the good governance of the Crown Dependencies.

British Overseas Territories 

7. There are 14 British Overseas Territories, of which 10 are permanently inhabited.[footnoteRef:1] The Overseas Territories do not form part of the UK and have no representation in the Westminster Parliament.  [1:  Anguilla; Bermuda; Cayman Islands; Falkland Islands; Gibraltar; Montserrat; Pitcairn, Henderson, Ducie and Oeno (Pitcairn Islands); St Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha; Turks and Caicos Islands; Virgin Islands (commonly known as the British Virgin Islands)] 


8. Each Overseas Territory has its own written constitution, government and local laws. The UK government acknowledges that the peoples of all the territories have the right of self-determination, and has a fundamental responsibility to ensure the security and good governance of the territories and their peoples.

9. The protection and promotion of human rights (including children’s rights) are primarily the responsibility of territory governments, although the UK government works in partnership with them to ensure the territories act in accordance with their international human rights obligations, including those enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

10. The UK government extended its ratification of the UNCRC to nine of the 10 inhabited Overseas Territories in 1994. In December 2015, the UK government and HM Government of Gibraltar reiterated their commitment to working together to extend the UNCRC to Gibraltar. 

11. In February 2015, the UK government established the Overseas Territories Child Safeguarding Unit to help strengthen child safeguarding capabilities and systems in partnership with the territories. This builds on efforts by the UK Department for International Development (DFID), which launched the second Child Safeguarding Children in the Overseas Territories programme in February 2014, in partnership with UNICEF Caribbean and others, and provides budgetary assistance for safeguarding. 
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