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Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women
		List of issues and questions prior to the submission of the combined initial to fifth periodic reports of San Marino[footnoteRef:2]* [2: 	*	Adopted by the pre-sessional working group on 1 June 2023.] 

		Women’s rights and gender equality in relation to the pandemic, recovery efforts, and global crises
1. Please describe efforts made and mechanisms put in place to face the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and its long-term impact, and ways to apply these in the State party’s response to current and future crises, such as armed conflict, food insecurity and the energy crisis. Please provide information on strategies taken to ensure that gender equality and women’s empowerment are a fundamental requirement in addressing such crises, and in elaborating adequate responses, such as policies, scope of essential services, assistance programmes, recovery efforts and the application of the rule of law. Please also provide information on measures taken to ensure the equal and meaningful participation of women in these processes, and that such crises will not lead to a reversal of progress made in the protection and promotion of women’s rights.
		Sustainable Development Goals, Climate change and disaster risk reduction
2. Please provide information on the measures in place that ensure women have a central role in climate action and disaster risk reduction, at the local, regional, national and international levels, as well as in the adoption and implementation of strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, notably resulting from coal consumption and exports. Please provide information on measures envisaged to strengthening the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals through an integrated approach of gender equality and with the necessary indicators for assessing the policies and measures taken to that effect. 
		Constitutional and legislative framework
3. Please provide Information on the steps taken to consider the ratification of International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances; the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons; the ILO Domestic Workers Convention No. 189; the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, revised European Social Charter.
4. Please indicate the laws and policies adopted by the State party to promote gender equality. Please provide information on the process leading to amending Article 4 of the Declaration on Citizens’ Rights and Fundamental Principles of San Marino Legal Order to expressly prohibit discriminations based on gender and on sexual orientation. Please also provide information on the measures taken to ensure its effective implementation, along with the law no. 57/2016 on the prohibition of discriminatory acts based on gender equality. Please provide any other information on the incorporation of the Convention in the State’s party domestic law.
		Access to Justice
5. Please provide information on the legal and institutional framework regulating the access to justice for discrimination against women and girls to the ordinary courts and administrative tribunals. Please also provide data on the cases, disaggregated by economic status, nationality and ethnicity and typification of crime, as listed in the Penal Code, such as “murder, manslaughter, reckless homicide (arts. 150, 163 and 158), intentional and unintentional personal injuries (arts. 155 and 164), instigating and assisting the commission of suicide (art. 151), enslaving (art. 167), trafficking and trade in slaves (art. 168), abduction (art. 169), violation of sexual freedom (art. 171), private violence (art. 179)”, HRI/CORE/1/Add.119, para 51, while indicating if any review of the Penal Code has been carried out recently. Please provide information on measures taken to implement the obligation enshrined in the Law of 2008 to deliver specific training on the Convention for judges, law enforcement and officials involved in addressing all forms of violence against women. Please indicate the criteria used in the State party legal system to distinguish between the lawful and unlawful limitations to human rights, in the context of remedies of violations of human rights.
		National human rights institution
6. Please provide information on the steps taken and the timeline to establish a national human rights institution as an equality and non-discrimination body, in line with the accepted recommendations made during the Universal Periodic Review’s (UPR) third cycle in November 2019 in this regard (A/HRC/43/9, 119.34 and A/HRC/43/9/Add.1, para 4.).
		National machinery for the advancement of women
7. Please provide explain the function of the Authority for Equal Opportunities established in 2008 to promote women’s rights and prevent gender-based violence as enshrined in the Convention. Please explain the methodology and the scope of the Authority’s function to collect data on discrimination and violence against women and coordination among stakeholders to prevent gender-based violence and to protect victims, including with the Committee on Equality of Opportunities created in 2004. Additionally, please provide information on the impact of these activities, including relevant data and about the increase of financial resources. Please provide information about the lack of public funding for civil society organizations and measures taken to considering a participatory space for women and their organizations in the national machinery for the advancement of women. Please provide information on the funding of institutions and policies to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women in line with the Convention, including the share of public funding dedicated to the State party efforts to eliminate violence against women.
8. Please provide information on the steps taken to monitor the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) from a gender perspective, in terms of indicators and methodology of collecting data, with the view to ensure a comprehensive monitoring to the SDGs, including data on violence against women, unpaid care and domestic work and key labour market indicators, such as the gender pay gap. Please indicate the plans of the State party to monitor other areas of gender equality, such as gender and poverty, physical and sexual harassment, women’s access to assets (including land), as well as gender and the environment.
		Temporary Special Measures
9. Please indicate how the State party makes use of the provision of temporary special measures to close the gap of gender inequalities in all areas, in addition to the quota in political participation and incentives for employing women returning to work after maternity. Please indicate whether the State party considers making use of temporary special measures in a systematic manner to achieve substantive equality in all areas in the State party.
		Stereotypes
10. Please provide information on the steps the State party to eliminate gender stereotypes on the roles and responsibilities of men and women in the family and society, as well as in education. In this line, please indicate the measures to increase awareness among the general population about the negative impact of gender stereotypes in terms of perpetuating violence against women, notably with regards to the media. 
		Violence against women
11. Provide information on the steps the State party has taken to increase awareness of the Law No. 97 of 20 June 2008 on the prevention and elimination of violence against women and gender violence. Please indicate which reforms in the Criminal Code could be envisaged to adopt an improved comprehensive approach of all forms of violence against women and girls, such as harassment, psychological violence, female genital mutilation, and honour killings. Provide information clarifying provisions on free and informed consent in the Criminal Code. Please indicate any measure to strengthen the interinstitutional approach, notably with the development of long-term and comprehensive strategy, such as a National Plan of Action against Violence against. Please explain the reasons why 39% first victims of violence against women are foreign women and what the measures of prevention and protection taken by the State party. 
12. Please provide information on the treatment of gender-based violence against women and on the impact of the Law No. 97 of 20 June 2008 for combatting violence against women and gender-based violence, in ensuring the protection of victims, including foreign women and in particular the victims whose residence status depends on that of the spouse or partner. Please also provide information on the impact of new criminal offences introduced in the national legal system in the field of violence against women, gender-based violence and domestic violence, notably forced marriage, female genital mutilation and forced sterilization. Please also provide information on the impact of the provision of the Criminal Code relating to the offence of domestic violence. Please provide information on the measures envisaged or taken to ensure swift prosecution and sanction in cases of gender-based violence.
13. Please indicate the stakeholders, in particular civil society organizations, collaborating with the Authority for Equal Opportunities, and please explain what are the tools, initiatives and measures that are applied for the protection of victims of violence, and how does the State party assess the results of these actions. Please provide information on any initiative to collect relevant data in the State party to assess the prevalence of the various forms of violence committed against certain groups of women exposed to intersectional discrimination, including women with disabilities, LBTI women and women in prostitution and migrant women. 
			Trafficking
14. Please provide information on cases of trafficking in human beings in the State party, and whether measures for the provision of training of law enforcement professionals on identification of victims of trafficking have been taken or are planned to be put in place, including measures on prevention and awareness-raising.
		Participation in public and political life
15. Please provide information about the measures taken to ensure gender parity at all levels of public and political life, by increasing significantly the representation of women in the legislative, executive and judicial branches, considering that reports indicate that only 33% of members of the parliament being women. Please provide information on the measures taken to ensure women’s participation in decision-making positions in the public sector. In this connection, please provide information on:
	(a)	Measures to revise the law No. 1/2008 in order to increase the quota;
	(b)	Whether an assessment has been carried out about the potentially negative impact of the preferential voting system on women representation; 
	(c)	Detailed information, including statistics, on women representation at all levels of decision-making positions in the legislative, executive, and judicial branches. 
		Nationality
16. Please provide information on the measures taken to establish in law and in practice the right of Sammarinese women to transmit citizenship to their children at birth on an equal footing as men. Please provide data in that respect.
		Education
17. Please provide information on the measures taken by the State party, such as the official guidance for schools to include subjects covered by Article 14 of the Istanbul Convention in educational programmes to promote a culture of equality between women and men, and their impact to overcome stereotypes and prejudices, including those based on gender, as a fundamental competence for pupils of all ages. Please provide information in the vertical and cross curriculum approach to gender equality, its impact and lessons learned. Please provide information on measures taken to encourage women and girls to pursue scientific and technical careers.
		Employment
18. Please provide updated official employment statistics unemployment in both the private and the public sector, disaggregated by gender, nationality, and age. Please indicate any documented forms of discrimination against women in the workplace as well as any measures to ensure women’s access to vocational training and employment in sectors traditionally occupied by men. Please provide an assessment of the reasons why the vast majority of persons who lost their employment during the COVID-19 pandemic were women and provide information on measures taken for facilitating their return to employment and prevent the re-occurrence of this phenomenon. Please provide information explaining why there are persistent inequalities between women and men in accessing high-level decision-making positions in the public and private sectors. Please provide information on the steps taken to strengthen your strategy and policies on equal opportunities at work, in particular in the access of women to the highest positions.
		Health
19. Please provide information on the steps taken to ensure the respect for women’s and girls’ sexual and reproductive health rights in line with the Convention. Please indicate the measures taken to apply the law of 31 August 2022 which authorizes the voluntary termination of pregnancy until the 12th week of pregnancy and under certain conditions after this period. Please provide information on the right to the voluntary termination of pregnancy, and steps to amend the Criminal Code, to remove the criminalization of the voluntary termination of pregnancy. Furthermore, please indicate any steps to amend the Criminal Code and any other relevant legislation to explicitly recognize exceptions to the general legal ban on abortion, including for therapeutic purposes and when the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. Please provide information on access to education and awareness-raising programmes focusing on the importance of contraception and of sexual and reproductive health rights. 
20. Please provide detailed information on the centre for women’s health opened in 1998 and how its services contribute to the implementation of the Convention, notably regarding to the right of women to the highest attainable standard of health. 
		Economic empowerment and social benefits 
21. Please provide information on the status of the draft law "Forms of support for single pregnant women and single-parent households in vulnerable socio-economic situations, presented in November 2022 for the Second Reading.
		Disadvantaged groups of women
22. Please provide information about private carers for older persons and persons with disabilities, in relation to the provisions provided by the Convention. Please also provide information on the measures taken to protect private carers, and information on gender disaggregated data based on migrant status and country of origin. Please also indicate whether the regulation of the stay permits granted to private carer has been reviewed to, inter alia: 
	(a)	Facilitate access to trade unions, courts and the Equal Opportunities Commission for the protection of their rights;
	(b)	Grant permits for a longer period with the view to avoid putting these women in precarious situation, 
	(c)	Ensure labour inspections about their working conditions.
23. Please provide information on formal measures adopted for the protection of private carers founded on a human rights-based approach with an emphasis on economic, social and cultural rights in line with the Convention. Provide information on the availability of legal remedies for private carers who are victims of gender-based violence and other forms of exploitation. Please provide information about the steps taken to address the heightened risk of violence against girls and women with disabilities. 
		Marriage and family relations
24. Please indicate which measures are taken by the courts and tribunals on issues of violence against women with regard to visitation and custody rights.  While recognizing the steps taken by the State party to legalize same sex unions in 2019, we request further information on the rights of LBTI women and girls. We recognize the right for both the mother and father to transmit their surnames to the child. We ask for further information on the application of this new legal right. 
		Additional information
25. Please provide any additional information deemed relevant with regard to legislative, policy, administrative and other measures taken to implement the provisions of the Convention. Such measures may include recent laws, developments, plans, programmes and ratifications of human rights instruments, as well as any other information that the State party considers relevant. Please also provide information on the measures taken to integrate a gender perspective into all efforts aimed at achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Please note that, further to the issues raised in the present document, the State party will be expected, during the dialogue, to respond to additional questions relating to areas covered by the Convention.
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