


Closing remarks UNCRPD Constructive Dialogue  - Geneva, 12/03/2025

Speech for the Head of Delegation


Scene Setter
On 11-12 March, the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will review the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) by the EU through the so-called ‘Constructive Dialogue’ with State parties. The review by the UN Committee will be an important milestone in the implementation of the UN Convention and it can help the Commission shape the disability policy during this mandate.
DG JUST senior management-level (in the person of Director for Equality and Non-discrimination Ana-Carla Pereira) will lead the Commission delegation present at the Constructive dialogue. 
On the second and final day, the conclusion of the dialogue will be marked by the following interventions:
· 3 minutes closing remarks of the Independent Monitoring Mechanism (IMM) or by a Status A National Human Rights Institution (NHRI). The EU CRPD Monitoring Mechanism will probably take the floor in this context. 
· 5 minutes closing remarks of the Head of the Delegation.
· 5 minutes closing remarks of a member or the coordinator of the Task Force for the EU Constructive Dialogue.
· 2 minutes closing remarks by the Chair of the Committee 


Speech – closing remarks
[bookmark: _Hlk190440947][Introduction: disability-related priorities in a nutshell]
Dear Honourable Members of the Committee,
As Director for Equality and Non-Discrimination at the European Commission, you can imagine how much I cherish the matter of equal rights.
And how grateful I am for the chance I have had today to be in the front row to protect and promote equal rights for persons with disabilities.
As our Commissioner for Equality Hadja Lahbib said in her video message yesterday, persons with disabilities are not just a vulnerable category. I will add that they are, in fact, citizens entitled to make decisions, to have ambitions, to develop talents and to flourish in their private, educational and professional lives.
Guaranteeing equal rights and self-determination; securing accessibility to the opportunities offered by society; providing reasonable accommodation and adequate support. These are the three key ingredients towards achieving independent living and social inclusion of persons with disabilities.
[EU’s architecture: ‘United in diversity’]
This is not only the European Commission’s priority. We are united in these efforts with Member States, with other EU Institutions and bodies and with civil society organisations. The interactions between all these actors, that we have witnessed with this Dialogue, as well as during its preparations, show the complexity of the EU architecture, but also its beauty and its richness.
"United in diversity" is the motto of the European Union. It signifies how Europeans have come together to work for peace and prosperity, while at the same time being characterised by different cultures, traditions and languages. Allow me to use this powerful motto to state once more our joint commitment to act together in the framework of the UNCRPD to advance the rights of persons with disabilities across our region. We stand ready to seize the challenge.
[Way forward and conclusion]
As EU Institutions, we will focus on areas where EU action can bring the highest added value, strongly calling on Member States as regards their areas of competence.
The concluding observations, which we look forward to as outcome of this dialogue, will support us in this endeavour. They will represent a contribution for reflection that will help us identify the next common steps towards a Union of Equality as concerns disability. In the coming months and years we will make sure to enact the recommendations from the Committee in our action under our Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Let me underline, once again, on behalf of our team, the sincere appreciation for this dialogue and thank not only the members of the Committee but also the members of the EU Monitoring Framework, the Member States and all the participants and observers for having contributed to this dialogue. 



2

