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Thank you, Madam Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am the head of the delegation of Japan, KATAHIRA Satoshi, Deputy Director-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
I am pleased to be here for this review of Japan’s report, which is taking place today for the first time since Japan concluded the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2014 and submitted its initial report in 2016. On behalf of the Japanese delegation, I would like to express our respect for the activities of the Committee for its vigorous daily work to respect and ensure the rights of persons with disabilities, and express our sincere appreciation for the tireless efforts by the Committee to convene the constructive in-person dialogue that had been postponed for two years due to COVID-19.  

Our delegation is comprised of 30 or so officials, most of them from the capital, from seven different offices and ministries.

First of all, I would like to introduce Ambassador YAMAZAKI Kazuyuki, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and Permanent Representative of Japan, who will make some initial remarks. 

It is my pleasure to make the opening address on the occasion of the first review of Japan.
The fact that there is such a large number of participants in today’s session shows that there exists tremendous interest in Japan’s policies and measures for the rights of persons with disabilities. 

Last summer, the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games were held in Japan. The Government of Japan approved the basic policy for the Tokyo Games that considered the Tokyo Games as an opportunity to promote the “barrier-free mindset,” whereby everyone respects and supports each other’s individuality and personality regardless of whether or not anyone has disabilities. This was coupled with plans to advance urban development in terms of universal design in Tokyo, with a view to nationwide deployment in the aim of increasing opportunities for persons with disabilities and realizing a fully inclusive society. 

In practice, the convening of the Tokyo Games spurred advancements in making facilities more accessible. Indeed the Games are a good example of how each time we have had to prepare for such large events, Japan has recognized the issue of social barriers and tried to steadily make improvements. We have done the same when it comes to preparing for and rebuilding after the frequent natural disasters that have struck Japan to date. While we have made progress in this way, at the same time, Japan recognizes that it still needs to resolve various issues to realize a fully inclusive society. We appreciate the fact that such issues will be addressed during the constructive dialogue, and the Government of Japan would like to take into account the discussion over these two days here in Geneva as it continues to engage in addressing these issues. 

Japan believes that human rights are universal values, and that the protection of human rights is the basic responsibility of all countries. Based on this belief, Japan has been promoting human rights diplomacy through dialogue and cooperation. 
Dialogue is also valued in this State Party review, and we will do our best to make the discussion a fruitful one. 
Thank you very much. 

Thank you, Ambassador YAMAZAKI. 
The Ambassador just mentioned the “barrier-free mindset.” 
As the world continues to grapple with containing the spread of COVID-19 and responding to ongoing conflicts, we are concerned that issues faced by persons with disabilities have not always been given sufficient recognition. Persons with disabilities can be affected differently in societies in crisis. In order to aim for the development of truly inclusive societies where no one will be left behind, we think it is important that all people, with their various physical and mental characteristics and differing mindsets, engage in communication with each other and support each other to deepen their mutual understanding. In Japan, we refer to this as a “barrier-free mindset” and work to promote a wide range of measures in public facilities such as schools, workplaces, and hospitals, and in various places at the community-level, including in the home, in shops and restaurants, and in cultural and sports facilities. 

For this constructive dialogue, 25 officials from major offices and ministries concerned with measures regarding persons with disabilities have come to Geneva from Tokyo. Also here to participate in the dialogue are Mr. ISHIKAWA Jun and Ms. MIURA Takako, who are respectively Director and Deputy Director of the Commission on Policy for Persons with Disabilities, a framework in charge of promoting, protecting and monitoring implementation of the Convention at the national level, as stipulated in Article 33. Mr. ISHIKAWA is also a former member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In addition, many others have come to observe the dialogue, including representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities. These observers include Mr. FUNAGO Yasuhiko and Mr. YOKOSAWA Takanori, both members of the House of Councilors who themselves are persons with disabilities, and Mr. TAMON Hiroshi, who is Japan’s candidate for the election of members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities due to take place in 2024.

The Government of Japan recognizes the importance of various activities by civil society, and therefore considers it important to reflect a wide range of opinions when it comes to promoting the implementation of the Convention. With this perspective in mind, we have been working with civil society organizations and held a meeting to exchange opinions with them in July 2020 concerning our preparation for our Replies to the List of Issues. The Government of Japan will continue to place importance on promoting an inclusive process. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Committee, 

The Basic Act for Persons with Disabilities stipulates the fundamental principles behind Japan’s measures regarding persons with disabilities. The Basic Programme for Persons with Disabilities in turn serves as a concrete and detailed plan for how to go about implementing the principles. Based on these principles, the Government of Japan has been working to improve and advance various measures in accordance with the Convention. As part of this effort, government offices and ministries have been working together to implement the kinds of initiatives. Having said that, it is true that there are still differences in the level of progress achieved in different sectors and there are still issues that need to be addressed. 

Currently, the Government of Japan is preparing the Fifth Basic Programme for Persons with Disabilities for the period from 2023 to 2027, in order to further promote measures for supporting the independence and social participation of persons with disabilities. 
We will work to ensure a constructive dialogue over the course of these two days, and we will reflect the results in our preparation of the Basic Programme. In this dialogue, we look forward to receiving constructive advice from the Committee on our initiatives. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 
（END）
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