


OPENING STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, MRS ‘MATEBATSO DOTI, ON THE PRESENTATION OF THE FIRST LESOTHO PERIODIC REPORT ON THE DOMESTICATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD  – GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 22 – 23 MAY 2018

1. Salutations 
2. Introduction of the mission
The Statement
I am pleased to have this opportunity to make a statement to this committee which mainly provides the socio-economic environment in which Lesotho has to protect the rights of the child in line with the provisions of the “UN Convention on the Rights of the Child”. The initial report was presented in 1998. This report combines four periods of reporting that my country did not take on for various reasons mainly rooted in the challenges that will be presented.  
Lesotho has a comprehensive legal framework covering different aspects of child protection, as per the provisions of the Convention. Different pieces of legislation that make this framework are in the custodianship of various Government Ministries in line with their mandates. The Government works in partnership with Civil Society Organisations and Development Partners in the provision of services towards implementation of these frameworks, and hence the convention. 
The Government of Lesotho adopted the National Policy on Social Development 2014/15 – 2024/25 in 2015. The situation analysis preceding the policy revealed that poverty, unemployment, HIV and AIDS and food security are the major threats to human wellbeing in Lesotho. The National Policy on Social Development was adopted to respond to these needs at different points within the human life cycle, (from inception to old age, including chronic illness, disability and HIV/AIDS that cut across all stages), with a particular focus on vulnerable and marginalised groups. 
Children belong to the first two stages of the life course, i.e. pregnancy and early childhood, and school age/youth. Vulnerable children include infants, herders, street children, children out of school, children in conflict with the law, etc. Situations creating vulnerability include child trafficking, forced marriages, early pregnancy, substance abuse, child abuse, etc. The incidences of abuse, neglect and exploitation of children is increasing, largely as a result poverty, food insecurity and HIV and AIDS.
The Constitution of Lesotho (1993) obliges the State to adopt laws and policies relevant to children and young persons such that their protection and wellbeing are guaranteed.
The Government of Lesotho enacted the Children’s Protection and Welfare Act 2011 to protect children and promote their welfare. The Act, which is informed by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, safeguards the rights of children and affirms the responsibility of parents and the state to protect and fulfil those rights. These include the right to identity, to birth registration, to live with parents, to education and health, to social security, to protection from labour and torture, and to parental property. The Act emphasises that every intervention must be based on the best interests of the child, and provides special protection to children deemed to be in need of care, and those in conflict with the law.
The Children’s Protection and Welfare Act 2011 is complemented by the National Policy on Orphans and Vulnerable Children, which promotes the welfare of these children. This policy responds to the impact of HIV and AIDS, particularly deepening poverty and food insecurity, and provides the parameters for the care and protection of orphans and vulnerable children. The priority areas for this policy include socio-economic security, food security, quality of care, support and protection, education, health and nutrition.
Major economic interventions to improve the welfare of children in Lesotho include the Child Grants Programme that targets the poor households that are providing care to children; the Orphans and Vulnerable Children Bursary Programme that provides bursaries to orphans and vulnerable children attending secondary schools that are registered with the Ministry of Education and Training; and the Free meals in pre-schools and primary schools. These programmes were initiated and continue to be implemented in cooperation with and support of the Civil Society Organisations, Local and International Non-Governmental Organisations, UN Agencies and other development partners, including the European Union.
Despite the existence of a comprehensive legal framework, a clear commitment of the Government to address the needs of children as measured by the budget allocation (between 35% and 40% of the national budget) to public services spanning education, health, agriculture and water, many people still cannot access these services, especially in the rural areas, due to difficult topography. 
In the face of limited resources and multiplicity of actors in the children protection sector, the challenges that the Government faces include the capacity of the Ministry of Social Development, limited coverage of services, weak coordination and deficient monitoring and evaluation. There is, therefore, need for a system which is integrated, cost-effective, and affordable, for positive impact to be realised given the limited resources.
However, despite all challenges, there are some strides which have been made to improve this situation and these will be detailed in the presentation.
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