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ANNEX 33 (Question 26)
Measures and prevention actions to protect children against any forms of trafficking and exploitation
Cooperation mechanisms at central and local level were established to approve all necessary legal, administrative and educative measures meant to ensure an adequate protection of children against any form of trafficking, including by their own parents. The legislation governing the free regime of travel abroad for Romanian citizens states the compulsory approval of both parents in case of a child travelling to another country. Also, the parents or other legal representatives should report a child’s disappearance to the police within 24 hours from the time they have noticed the child missing.

Romanian authorities established institutional partnerships and developed a series of national action plans dedicated to the protection of children against abuse, neglect and exploitation, combating trafficking in human beings, sexual abuse of children, and the exploitation of children for commercial purposes. 

National campaigns (“Prevention and combating children exploitation; the attributions of the responsible institutions”, “Protection of the victims of trafficking in human beings”, “Say NO to drug consumption!”) targeted children between 15 and 17 years old, especially girls, with a low level of education from families facing different problems (domestic violence, alcoholism, poverty) or from families with parents working abroad. In general, the campaigns aimed at involving children in the implementation process as well. The messages promoted were reinforced with brochures and leaflets. Representatives of the local authorities, police, and the church attended meetings with students, teachers, and parents and informed them about the risks of trafficking in human beings and drug consumption

Prevention initiatives connected actions against the worst forms of child labor (trafficking in children, begging, and prostitution) with other actions (fighting against drug consumption) which are in fact connected in the real life. Relevant achievements were noted: decrease of school dropout, consolidation of a joined team anti-drug/anti-trafficking addressing more efficiently the phenomenon, and the emphasis at institutional level on the staff involved in dealing with specific social problems. 

Schools, through the Centers for Psycho-Pedagogical and Educational Assistance, have continued to offer assistance and support to students, their families and teachers by counselling them in terms of prevention and intervention to address child sexual abuse online. 

In February 2014, on the Safer Internet Day, the “Safe Internet” project was developed as part of the INSAFE program - European Safer Internet Network, European Commission Safer Internet Plus. The project involved children, parents, teachers, librarians, national and local mass-media, representatives of the National Agency Against Trafficking in Persons (NATP), and the local communities. It aimed at raising awareness on the dangers children expose themselves to when using the Internet. A guide for teachers on how to safely use the Internet and how to teach children about it was disseminated. Well-known public personalities were invited to serve as Safe Internet ambassadors. Also, the Internet Helpline counselling and information Centre (www.helpline.sigur.info) was launched and offers information on the risks of the Internet. 

