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15 April 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined sixth and seventh periodic reports of Ghana, at the Committee’s fifty-ninth session, held in October 2014. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/GHA/CO/6-7) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 50 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Ghana to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 25 and 27 (a), (b) and (c) of the concluding observations.
The Committee regrets the delay in the submission by the State party of the written information under the follow-up procedure of the Committee received with a twenty-four-month delay in November 2018. At its seventy-second session, held in March 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.

Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 25 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “ensure the swift closure of all remaining “witch camps” and that alleged witches are provided with adequate rehabilitation and safe reinsertion into their communities or with alternative housing and livelihood options. Specific steps should also be taken to protect the rights of all girls who have grown up in such camps, including by ensuring that they are provided with rehabilitation, safely reintegrated into their families and communities and given access to high-quality education and vocational training”: 
 The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the establishment of the Committee on the Disbandment of Camps and Reintegration of alleged witches and on the closure of one of the witch camps in 2014. It further welcomes the reintegration of 180 alleged witches into their communities during the period of 2014 and between 2016 -2017 as well as the bi-monthly cash grant provided to 751 women in the witch camps to improve their livelihood. The Committee regrets however that most of the witch camps have not been closed since the dialogue with the State party in 2014, and that the lack of information on the measures taken to protect all girls in the witch camps, particularly through ensuring their access to quality-assured education and vocational training. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendations have been partially implemented.
His Excellency

Mr. Ramses Jospeh Cleland
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Ghana
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Rue de Moillebeau 56

1209 Geneva
Email: info@ghanamission.ch
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 25 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Ensure the swift closure of all remaining “witch camps” and that alleged witches are provided with adequate rehabilitation and safe reinsertion into their communities, or with alternative housing options.
2.
Protect the rights of all girls who have grown up in such camps, by ensuring that they are provided with rehabilitation, safely reintegrated into their families and communities, and given access to high-quality education and vocational training.
With regards to the recommendation made in paragraph 27 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “ensure the effective implementation of the Domestic Violence Act, 2007, including by expeditiously adopting enabling legislation, and to increase the human and financial resources for the implementation of the National Policy: 
The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party on increase of budgetary allocation by the Ministry of Finance to implement the National Policy.  It however regrets that the State party has not provided information on data of the abovementioned budgetary increase, as well as information on legislative measures. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendations have been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to fully respond to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “intensify efforts to prevent and systematically punish all forms of violence against women and girls by ensuring that complaints are fully and effectively investigated and that perpetrators are brought to justice”:
The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party that the Domestic Violence and Victim Support Unit (DOVVSU) of the Ghana Police Service strengthened efforts to bring all perpetrators of gender-based violence to justice and that training programmes have been provided to prosecutors, lawyers and police officers on the effective prosecution of such cases. It regrets however that the conviction rate in gender-based violence cases remains low. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendations have been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive and responds to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.

In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “provide systematic and mandatory capacity-building for judges, prosecutors, lawyers, police officers and health-care providers, to ensure that victims of violence are dealt with in a gender-sensitive manner”:
The Committee takes note of information provided by the State party on capacity building programmes provided for prosecutors, lawyers and police officers on gender-based violence, but regrets the lack of information on those programmes include procedures for dealing with victims of violence in a gender-sensitive manner. The Committee considers that there is a lack of sufficient information to make an assessment.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State has failed to address the recommendations. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 27 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Ensure the effective implementation of the Domestic Violence Act of2007, by expeditiously adopting enabling legislation, and to continue its efforts to increase financial and human resources for the implementation of the National Policy.

2.
Strengthen efforts to prevent and systematically punish all forms of violence against women and girls by ensuring that complaints are fully and effectively investigated, and that perpetrators are brought to justice.

3.
Provide systematic and mandatory capacity-building for judges, prosecutors, lawyers, police officers and health-care providers to ensure that victims of violence are dealt with in a gender-sensitive manner.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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