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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the List of Issues Pre-session Working Group of the Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (5-9 March 2012)

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report and treaty body concluding observations (see annex).
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

The Central African Republic signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol on 9 May 2007.

State report

None submitted.

List of Issues
28.
Please provide information about progress made towards the completion of the Bill to Protect and Promote Indigenous Peoples, the Bill to Protect Older Persons as well as the National Action Plan for the Advancement and Protection of Older Persons. Please indicate whether they include a gender perspective and specify the time frame for their adoption. Please provide information on the Act No. 00.007 of 20 December 2000, on the Status, Protection and Advancement of Persons with Disabilities, and implementing Decree No. 02.205 of 6 August 2002 and indicate how it addresses discrimination against women and girls with disabilities. Please, also provide statistical data on the number of women with disabilities who benefited from the establishment of a ten per cent quota to integrate persons with disabilities into the civil service, according to their skills.
IDA suggestions for list of issues
Article 2, 3, 4, 5 

· What steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? 
· Please provide the Committee detailed information on what steps are being taken to ensure the presence of the rights of women with disabilities in national policies, including concerning health care, education, employment and social protection.
· What steps are being taken to address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices? What measures are being adopted to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities?
· What steps are being taken to ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol?
Article 7
· What steps are being taken to repeal provisions in the Electoral Code (2004) which restrict or exclude persons with disabilities from the right to vote on an equal basis with others
 in accordance with Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities including women with disabilities
?
Article 10
· What measures are being taken guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in the law and practice?  Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, highs school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning in a school?   
Article 11

· What steps are being taken to address the gender gap and unemployment rates of women with disabilities?
· What measures are being taken, including the provision of support services, to assist families, including both mothers with disabilities, and mothers or women in the family who are the lead caregivers in their care for children with disabilities?  In particular how are services and assistance rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities, as well as mothers with disabilities, to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance?
Articles 12 & 16

· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?
· What services are in place to reach out and educate women and girls with disabilities about sexual and reproductive health, including STIs?
· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children and adults with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to families?
ANNEX- Disability references in treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Central African Republic

CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2000, CRC/C/15/ADD.138
28.
The Committee is concerned that there is extensive discrimination against girls with regard, in particular, to access to education and inheritance rights.  The Committee is also concerned that there is discrimination against children with disabilities and against minority populations, notably including Pygmies.

29.
The Committee recommends that the State party take action to end discrimination including, in particular, discrimination against girls, discriminatory customary practices and discrimination against children with disabilities and children from minority groups.  The Committee recommends that the State party address discrimination, inter alia, through improved implementation of national legislation prohibiting discrimination and through the sensitization of the population.

Children with disabilities

64.
The Committee is concerned that the rights of children with disabilities are respected to only a very limited extent.  The Committee is particularly concerned at the need for improved access for children with disabilities to specialized health and care assistance.

65.
The Committee, noting that a policy for the advancement of persons with disabilities has been submitted to the National Assembly, recommends that the State party focus its activities on behalf of children with disabilities on supporting their families in order to prevent their being institutionalized.  Further, the Committee recommends that the State party improve the overall protection of the rights of children with disabilities including, in particular, through the improvement of access for children with disabilities to specialized health and care assistance.  The Committee urges the State party to apply the recommendations made during the Committee’s day of general discussion on children with disabilities and the relevant United Nations guidelines on disability.

� The Central African Electoral Code states that incapable adults should not be entered on the electoral roll (Article 5(3)), and that the right to vote is suspended for those persons authorised to vote but who are currently committed to a psychiatric institution (Article 79).


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011.
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