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PARALLEL REPORT ON THE GROWING MILITARIZATION OF BASIC EDUCATION, THE SYSTEMATIC PERSECUTION OF EDUCATORS AND THE CENSORSHIP OF HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES IN BRAZILIAN SCHOOLS

Presented to the 74th Session of the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Introduction
1. The Coalition Against Ultraconservatism in Education (Articulação contra o Ultraconservadorismo na Educação), the National Research Network on the Militarization of Education (Rede Nacional de Pesquisa sobre Militarização da Educação - RePME), the National Campaign for the Right to Education (Campanha Nacional pelo Direito à Educação), Ação Educativa, the Teachers Against the School Without Party (Professor@s Contra o Escola sem Partido) collective and the Human Rights Platform (Plataforma de Direitos Humanos) - Dhesca Brasil, with the support of the Public Policy and Human Rights Centre of the Federal University of ABC (Clínica de Políticas Públicas e Direitos Humanos da Universidade Federal do ABC - CPPDH/UFABC), presents a parallel report on the situation of the increasing militarization of primary education, the systematic persecution of educators and the censorship of human rights issues in schools in Brazil, in violation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights devices (articles 3, 10, 13, 14 and 15); requesting, finally, the implementation of recommendations expressed to the Brazilian state.

2. This report is structured in three sections. The first highlights the growing militarization of basic education in Brazil; the second focuses on the systematic persecution of educators and censorship of human rights issues at schools. Finally, it suggests points to be addressed to the state and recommendations to be included in the Concluding Remarks of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR).

GROWING MILITARIZATION OF BASIC EDUCATION

3. In the last decade, the phenomenon of the increasing militarization of basic public education has emerged in Brazil, which consists of the total or partial transfer of the administration of ordinary schools to military police officers, military firefighters and the armed forces, with the consequent adoption of military discipline and the curtailment of the exercise of human rights in education. 
4. In 2013, there were 39 (thirty-nine) state schools run by military police officers in 14 states of the federation. By 2018, this number had jumped to 122 (one hundred and twenty-two) militarized schools. It reached around 200 (two hundred) schools in this condition in 2019[footnoteRef:1], a process that was accelerated and disseminated with the creation of the National Civic-Military Schools Programme (Programa Nacional das Escolas Cívico-Militares - PECIM) by the federal government (Decree No. 10,004, September 5th 2019). This programme was responsible for implementing, with the financial support and assignment of military personnel from the federal armed forces, between 2019 and 2022, a further 216 (two hundred and sixteen) militarized schools in all 26 (twenty-six) states, in the Federal District and in 188 (one hundred and eighty-eight) Brazilian municipalities. Simultaneously, states and municipalities created new programmes to militarize basic education in the same period. Recent estimations by RePME researchers in all Brazilian states suggest that, by 2023, there will be more than 816 (eight hundred and sixteen) militarized public schools in Brazil, including state, municipal and district public networks - an increase of almost 21 times compared to 2013. [1:  CAMPOREZ, Patrik. The number of "militarized" public schools in the country is growing under the pretense of bringing students into line. Available at: 
https://oglobo.globo.com/epoca/numero-de-escolas-publicas-militarizadas-no-pais-cresce-sob-pretexto-de-enquadrar-os-alunos-22904768. (Accessed: 23.08.2023). ] 

5. This process does not happen without resistance from school communities and educational and human rights defense networks and organizations. As these organizations have been warning, and as academic research and official human rights defense bodies' statements attest, the militarization of basic education segregates access to education, erodes the constitutional guarantee of democratic school management, restricts the teaching of human rights and imposes barriers to public policies on memory and truth in education, as well as representing an attack on childhood, on the rights to identity and personal autonomy, insofar as it imposes military standards of conduct on pedagogical routines and spaces[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  DE ALMEIDA SANTOS, Catarina; ALVES, Miriam Fábia; MELLO LACÉ, Andréia. Militarization of public schools in Brazil: demilitarize schools to save public education and democracy. Retratos da Escola, [S. l.], v. 17, n. 37, p. 13–24, 2023. Available at: https://retratosdaescola.emnuvens.com.br/rde/article/view/1787. (Accessed: 28.08. 2023); MINISTÉRIO PÚBLICO DO ESTADO DE SÃO PAULO. GRUPO DE ATUAÇÃO ESPECIAL DE EDUCAÇÃO - GEDUC CAPITAL. Parecer nos Autos nº 10309635-12.2021.8.26.0053. 6ª Vara da Fazenda Pública da Capital, 2021; MINISTÉRIO PÚBLICO DO DISTRITO FEDERAL E TERRITÓRIOS. 2ª PROMOTORIA DE JUSTIÇA DE DEFESA DA EDUCAÇÃO – PROEDUC. Despacho PA nº 08190.013036/19-40, 2022. Available at:  https://www.estadao.com.br/blogs/blog/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2022/05/despacho-revoga-notatecnica_120520221630.pdf. (Accessed: 28.08.2023). CONSELHO NACIONAL DE PROCURADORES-GERAIS DE JUSTIÇA DOS ESTADOS E DA UNIÃO (CNPG). GRUPO NACIONAL DE DIREITOS HUMANOS – GNDH. COMISSÃO PERMANENTE DE EDUCAÇÃO – COPEDUC. Enunciado 01/2021. Brasília - DF, 14 de abril de 2021. Available at: https://cnpg.org.br/images/arquivos/gndh/documentos/enunciados/2021/Enunciado_01-2021_GNDH_-_COPEDUC_-_Escolas_Cvico_Militares.pdf. (Accessed: 28.08.2023). DEFENSORIA PÚBLICA DO ESTADO DO PARANÁ. NÚCLEO DA INFÂNCIA E JUVENTUDE; NÚCLEO DA CIDADANIA E DIREITOS HUMANOS. Parecer de Amicus Curiae na ADI n. 6791/PR. Brasília - DF: Supremo Tribunal Federal, 2023. Available at: https://redir.stf.jus.br/estfvisualizadorpub/jsp/consultarprocessoeletronico/ConsultarProcessoEletronico.jsf?seqobjetoincidente=6150299. (Accessed: 28.08.2023)
] 

6. In 2015, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC), after analyzing the situation in loco and drawing attention through a report[footnoteRef:3] by the National Campaign for the Right to Education, in its latest Concluding Remarks on Brazil, expressed and recommended the following: [3:  Campanha Nacional pelo Direito à Educação. UN Committee on the Rights of the Child considers warnings from Brazilian civil society at 70th session. Available at: https://campanha.org.br/noticias/2015/09/24/comite-dos-direitos-da-crianca-da-onu-considera-alertas-da-sociedade-civil-brasileira-na-70-sessao/. (Accessed: 23.08.3023).] 

73. The Committee welcomes Constitutional Amendment No. 59 of 2009 making education compulsory for children between 4 and 17 years of age. However, the Committee is concerned about: 
(d) The increasing number of public schools managed by the military police and employ non-civilian teachers who are not adequately trained and use authoritarian teaching and disciplinary methods.
74. In the light of its general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education, the Committee recommends that the State party:
(d) Ensure that all schools are operated by civilian authorities that apply child-friendly disciplinary rules and teaching methods; and expeditiously phase out public schools run by the military. (CRC/C/BRA/CO/2-4)

7. In November 2022, the civil society report3, referring to the submission by the RPU Collective, whose education chapter the National Campaign coordinated, warned of setbacks in Brazilian education. In 2023, the Brazilian state accepted all of the recommendations[footnoteRef:4] it received - except for two, which defended the concept of traditional family. Below, we list the main guidelines[footnoteRef:5] sent to the countries, including the suspension of the militarization of schools: [4:   Campanha Nacional pelo Direito à Educação. UN Hearing: The High Commissioner and civil society in Brazil express concern about guaranteeing the right to education in the country; Brazilian state digresses. Available at: 
https://campanha.org.br/noticias/2022/11/14/um-quarto-dos-paises-recomendaram-ao-brasil-fortalecimento-do-direito-a-educacao-em-sabatina-na-onu/. (Accessed: 23.08.2023).]  [5:   Coletivo RPU Brasil. More than 115 UN member states have made recommendations to Brazil, indicating that the country must end inequalities and discrimination based on race/ethnicity, gender, and against people with disabilities; in addition to strengthening public education and implementing the PNE. Available at: 
https://plataformarpu.org.br/storage/publications_documents/VGBTkrKxfPOBwvb0v09E6c1onW2dxu7Uec5z8Ywx.pdf. (Accessed: 23.08.2023).] 


a. End austerity policies and resume massive public funding for public education;
b. Conduct an accurate diagnosis of non-compliance with the National Education Plan and refocus State education policy on progress towards its goals;
c. Suspend all policies that go against the provisions of the 1988 Federal Constitution and infra-constitutional legislation, such as homeschooling, School Without Party, militarization of schools, interventions in the democratic management of educational institutions, amongst others;
d. Regulate the National Education System, the National Basic Education Assessment System and the Student-Quality Cost in order to establish mechanisms to combat educational, regional and social inequalities, racism, sexism and other forms of discrimination.

8. In the same way, the report "The Situation of Human Rights in Brazil" (originally in Spanish "Situación de los Derechos Humanos en Brasil"), approved by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in February 2021, on "Chapter 6: Democratic and Human Rights Institutions" states:
Educational policies, inequality and groups at risk (...) 451. The IACHR also expresses its concern about the process of militarization of public schools with the creation of the National Civic-Military Schools Programme. Guaranteeing the right to education requires a pedagogy that respects individuality, promotes citizenship and socialization with respect for human rights, and requires specialized personnel. In this regard, the Commission draws attention to the different nature of the Armed Forces compared to the nature of the educational dynamic.

9. Despite these recommendations, the Brazilian federal government’s stance oscillated from being silent until 2018 to directly encouraging militarization between 2019 and 2022. In March 2023, the civil society coalition "Articulação contra o Ultraconservadorismo na Educação" (Coalition Against Ultraconservatism in Education) and the network "Rede Nacional de Pesquisa sobre Militarização da Educação" (National Research Network on the Militarization of Education) sent a public document to the Brazilian government called "Carta da sociedade civil pela demilitarização da educação e da vida"[footnoteRef:6]  (Civil Society Letter for the Demilitarization of Education and Life), in which they demanded that the new government revoked Decree 10.004, of September 5th 2019, which established the National Civic-Military Schools Programme (PECIM), and committed to acting directly and within the framework of federative coordination to promote the end of public school militarization programmes developed in the states, municipalities and the Federal District, by suspending ongoing school militarization processes and demilitarizing militarized schools in the country. [6:  Ação Educativa. Civil Society Letter for the Demilitarization of Education and Life. Available at: https://acaoeducativa.org.br/editoriais/carta-da-sociedade-civil-pela-desmilitarizacao-da-educacao-e-da-vida/. (Accessed: 23.08.2023).] 


10. This July 19th, the federal government published Decree No. 11.611/2023, which revokes the Decree that created PECIM, establishing that there will be a transition plan through an agreement made with the secretariats of the states, the Federal District and the municipalities responsible for the schools linked to the programme[footnoteRef:7]. Despite the progress this federal-level decision represents, it was not accompanied by pronouncements from the authorities involved on the inappropriateness of the militarization of public schools as such, as the signatory networks and organizations and the human rights bodies mentioned have been highlighting. On the contrary, the current Minister of Education Camilo Santana and President Lula have stressed that the continuation of the militarization process is the autonomous decision of each federal entity, which in practice reiterates the omissive stance that prevailed until 2018, but in a context where militarization is much more widespread. [7:  Presidência da República, Casa Civil - Secretaria Especial para Assuntos Jurídicos. Decreto Nº 11.611, De 19 De Julho De 2023. Available at: 
 https://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/_ato2023-2026/2023/decreto/D11611.htm. (Accessed: 24.08.2023). ] 


11. As a result, the militarization of basic education continues to expand in the country, as researchers and civil society organizations have immediately warned. Various state governments have declared that they will maintain and broaden the militarization process by creating new programmes in their respective territories.

12. In the absence of a decision on the unconstitutionality of the phenomenon, coupled with the federal government's failure to restrict it using its normative power, there are strong indications that militarization will continue to spread in the country. The Federal Supreme Court (STF) is currently hearing Direct Action for Unconstitutionality No. 6.791, which discusses the issue but with no prospects of a judgment.

13. This situation also represents a severe restriction on fulfilling the right to education provided for in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Article 13 and Subsections. These provisions stipulate that the right to education must be promoted by the state in a free manner, with a view to the full development of the human being in its various stages and modalities of education, prohibiting any form and type of constraint, threat, censorship or exclusion that prevents the full enjoyment of the right to education in the education system.

14. This way, discrimination based on political choice, race or sex, which is expressly provided for in Articles 2 and 3 of the ICESCR (non-discrimination), as well as unjustified privileged treatment, is therefore in direct violation of the right to education, as provided for in Article 13 and its paragraphs of the ICESCR, as mentioned in General Comment No. 13 of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  It is worth highlighting: “Preamble Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political rights. Article 2 Parágrafo 2. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in the present Covenant will be exercised without discrimination of any kind as to race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Article 3 The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights set forth in the present Covenant.
Article 13 1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to education. They agree that education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further agree that education shall enable all persons to participate effectively in a free society, promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 2. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the full realization of this right: (…) (e) The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be actively pursued, an adequate fellowship system shall be established, and the material conditions of teaching staff shall be continuously improved. (…) 4. No part of this article shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to the observance of the principles set forth in paragraph I of this article and to the requirement that the education given in such institutions shall conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.” (ESCR, General Comment 13 The Right to Education). ] 


15. Regarding the right to education as it is protected in the Covenant and interpreted in General Comment No. 13, the increasing militarization of basic education in Brazil:
a) It violates the academic freedom and institutional autonomy that should be granted to school communities[footnoteRef:9], given that teachers and students find these aspects drastically limited in daily school life and tend to be persecuted, repressed and/or excluded from militarized schools for thinking differently, as can be seen in different reports[footnoteRef:10] [9:  “39.(…) The enjoyment of academic freedom carries with it obligations, such as the duty to respect the academic freedom of others, to ensure the fair discussion of contrary views, and to treat all without discrimination on any of the prohibited grounds” (ESCR, General Comment 13 The Right to Education). ]  [10:  GLOBO Educação. The 'excluded' from the civic-military: students and teachers report excesses and pressure to leave school. Available at: 
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/educacao/noticia/2023/07/23/os-excluidos-das-civico-militares-alunos-e-professores-denunciam-excessos-e-pressao-para-deixarem-as-escolas.ghtml (Accessed: 23.07.23).
UOL EDUCAÇÃO.  Students at the police station and censorship: how Bolsonaro's civic-military schools work. Available at: 
https://educacao.uol.com.br/noticias/2022/09/03/alunos-delegacia-censura-como-funcionam-escolas-civico-militares-bolsonaro.htm. (Accessed: 18.08.23).
METRÓPOLES. Militarised school reports censorship in Black Consciousness project. Available at: 
https://www.metropoles.com/distrito-federal/escola-militarizada-denuncia-censura-em-trabalho-de-consciencia-negra?amp. (Accessed: 18.08.23).
CARTA CAPITAL. "It's impossible not to be afraid," says a teacher attacked at a military school in Amazonas.  Available at: 
https://www.cartacapital.com.br/educacao/e-impossivel-nao-ter-medo-diz-professor-agredido-em-colegio-militar-no-amazonas/. (Accessed: 18.08.23). ] 

b) It violates the duty of non-discrimination and equal treatment in access to and permanence in education[footnoteRef:11] since the routine of militarized ordinary schools, based on military disciplinary conduct regulations, is marked by a myriad of forms of discriminatory treatment based on gender, race and ethnicity, gender identity and sexual orientation, according to various reports[footnoteRef:12]; [11:  “31.(…) The Committee interprets articles 2 (2) and 3 in the light of the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education, the relevant provisions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (Convention No. 169), and wishes to draw particular attention to the following issues” (ESCR, General Comment 13 The Right to Education).]  [12:  SINTE-PIAUÍ. Girls, Get Ready To Suffer More Than Boys In The New Wave Of Military Schools. Available at: 
https://www.sintepiaui.org.br/noticia/155/MENINAS--PREPAREM-SE-PARA-SOFRER-MAIS-DO-QUE-OS-MENINOS-NA-NOVA-ONDA-DE-COLEGIOS-MILITARES. (Accessed: 18.08.23).   
REVISTA FORUM. Racism: DF military school orders black student to cut his hair. Available at: 
https://revistaforum.com.br/direitos/2022/2/22/racismo-escola-militar-do-df-manda-estudante-negro-cortar-cabelo-110500.html. (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
UOL. Student barred from military school because of her curly hair: 'You need to straighten it'. Available at: https://noticias.uol.com.br/cotidiano/ultimas-noticias/2022/04/07/aluna-e-impedida-de-entrar-em-colegio-militar-devido-ao-cabelo-crespo.htm. (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
METRÓPOLES. School considers curly hair unsuitable and dismisses student from class. Available at: 
https://www.metropoles.com/brasil/colegio-considera-cabelo-crespo-nao-adequado-e-expulsa-aluna-de-aula. (Accessed:  18.08.23).
G1 GLOBO. School board reprimands students for using LGBTI+ flag in SC school. Available at:   https://g1.globo.com/sc/santa-catarina/noticia/2022/03/04/alunas-sao-advertidas-por-direcao-de-escola-por-uso-de-bandeira-lgbtqia-na-unidade.ghtml. (Accessed:  18.08.23).] 

c) It increases the exposure of girls and women to gender-based violence and of children and adolescents to physical and psychological violence due to the incorporation of military personnel - essentially military men - without pedagogical training, according to reports of abuse, sexual harassment and rape[footnoteRef:13]; use of physical violence or the condoning of violence against children and adolescents[footnoteRef:14] and of toxic masculinities; [13:  CORREIO BRAZILIENSE. More students report alleged harassment at militarized school. Available at: 
https://www.correiobraziliense.com.br/app/noticia/cidades/2019/06/05/interna_cidadesdf,760257/casos-de-assedio-em-escola-militariza.shtml. (Accessed: 18.08.2023). 
UNIVERSA UOL. ''Mum, they're harassing me': students report militarized school monitor. Available at: 
https://www.uol.com.br/universa/noticias/redacao/2022/10/04/tocou-meu-seio-monitor-de-escola-militarizada-e-denunciado-por-abusos.htm. (Accessed: 18.08.2023). 
O GLOBO. Army officer investigated for rape and sexual harassment of 11 and 15-year-old girls at civic-military school. Available at: 
https://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/noticia/2022/09/oficial-do-exercito-e-investigado-por-estupro-e-importunacao-sexual-contra-alunas-de-11-e-15-anos-de-escola-civico-militar-entenda.ghtml. (Accessed: 18.08.2023). 
EUESTUDANTE. FAB to investigate sexual abuse at militarised school in Cabedelo. Available at: 
https://www.correiobraziliense.com.br/euestudante/educacao-basica/2022/09/5033804-fab-vai-apurar-abuso-sexual-em-escola-militarizada-de-cabedelo.html. (Accessed: 18.08.2023). 
G1 PARAÍBA. Employee arrested on suspicion of sexual abuse at civic-military school in Greater João Pessoa. Available at: 
https://g1.globo.com/pb/paraiba/noticia/2022/08/31/funcionario-e-preso-suspeito-de-abuso-sexual-em-escola-civico-militar-na-grande-joao-pessoa.ghtml. (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
G1 NORTE NOROESTE. MP-PR investigates suspected sexual harassment of female students at military school in Paranavaí. Available at: 
https://g1.globo.com/pr/norte-noroeste/noticia/2022/01/06/mp-pr-investiga-suspeita-de-assedio-sexual-contra-alunas-em-colegio-militar-de-paranavai.ghtml\. (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
PLURAL.JOR.BR. Police officer from civic-military school arrested on suspicion of harassing female students in the province of the state of Paraná. Available at: 
https://www.plural.jor.br/noticias/vizinhanca/policial-de-escola-civico-militar-e-preso-suspeito-de-assediar-alunas-no-interior-do-pr/\. (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
METRÓPOLES. ParanáDF: no Military Police Officer has been penalized in reports of abuse in militarized schools. Available at: 
https://www.metropoles.com/distrito-federal/df-nenhum-pm-foi-punido-em-denuncias-de-abusos-nas-escolas-militarizadas.  (Accessed: 18.08.2023).]  [14:  CORREIO BRAZILIENSE.  VIDEO: Military Police action at Ceilândia school sparks controversy over militarization. Available at: 
https://www.correiobraziliense.com.br/app/noticia/cidades/2019/04/26/interna_cidadesdf,751735/video-acao-da-pm-em-escola-militarizada-acende-polemica-na-internet.shtml.  (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
METRÓPOLES. A Military Police Officer argues with a student in DF public school: "I'll break you, kid". Available at: 
https://www.metropoles.com/distrito-federal/na-mira/pm-discute-com-aluno-em-escola-publica-do-df-te-arrebento-moleque.  (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
PLURAL. Once a showcase, civic-military colleges are struggling with a lack of Military Police Officers and cases of violence. Available at: 
https://www.plural.jor.br/noticias/vizinhanca/antes-vitrine-colegios-civico-militares-patinam-com-falta-de-pms-e-casos-de-violencia/.  (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
PLURAL JOR. Police officer punched a student and threatened to kill him at the military civic school in Paraná. Available at: 
https://www.plural.jor.br/noticias/vizinhanca/policial-socou-aluno-e-ameacou-mata-lo-em-escola-civico-militar-do-parana-aponta-mp/. (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
A CRITICA. Military Police schools have more than 100 formal complaints with SEDUC. Available at: 
https://www.acritica.com/manaus/colegios-da-pm-somam-mais-de-100-denuncias-formalizadas-na-seduc-1.58705. (Accessed: 18.08.23).] 

d) It violates the duty of non-discrimination in the organization and financing of public schools, as stipulated in the Pact[footnoteRef:15], given that the public investment made in militarized schools is significantly greater than that directed to ordinary public schools, which has the effect of increasing ethno-racial and class segregation in the education system, as recorded in academic research and different reports[footnoteRef:16]; [15:  “35.Sharp disparities in spending policies that result in differing qualities of education for persons residing in different geographic locations may constitute discrimination under the Covenant” (ESCR, General Comment 13 The Right to Education). ]  [16:  Estadão. At a civic-military school, a reserve officer's bonus exceeds a teacher's salary. Available at: 
https://www.estadao.com.br/educacao/em-escola-civico-militar-bonus-de-oficial-da-reserva-supera-salario-de-professor/. (Accessed: 18.08.2023). 
Estadão. Military school students cost the country three times as much. Available at: 
https://www.estadao.com.br/politica/eleicoes/estudantes-de-colegio-militar-custam-tres-vezes-mais-ao-pais/. (Accessed: 22.02.2023). ] 

e) It adopts military discipline that is incompatible with the human rights regime in education[footnoteRef:17], given that different reports and research document that the application of military codes of conduct in ordinary schools leads to repeated cases of disrespectful and humiliating treatment in militarized schools[footnoteRef:18], which end up alienating students from the educational environment[footnoteRef:19]; [17:  “41. In the Committee’s view, corporal punishment is inconsistent with the fundamental guiding principle of international human rights law enshrined in the Preambles to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and both Covenants: the dignity of the individual. Other aspects of school discipline may also be inconsistent with human dignity, such as public humiliation.” (ESCR, General Comment 13 The Right to Education). 
]  [18:  GRAFITTI NEWS. In one week of being operational, militarized school in Cariacica creates problems with parents and teachers. Available at: 
https://grafittinews.com.br/em-uma-semana-de-funcionamento-escola-militarizada-de-cariacica-gera-problemas-com-pais-e-professores/#:~:text=pais%20e%20professores-,Em%20uma%20semana%20de%20funcionamento%2C%20escola%20militarizada%20de%20Cariacica%2C%20gera,problemas%20com%20pais%20e%20professores&text=Abra%C3%A7os%20e%20beijos%20%C3%A9%20terminante,Cerqueira%20Lima%2C%20em%20Jardim%20Am%C3%A9rica. (Accessed: 22.02.2023).
G1 GLOBO. Child has hair shaved off by the school coordinator in Vitorino Freire, MA. Available at: 
https://g1.globo.com/ma/maranhao/noticia/2022/05/30/crianca-tem-cabeca-raspada-por-coordenador-de-escola-em-vitorino-freire-no-maranhao.ghtml. (Accessed: 18.08.2023). 
PROJETO COLABORA. militarization advances in Bahia's public schools. Available at: 
https://projetocolabora.com.br/ods4/militarizacao-avanca-nas-escolas-publicas-da-bahia/. (Accessed: 18.08.2023).
G1 GLOBO. Images show students at a military school in BH feeling ill after spending hours in the sun training for a visit by the Minister of Defence. Available at: 
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SYSTEMATIC PERSECUTION OF EDUCATORS AND THE CENSORSHIP OF HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES IN SCHOOLS

16. Educators are human rights defenders[footnoteRef:22]. Ultimately, educators are the people who defend the right to education for children, adolescents, young people and adults. It is the educators who advocate the unrestrained flow of ideas, the dissemination of scientific knowledge, democratic values and a culture of rights in a country marked by the normalization of violence and abysmal social inequality. It is these professionals who have ensured that debates about racism, xenophobia, sexism, LGBT phobia, homophobia, transphobia, religious intolerance and racism, ableism, among others, have spread and become part of the country's reality; [22:  CARTILHA Educators Are Human Rights Defenders.  Available at: 
https://portal.ifrj.edu.br/educadores-defensores/publicacoes  (Accessed: 24.08.2023).] 


17. Institutional spheres have been taken over by negationist policies that are unfolding in the field of education, in a phenomenon of systematic persecution of educators. The spread of moral panic has generated widespread unease in schools, which are currently haunted by an unfavorable and threatening school atmosphere for educators. Teachers are victims of a hate campaign[footnoteRef:23], are censored in more or less explicit ways[footnoteRef:24], and commit self-censorship to protect themselves, according to systematic reports[footnoteRef:25]; [23:  PENNA, Fernando. “The hatred towards teachers”. In: AÇÃO EDUCATIVA (org.) A ideologia do Movimento Escola Sem Partido – 20 autores desmontam o discurso. São Paulo: Ação Educativa, 2016. ]  [24:  MARINHO, R. Bill 1411/2015. Criminalizes the crime of Ideological Harassment and makes other provisions Câmara dos Deputados, Brasília, 2015. Available at: 
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18. During Jair Bolsonaro's government (2019-2022), policies have been implemented to weaken a political culture that defends democracy and human rights. Sometimes actively, such as the National Civic-Military Schools Programme (PECIM, 2019), the end of the clause excluding discriminatory textbooks from the National Textbook Programme (Programa Nacional de Livro Didático - PNLD) and the distorted use of public human rights reporting services such as DISQUE 100 to persecute teachers, other times through the Brazilian state's failure to act, as in the case of emergency remote education that was established precariously during the lockdown necessary to protect the population from Covid-19;

19. During the previous government, the Ministry of Human Rights and Citizenship was renamed the "Ministry of Women, Family and Human Rights". A series of policies, from the Executive to the Legislative level, in conjunction with influencers and rising political figures, ensured that it was not the individual (adults and children) who was the subject of human rights but the family, based on a nuclear model referenced in traditional gender cultures. This situation erases children and adolescents as subjects of rights and profoundly harms the Right to Education and the Right to Culture, Science and Technology.

20. Nevertheless, the persecution of educators is a phenomenon that predates the previous government. The delegitimising of school and academic knowledge, the development of denialism and the persecution of educators through hundreds of censorship bills[footnoteRef:26] were conditions of possibility for the rise of an extreme right-wing government. Thus, this is not a new problem; regardless, the Brazilian state has yet to implement policies to protect teachers. [26:  MOURA, Fernanda Pereira de; SILVA, Renata da C. A. da.6 years of "School without Party" projects in Brazil: a study of state, municipal, district and federal bills that censor the freedom to learn and teach. Brasília: Frente Nacional Escola Sem Mordaça, 2020. Available at: 
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21. These persecutions take the form of summary dismissals, the opening of administrative proceedings in the case of civil servants, intimidation at work in person or via exposure on social networks and messaging apps in their community groups, threats against physical integrity and life, and verbal and physical aggression against these professionals[footnoteRef:27]. [27:  SARTORI, B. Conservative wave in public education: (self)censorship and resistance among teaching professionals in the municipality of São Paulo. 2021. Dissertação (Mestrado em) – Faculdade. Universidade Federal do ABC, CIDADE, 2021. Available at: 
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22. Persecution is perpetrated by members of the school community (pupils, other teachers, members of the school board) as well as members of the management of education networks (in the case of public networks), leaders of the executive branch (mayors, for example), members of the legislative branch, influencers and rising political figures. The agent of persecution varies. The most notable are influencers and rising political figures since their modus operandi usually consists of exposing teachers on social media so that the victims are forced to self-censor or so that the education networks in which they work are forced to punish or dismiss them - very common in private schools[footnoteRef:28]. [28:  AZEVEDO, E. How Bolsonaro's persecution and censorship culminated in the dismissal of a teacher in Curitiba. Carta Capital, São Paulo, 26 ago. 2021. Available at: 
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23. The topics of school knowledge that commonly are the target of persecution are mostly related to gender and sexuality issues, which are used to stir moral panic based on fake news[footnoteRef:29]. Systematic attacks on gender and sexuality agendas, through the mass diffusion of disinformation and the promotion of moral panic, are not only attacks on the human right to education, the rights of girls and women and the rights of the LGBTQIA+ population but also on democracy itself. In Brazil, there has been a growing number of bills to prevent trans people from accessing basic rights in their educational life, such as their social name and access to public restrooms[footnoteRef:30]. Before this recent surge, proposals to censor gender and sexuality issues in education were the linchpin of conservative mobilization around education. [29:  JUNQUEIRA, Rogério Diniz. The invention of "gender ideology": the emergence of a political and the development of reactionary anti-gender rhetoric. Psicologia Política, v. 18, n. 43, p. 449-502, 2018. Available at: http://pepsic.bvsalud.org/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1519-549X2018000300004&lng=pt&nrm=iso (Accessed: 24.08.2023).]  [30:  AVELAR, Dani. Brazil has a new anti-trans bill every day, and the 'Nikolas effect' is a cause for concern. Available at: 
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24. Other topics that are also targeted: racism and Afro-Brazilian and indigenous history and culture, secularism of the state and the human right to religious freedom, colonial exploitation, military dictatorship, the history of the Middle Ages, the theory of evolution, vaccination, the use of pesticides, climate change and environmental destruction, as well as censorship of works of art, whether films, books, comics or visual arts. This curricular content has been avoided or curtailed in teachers' classes to prevent persecution and accusations of direct violation of students' right to education, culture, science and technology. These contents and topics are provided for in curricular regulations that oblige them to be covered in basic education. There is, therefore, extensive normative grounding, as well as ample political accumulation by Brazilian civil society on these issues, so that the state must implement them in basic education and defend teachers from the actions of authoritarian groups and movements.

25. The various forms of persecution should not prevent the state and its institutions from holding those who intimidate teachers accountable. The Supreme Court has categorically defended the freedom to teach in several 2020[footnoteRef:31] determinations, as has the Brazilian state's duty to address gender equality in schools as a way of preventing violence and sexual abuse against children and adolescents and the state's responsibility to guarantee children and adolescents' right to access humanistic and scientific knowledge beyond that advocated by their families' religious and political doctrines. [31:  XIMENES, Salomão; VICK, Fernanda. The judicial extinction of School Without Party. Available at: 
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REQUESTS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE CONCLUDING REMARKS TO BRAZIL

In light of the facts and violations exposed, we urge the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to include in its Concluding Remarks to Brazil on the current state of compliance with the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights:
a) Incorporate apprehensions expressed concerning the severe violations of human rights enshrined in the Covenant that result from the increasing militarization of basic education, the systematic persecution of educators and the censorship of human rights issues in schools in Brazil; 

b) Recommend that the Brazilian state, in regard to all federal spheres and powers: 
b.1) Adopts measures to demilitarize public schools and promote democratic school management, human rights education, the right to memory and truth and the democratic literacy of the population;
b.2) Adopts measures to acknowledge educators as human rights defenders or agents and establish measures for prevention, protection, compensation and accountability in cases of persecution and censorship perpetrated against these professionals through policies for identifying and monitoring cases, legal and psychological support and human rights education;  
b.3) Records and presents data on cases of systematic persecution of educators and censorship of human rights issues in schools in Brazil as a way of monitoring progress in protecting educators and school communities, as well as planning and carrying out the necessary policies in each context;
b.4) Actively confronts the situation of censorship and self-censorship imposed in Brazilian schools and universities through policies to combat science denialism and disinformation; 
b.5) Promotes gender, race and sexuality equality in basic and higher education, with a focus on implementing Article 8 of the Maria da Penha Law (Law No. 11.340/2006) and other national and international regulations on the subject;
b.6) Actively confronts racism in basic and higher education in Brazil by fully implementing Laws 10.639/2003 and 11.645/2008, making studying Afro-Brazilian and indigenous history and culture compulsory. 





ABOUT THE SIGNATORY COALITIONS, ORGANIZATIONS AND MOVEMENTS

[bookmark: _heading=h.a5ovdznuveti]The Coalition Against Ultraconservatism in Education (Articulação contra o Ultraconservadorismo na Educação) is a civil society coalition with dozens of organizations, networks and entities from the educational, feminist, anti-racist, LGBTQIA+, human rights, academic, trade union and religious sectors committed to the secularity of the state; it has been working in defense of academic freedom and human rights in Brazilian education. 

The National Research Network on the Militarization of Education (Rede Nacional de Pesquisa sobre Militarização da Educação  - RePME) is an initiative that brings together teachers from different education networks and levels, researchers and activists who are dedicated to researching the processes of militarization of education in Brazil, the relationship with democracy and its effects on the construction of moral and social values in children, adolescents, young people and adults in the different spheres of social life and, in particular, in educational institutions. RePME's objective is to defend the right to education and its principles, established by the 1988 Constitution, legal frameworks and international conventions, based on respect for diversity and differences, as well as freedom of student organization and the professorship and teacher organization. 

Ação Educativa, Assessoria, Pesquisa e Informação is a non-profit civil association that has been working for 29 (twenty-nine) years to promote educational, cultural and youth rights to foster democracy, social justice and socio-environmental sustainability. In carrying out this mission, the organization conducts actions linked to the protection of human rights, especially with regard to promoting the rights of young people and adults to public education and culture. 

The National Campaign for the Right to Education (Campanha Nacional pelo Direito à Educação) has been active in defense of the right to education for more than twenty years, primarily through its constant work and influence on drafting norms and public education policies. It is the broadest and most plural coalition in the field of education in Brazil and is present in all the states and the Federal District. It is a network that brings together hundreds of groups and entities throughout the country, including school communities, social movements, trade unions, national and international non-governmental organizations, university, student, youth and community groups, as well as thousands of citizens who believe in building a fair and sustainable country through the provision of quality public education. The Campaign's mission is to work for realizing and expanding educational policies so that all people have the right to a free, inclusive, secular, quality public education guaranteed in Brazil. 

The Human Rights Platform DHESCA Brazil (Plataforma DHESCA Brasil) is a network that has existed for 20 years, comprising 49 organizations and civil society groups whose objectives are to develop actions to promote and defend human rights and advocate for compensation for violations. The work of the Dhesca Platform aims to strengthen the efforts of Brazilian civil society in favor of socio-environmental justice, democracy and human rights to overcome racism, sexism and other forms of discrimination and inequality that have a structural impact on Brazilian reality.

Teachers Against the School Without Party (Professor@s Contra o Escola sem Partido) began as a Facebook page to gather and disseminate news about the Escola Sem Partido group's progress to fuel the educators' defense. Today, it is an observatory of teachers and education researchers who study the movements and strategies to censor education in order to combat them.

The Public Policy and Human Rights Clinic at the Federal University of ABC (Clínica de Políticas Públicas e Direitos Humanos da Universidade Federal do ABC - CPPDH/UFABC) is a technical, legal and operational support initiative for human rights organizations, networks and movements which, by combining extension, research and teaching activities, involves students, teachers and researchers with the aims of strengthening civil society's actions in defense of public policies that are consistent with the human rights enshrined in the Constitution and international legal norms and inserting a commitment to human rights into the basic education of UFABC students. 
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