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Introduction 
1. With reference to the Fourth periodic report submitted by Hong Kong, China, under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant, due in 2019 submitted by the Government of HKSRA on 19th December 2019 (“the Report”), the List of issues addressed by the UNESC dated 7th April 2021 (“the List of issues”) and the Replies submitted by the Government of HKSAR to the List of issues (the Replies”), our association will address the items stated in the List of issues and provide our comments for the UNESC to consider the actual circumstances in Hong Kong SAR. 

2. Our association established in 2012 with aims to serve the locals living in the community of the town of Tuen Mun. In Tuen Mun, there are around 500,000 residents with the combination of majority of Chinese (both locals and those migrated from mainland) and a large ethic minority group, including south east Asians, etc. With such combination of our community, we can firmly say that our comments, based on Tuen Mun community sample, can truly reflect the Hong Kong society as a whole. 

A) Impact of Hong Kong National Security Law on civic space
3. Our community was seriously harmed by the continued riots throughout the year of 2019. Many locals suffered from the results of those riots. Elderlies were unable to attend hospitals for treatments since the public transports were disrupted or damaged by the rioters, and local traffic turned into chaos as many traffic lights and signs were demolished and roads were blocked by rioters. In addition, many were unable to live a normal life due to the continuous riots with concerns of being violently attacks on the streets by rioters. Those were only part of the reflections of what happened in 2019 in the community of Tuen Mun. 

4. Living through such horrors in 2019, for many locals, the introduction of the Hong Kong National Security Law is not setting restriction on the civic space. Instead, it is a guarantee of safety and able to live a normal life. The locals endorsed the most is the part on the prohibition of terrorist activities. Under Articles 24 of the Hong Kong National Security Law, new offences were introduced to deal with several categories of the terrorist activities, and those which directly relevant to the community as many experienced the frequent occurrence of those terrorist activities in the community as mentioned above.

5. Many locals have no doubt that our living standards were improved dramatically after the return of sovereignty to China. With the support by the Central Government, our economy has been booming and allowing the HKSAR government to introduce many welfare policies that benefiting the residents. This can only happen and be continued in a stable society without political unrest and without violence activities in the community. 

6. Under the Basic Law, various rights are guaranteed, and sometimes, there would be lawful restrictions on the enjoyment of such rights, for example, there are the offences of defamation on the freedom of speech. After the frequent occurrence of terrorist attacks in the past decades, it is now an international norm to introduce local legislations on national security in order to safeguard the interest and safety of the public. This is exactly what the Central government and the HKSAR government have done. We consider those offences introduced are specifically aimed to tackle the actual security risks in Hong Kong with reasonable and acceptable measures.

B) Comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation including protection against discrimination for LGBTI community 
7. First of all, we have to emphasise that traditional Chinese family value is one of the core value of our society. Part of such value is formed with the social consensus that marriage is a social agreement on the official engagement of one man and one woman. Meanwhile, it is fairly acceptable of being LGBTI, it is still the norm that same sex marriage is another topic which does not involve the issue of discrimination, but rather a legal topic. 

8. For many workplaces, LGBTI communities are well respected, and has been treated fairly and equal. These are achieved by the active role taken by the HKSAR government to combat discrimination at all level. Television advertisement filmed by the HKSAR government has been actively shown on the mainstream channels to combat the discrimination of LGBT community. However, we note that the ethnic minority groups also have their own religious concerns over this LGBTI, which we are of the view to be harder to handle. 

C) Non-refoulement claims
9. There are three service centres operating in Hong Kong by the International Social Service to serve the Non-refoulement claimants, and one of which is located in the community of Tuen Mun. The said centre located in a building where many students and children would attend after school classes. Frequent complaints were made by locals regarding the operation of the centre in such location, mostly concerning the safety of the children. It is not a surprise for the locals to consider non-refoulement claimants are a safety threat to the community, as our community in Tuen Mun and the neighbour communities in the New Territories have been affected by the increasing number of knife crimes, and which mostly were committed by gangs, ethnic minority and non-refoulement claimants.

10. We understand some of the non-refoulement claimants were facing imminent threats at their home countries, but by fleeing into Hong Kong does not guarantee them any actual prospect of merging into our society, as HKSAR government has no authority to grant them any resident status. With no right to reside, no right to work and no right to obtain welfare in Hong Kong, and the application period can take a very long time, it would be very difficult to imagine how such person can live in a high cost society. Therefore, it is rather reasonable for the locals to consider that non-refoulement claimants are involving in gangs related activities and illegal dealings to earn a living. We seriously urge the UNESC to take into account of the serious threats our community is facing with the present of the non-refoulement claimants.

D) Impact of Trade Unions Ordinance. Public Order Ordinance and NSL on trade unions 
11. Trade Unions related rights are firmly protected by the Basic Law and the Trade Unions Ordinance. We are aware that strikes taken by workers to express their concerns relating to paid, benefit and working environment are not uncommon in Hong Kong. For the general public, it is largely acceptable on the based it does not pose threats on the general public. 

12. Public Order Ordinance and National Security laws are aimed to secure safety of the public as a whole, and those laws have no intention to restrict trade union rights. If actions taken by workers amount to serious threats to the public safety or involving violence, it should not be allowed, and measures should be imposed by the authorities. 

13. However, we have seen trade unions leaders misled the public by deploying trade unions related rights to achieve political agenda, sometimes personal hidden political agenda. We take the view that this kind of action is a deception of the public, and should be unveiled to the public of such motive.

E) Impact of NSL on academic freedom and de-registration of teachers
14. Education systems around the world would require teachers to promote national interest and belief of society engagement as part of their curriculums. We are of the view that this is a social consensus and international norm to build up self-identity of being a national of our country through our education system. The National Security Law is only expressly stated the requirement of such purpose. 

15. Academic freedom is still safeguarded by the Basic Law. However, as mentioned before, it is legally acceptable to limit such freedom, and national security has been recognized by international communities to be one of the factors. We are of the opinion that some academics have been misusing academic freedom to achieve hidden political agendas, this should not be protected under the umbrella of academic freedom. But, as a whole, we still have academics publishing researches on the public governance, commenting government policies and legislations in oral and written forms. Unless the actions are taken far beyond the acceptable standard of the general public and using such freedom as a mean to harm our society, we share the view that academic freedom should be protected by our laws. 

16. On the other hand, de-registration of teachers is only ultimate punishment against individual misusing their profession as a cover up to spread their anti social believes and hidden political agenda. As far as we seen, those teachers being de-registered have committed offences which no reasonable teachers would do in light of the purpose of education and our social norm. 

F) Equal rights of men and women 
17. Hong Kong is a modern society and an international city. Despite the fact that the traditional Chinese values embedded in the majority of our society, we do not consider men and women in Hong Kong are treated differently. Our female chief executive has just retired from office in the summer of 2022, but many top positions in the public and private sectors are held by female candidates, which in some sectors or corporates, there are more female top officials than men. 

18. We note that the List of Issues mentioned that the long implemented small house policy is a policy that allegedly discriminates female in our society. We are of the opinion that such policy was introduced by the colonial government and our Basic Law also guaranteed such rights to be continued after the return of sovereignty. We also note that in the recent years, the HKSAR government has deployed administrative measures to slow down the building progress of small houses, these measures are in other ways limiting such policy.

Conclusion 
19. We share the view of the Replies and endorse that the HKSAR government has been using different administrative measures and legal means to handle the issues in concern. With the legal foundation laid by the Basic Law, we are of the opinion that Hong Kong society as a whole is a fairly equal society, with people respecting each other views in different areas, religions and believes. Our laws do provide us guarantee on freedom of expression and freedom of speech, and such only combat the unlawful behaviours not generally accepted by the public. Again, for those critics to take an unfair ground against the introduction of the National Security Laws do not share what the locals and the communities experienced in the past. 

20. We firmly believe that the above comments and information do reflect the actual circumstances in the community and would invite the UNESC to take into account of such. 
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