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Suggestions for disability-relevant recommendations to be included in the Concluding Observations of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
46th Session (2 - 20 May 2011)

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the Concluding Observations, based on references to persons with disabilities found in the CESCR Committee’s 46th Session state report.

YEMEN

Yemen ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 26 March 2009.
State report
Selected references to persons with disabilities in the state report:
13.
A range of functions and powers were devolved to local district councils, in particular the discussion of public affairs, the identification, analysis and evaluation of citizens’ demands, needs and complaints and the submission of detailed reports on these matters to the relevant institutions…In addition, the councils establish rehabilitation centres for the disabled and the profoundly deaf, homes for older persons, the blind and young persons, and youth camps. They promote literacy and adult education and support welfare homes and centres for mothers and children, together with family planning and community development centres. They support productive families, create primary health units and rural health units, provide safe water, health care and sanitation, register civil status details relating to marriage, divorce, birth and death and issue personal and family identity cards.
Government efforts to rehabilitate these groups

17.
In addition to the State’s general and sectoral strategies and plans to improve conditions for this group, efforts include those currently being made by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, the Social Development Fund, the Supreme Council for Motherhood and Childhood and the Ministry of Youth and Sports, with the assistance of the World Bank and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), to finalize a comprehensive national strategy for the protection and development of children and young persons — including a plan of action — in which these groups are included as a target group. Some governmental institutions which are concerned with the protection of these groups have adopted special goals and projects in pursuit of their activities. In 2002, two services centres were established (in Sana`a and Yemen respectively) to offer educational, training and welfare services to poor families in general and these groups in particular. In 2003, the two centres carried out a series of educational, health, training, rehabilitation and social welfare activities. A total of 4,123 persons benefited from these services, the largest group of beneficiaries being children (2,602), followed by women (1,457), men with disabilities (17) and, lastly, older men (4). Delivering health services to children and mothers was the number one activity of the two centres.
70.
In the social welfare sector, the Government’s efforts focus on providing assistance to persons with special needs, older persons and young offenders with a view to facilitating their social rehabilitation and integration, improving services for children, eliminating vagrancy and child labour, etc. The Government has recently taken steps to develop its activities in these areas and to provide social welfare in two main areas of focus:


(a)
Supporting social programmes which include social welfare centres, homes for older persons and the infirm and rehabilitation centres for persons with disabilities;


(b)
Increasing participation by citizens, civil organizations, the private sector, associations and federations that are active in these domains.

71.
Approximately 75 centres and associations, 8 of them Government institutions, had programmes and activities financed out of the Welfare and Rehabilitation Fund for Persons with Disabilities in the period 2001–2005. Some 106,800 males and females with disabilities from the different governorates benefited from these programmes and activities. Of this number, 12,500 beneficiaries used institutional and individual rehabilitation services, 63.9 per cent on an individual basis. As for the rest, meaning institutional and community-based social rehabilitation services, some 94,300 persons of both sexes made use of these services, 96.1 per cent using social welfare services.
84.
The following table shows the number of areas of social security which the Social Welfare Fund covers in Yemen.

…

5.
Invalidity benefit
The Fund offers social security assistance to persons suffering from a temporary or permanent total or partial disability. The number of recipients of the benefit is 147,927, a figure which can be broken down as follows:

•
Permanent total disability: 58,474 (5.6 per cent of cases)

•
Permanent partial disability: 84,723 (8.1 per cent of cases)

•
Temporary total disability: 1,052 (10 per cent of cases)

•
Temporary partial disability: 3,678 (35 per cent of cases)

…

Child orphans

115.
The Children’s Rights Act guarantees rights to orphans. Under article 110 of the Act, children in need of alternative care must be included in an alternative welfare scheme which provides children with care that is in their best interests. The scheme could involve any one of the following alternatives:

•
A substitute family which will host the child temporarily or permanently

•
A social welfare institution which offers accommodation to children without a family (orphans)

•
A social welfare institution (a juvenile home)
Children with disabilities

118.
The Yemeni Government, as represented by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, is responsible for coordinating the delivery of services to persons with disabilities. The Ministry has its own department for disabled persons which supports initiatives of associations for persons with disabilities, and non-governmental organizations through oversight and capacity-building activities. By law, the Fund for Persons with Disabilities is required to provide financial support for rehabilitation projects targeted at persons with disabilities and to coordinate and support activities which are targeted at this group. There is money earmarked in the fund to provide persons with disabilities with financial assistance for health care, education and the purchase of assistive devices.

119.
We should like to point out that 60 schools took part in the inclusive education project which was launched in 1997. Approximately 218 girls and 235 boys with disabilities received services under the project. Moreover, the Ministry of Education established a general department for inclusive education in keeping with its commitment to providing inclusive education services and thus to effecting a significant shift in how the role of schools in educating children with disabilities is perceived. At the same time, the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation takes a special interest in providing health and social services for persons with disabilities as part of its strategic vision for Yemen. 

120.
The Government, acting through the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, has taken decisive action to establish a comprehensive national strategy on disability issues that sets the priorities to be met in the decade 2002–2010. A path was mapped out for the strategy based on an analysis of the situation of persons with disabilities in Yemen to be used to achieve national, Arab, regional and international goals. In addition, the strategy involves a close study of national capacities in regard to welfare provision for persons with disabilities, coupled with efforts to analyse and diagnose these capacities.

121.
According to the data provided by the Prosthetics and Physiotherapy Centre run by the Ministry of Health and Population, a total of 152,158 persons received treatment in physiotherapy departments in 2006, while 184,340 persons of all ages received treatment free of charge in 2007. Prosthetic devices and special physiotherapy equipment were issued to users: in 2006, 14,659 devices were distributed. That figure rose to 18,695 in 2007.

122.
Civil society organizations provide a series of services for children with disabilities. For example, a Swedish child welfare organization supports social rehabilitation projects in five governorates and makes a major contribution to the development of associations for persons with disabilities and the growth of the movement which deals with disability issues.
158.
The Government has adopted a declared strategy of balancing socio-economic development with population growth. To that end, it has formulated a population policy for 2001–2025 which sets out the following health objectives:

…
•
Preventing disability and rehabilitating persons with disabilities
List of issues 

5.
Please clarify whether 5 per cent of Government jobs are occupied by persons with disabilities, as required by law, and whether persons with disabilities are accepted by universities and exempted from paying tuition. Please also provide information on the contents and implementation of the National Strategy on Persons with Disabilities for 2002–2012, and whether this policy focuses in particular on children.

39.
Please provide detailed information on cases of confinement without a proper court order of persons with alleged mental disabilities, decided either at the initiative of public authorities or at the request of family members. Please also provide information on whether a 2005 Ministry of the Interior initiative to establish centres for persons with mental illness has been implemented.

40.
Please provide information on the total number of persons with disabilities, the types of disabilities and measures taken by the State party to address the needs and rights of those persons and members of their families. Please also provide information on the reportedly disproportionally high number of persons with disabilities living in the village of Humr, Muthaikherah District, Ibb.

Recommendations from IDA :

- To collect adequate data on children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society.
- To eliminate discrimination and combat stigma attached to disability in all spheres, in particular in education, training, and employment.

- To adopt measures to ensure the elimination of discrimination of persons with disabilities in access to employment and to ensure that the law provides for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in the workplace.

- To adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, is based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law in accordance with the CRPD.
- To adopt trauma-informed approaches to services for children and adults with disabilities with compulsory and regular training for clinical professionals and all persons working with children and adults with disabilities.  A trauma-informed approach is based on the recognition that many behaviours and responses (often seen as symptoms) expressed by people with psychosocial disabilities are directly related to traumatic experiences that often cause mental health, substance abuse, and physical concerns.
- To raise awareness and provide more information about women and girls with disabilities, who often suffer from multiple forms of discrimination, especially with regard to access to education, employment, access to health care and violence. 
- To adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, is based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law. To ensure the prohibition of measures which permit for third party consent to treatment or confinement.
- To adopt measures to ensure that all information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health are made accessible to children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, in age-appropriate formats and that they are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that consensual treatment such as the administration of contraception, or fertility treatments are not denied, while all non-consensual treatment, including that for which consent is given by a third party, is not permitted by law (including inter alia forced abortions, forced contraception, and forced sterilisation).
- To adopt measures in the law to ensure the implementation of inclusive education of children with disabilities, such as the obligatory training of all teachers (beyond special education teachers), to require individual education plans for all students, ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above.
- To give full effect to the cultural rights of persons with visual impairments, and their access to information, amend legislation to provide exceptions and limitations to copyright laws so that they may be made available and accessible. 
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