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ANNEX 14 (Question 10)
Programs for persons with disabilities 
PHARE Program “Supporting the reform of the protection system for persons with disabilities” (2006-2007) was the first important funding granted to improve the quality of adult persons with disabilities. The value of the program was of  21,355,195 mil. EUR. Within the grant scheme, 36 grant agreements were signed and 78 new alternative community services established. The specific objectives of the program were: restructuring and/or closing public residential institutions of large capacity, increasing the quality of life of institutionalized persons, diversifying and developing alternative community services with a particular emphasis on promoting employment and professional integration of persons with disabilities. Also, 5 Programs of National Interest focusing on the same objectives were developed (3,403,519 mil. EUR). The information and awareness raising campaign “Put yourself in my place! Learn to understand” was launched to promote an attitude of acceptance towards persons with disabilities and to combat discrimination against them.   
· Within the “Twining Light” project, implemented in 2008 by the National Authority for Disabled Persons in collaboration with the Ministry of Social Affairs of France, the ”Guidelines on reasonable adaptation in order to improve access to work” were drafted. The document included concepts and strategies set by the European Council Directive 2000/78. It was disseminated to persons with disabilities, employers, and County Agencies for Employment. 

· Over 50 projects aiming at improving the access and participation of vulnerable groups in the labor market received funding through the European Social Fund 2009-2013, the Sectorial Operational Program for Human Resources Development. The projects were accompanied by a major awareness raising component.

· The EU-funded project “Access for Everybody - The Access of People with Disabilities to Employment and Services” (POSDRU/165/6.2/S/142889) has been implemented within the National Prison Administration, with the aim to increase the reintegration chances of people with disabilities. The Law no. 254/2013 on enforcing custodial sentences and measures issued by the judicial bodies during the criminal trial, with subsequent amendments and additions, art.47 para.3 stipulates that “The National Prison Administration shall take specific measures in order to protect the physical and mental health of people with disabilities”.  
· The EU funded project “People with intellectual disabilities do have rights!” was implemented in 2011 by the National Council for Combating Discrimination in partnership with the Institute for Public Policy. The project aimed at developing coherent policies to combat discrimination and promote equality of opportunities for persons with intellectual disabilities, by increasing the level of public awareness on abusive restrictions of the right to labor and self-determination of these persons, through an evaluation of the situation and by identifying some tools for the relevant actors in the society (responsible authorities, NGOs, employers, representatives of target groups).
· Every year on the occasion of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities (December 3rd), events are organized at national level to present and promote the potential of disabled persons, such as: painting and photo exhibitions, poetry readings, classical concerts. These events represent a good opportunity to change attitude and to increase public awareness on the integration of disabled people in every aspect of political, social, economic, and cultural life. 

